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[bookmark: _Toc40889743][bookmark: _Hlk40558264]A Critical Review of Case and Haines  (2020) ‘Abolishing Youth Justice Systems: Children First, Offenders Nowhere’, Youth Justice


This article critically evaluates the Youth Justice System in England and Wales and argues that youth justice system-based responses to childhood behaviour should be abolished. Case and Haines (2020:p1) state that the Youth Justice System in England and Wales is ‘inefficient, expensive and strikingly ineffective’. In this article the authors evaluate the effectiveness of Youth Justice Systems in England and Wales, from its existence by the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. They suggest that it was ineffective and harmful to children from the beginning (Case and Haines, 2020).
The aim of this article is to provide an evidence based understanding on how the Youth Justice System in England and Wales can be damaging to children and youths. Case and Haines (2020) suggest that individuals who are exposed to the Youth Justice System are likely to reoffend. They believe that the Youth Justice System should be led by a ‘Children First’ approach, where they prioritise children’s best interest and promote their potential. Children should be encouraged to actively engage in order to minimise the potential damage their contact with the system can bring (Case and Haines, 2020).
In summary, it is clear that the authors have taken an abolitionism approach to this article, suggesting that the Youth Justice System in England and Wales does not have any measurable impact on offending by children. In fact, one of the key findings in this article is that the Youth Justice System has had a 45 per cent increase in spending, however the Youth Justice System has still failed to meet government targets for effectiveness (Case and Haines, 2020). Not only that, the authors persuasively argue that the Youth Justice System is criminalising and has been ineffective in reducing reoffending. The authors also criticise the Youth Justice System for including prevention of offending, and that early intervention should be served by other support systems such as schools, in order to address the needs of children before they commit a crime. This means that system is dealing with individuals who have been already identified as offenders, therefore early intervention to prevent offending is too late. The Youth Justice System according to Case and Haines (2020) is unfit for purpose and it just labels child offenders as criminals without providing rehabilitative support to prevent them from reoffending again. 
The authors of this article believe that the Youth Justice System does not provide effective support to the needs of the children that are involved in the system. Similarly Stephenson (2011:p5) suggests that the view of the children and young people in the Youth Justice System has changed, and they are seen as ‘troublesome rather than troubled’. This suggests that the Youth Justice System is not providing the support needed to understand why the child has committed the crime in the first place, instead they are punished and labelled for committing a crime.
In this article, the authors believe that early intervention should be served by other support systems such as schools. In addition to this Barry and McNeill (2009) suggests that understanding behaviour cannot be done effectively by a single agency, instead a multi-agency approach is seen to be more proactive in order to prevent offending by children and young people. Not only this, the writers of the article suggest that children in the Youth Justice System are labelled as offenders, instead of identifying the reason of their behaviours. Barry and McNeill (2009) state that the Youth Justice Service has therefore become refocused on identifying these issues such as poor parenting, school exclusion, chaotic family life and associating with delinquent peers. This suggests that the Youth Justice System is focused on assessing a child’s needs in order to support them. However, due to this article being written in 2020, suggests that the Youth Justice System is not yet effectively identifying a child’s behaviour.
In contrast to this article, the House of Commons (2013) suggest that the Youth Justice System has made encouraging progress in preventing offending and meeting the UK’s international obligations towards young people. However, the House of Commons (2013) does suggest that the effectiveness of the Youth Justice System is questionable and that they need to work harder in order to further prevent offending and re-offending. This suggests that both Case and Haines (2020) and the House of Commons (2013) believe that if the Youth Justice System is going to be effective, there is considerable work to be done to improve it. 
Lastly, like Case and Haines (2020), Paylor and Simmill-Binning (2004) suggest in their paper that the Youth Justice System is a major issue. Considering that this paper was published in 2004, suggests that the Youth Justice System could still a be major issue today.
Within this article the authors have provided insights into the importance of the issues within the Youth Justice System. The Youth Justice System has many problems that can cause damage to children and young people. The authors include recommendations that could improve the system such as the Children First approach. The authors have been able to achieve their aim throughout this article, using credible research to support them.
 Although this article provides some evidence of the Youth Justice System in England and Wales being ineffective and costly, further primary research could be undertaken in order to gain a stronger evidence-based approach. This article contains a variety of credible resources that have allowed them to keep a consistent argument throughout. Case and Haines (2020) have broadly focused on the issues of the Youth Justice System, making the argument very one sided. This article is written in a very good academic style and structure, with headings that separate the text, making it easier to read. It also shows that the author has in depth knowledge about this subject.
In order to improve this article, the authors should adopt a more quantitative approach in order to provide more support to their argument. Not only that, some primary research would also provide them with a more successful evaluation of the Youth Justice System. Lastly, the author should consider a less biased argument. There is very little research on the advantages of the Youth Justice System, making the argument very one sided. Overall, this article is very informative and provides a detailed understanding of the issues within the Youth Justice System in England and Wales. 
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During my time at the university, I have learnt many topics, especially about the Youth Offending System. Within this topic, I had an interest about Youth Crime Prevention Programmes as I had heard about them before and I thought I knew exactly what they were. However, I only knew very little information about them. This made it clear that I needed to read and research around the subject in order to understand it better.
This reflective report will include my reactions and knowledge of Youth Crime Prevention Programmes while reflecting on the overall outcome of how I gained knowledge and understanding on the subject.
In order to reflect on my experiences effectively, I have decided to use Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle. According to The University of Edinburgh (2019) Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle is arguably one of the most famous models of reflecting. I wanted to use this cycle as it is well known, and it allows me to use different stages to make sense of my experience with Youth Crime Prevention Programmes. This cycle was created by Graham Gibbs in 1988 in order to provide structure when learning from experiences, while allowing individuals to examine and evaluate their experiences (The University of Edinburgh, 2019). This is the perfect model for me to use in order to learn from my experience. 
[image: ]Gibbs’ reflective model is essentially a cycle that contains six elements that will allow me to reflect on my experience effectively while evaluating my actions in order to gain knowledge on Youth Crime Prevention Programmes (Rumson, 2018).
Figure 1- Gibbs’ Reflective Model (Rumson, 2018)






Description

When I came across Youth Crime Prevention Programmes, I already knew that there was a variety of prevention programmes available and that their aim was to prevent at risk youths form committing crimes. I also knew that they run within local communities, as many of them are run by the council’s local youth offending teams. However, that was all that I knew about them. 
As someone that wants a career as a police officer, I knew that I needed to find out more information about Youth Crime Prevention Programmes and expand my understanding on how they work. In order to do this, I needed to do some research. 
Firstly, I decided to do a google search on Youth Crime Prevention Programmes which led to a government website. This was great as it explained what they were. I then decided to look at online journals and books in order to see how effective they are. I did find some interesting insights to the topic; however, the information was broad, and I wanted to find more information about Youth Crime Prevention Programmes in my area. Luckily, my sister who is an Emotional Health Worker who works with the Carmarthenshire Youth Support Service, works closely with the Youth Justice Team for this area. Therefore, I decided to speak with one of their members in order to ask them questions and gain more knowledge and understanding of the topic. This was very insightful as they were able to give me an insight into their work and they were able to give me some resources to search, and schemes on the Carmarthenshire County Council website. I found out that Carmarthenshire has a Targeted Youth Support Team that work closely with the police in order to prevent crime in youths. This service supports youths from the ages of 8 – 18 years and provides support from prevention workers and school lead youth workers (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2017). The aim of the Youth Justice System in Carmarthenshire is to reduce the risk of young people offending and re-offending, an the Targeted Youth Support Team delivers targeted personal support for young people and their families in order to design interventions to reduce risk of disengagement from education and the prevention of young people from offending (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2017). 
I found out that prevention and early intervention of youth crime can be traced back to the mid-19th century and is still being used today (Blyth and Solomon, 2009). I also found that Youth Crime Prevention Programmes work well as early intervention strategies in order to prevent youths from offending and re-offending and there is little evidence to suggest that these interventions do not work (Ross et al, 2009). 
Overall, I was able to achieve my aim in finding out more information about Youth Crime Prevention Programmes. I was also able to find out more information about Youth Crime Prevention at a local level in my area. 
Feelings
When I began researching, I felt very anxious and disappointed in myself as I thought I knew everything about Youth Crime Prevention Programmes. As someone who is hoping to become a police officer in the future, I thought that this topic would be important to understand. While conducting my search for knowledge on the subject, I felt very confused as there was a variety of resources available on the topic, which made me feel very overwhelmed. However, once I managed to speak to an individual who works for Carmarthenshire’s Youth Justice Team, I felt at ease as I was able to understand the topic better. This overall experience has made me feel confident in my knowledge on Youth Crime Prevention Programmes. 
Evaluation
Overall, this was a very positive experience as I was able to do majority of the research myself, with the use of the internet. I was hoping to use the library resources such as books and journals to help with my research, however I was unable to gain access, as we are currently in a Pandemic due to Covid-19. This made it difficult to find credible resources at home. Although I enjoyed this experience, there were a couple of issues that I encountered. I was hoping to meet up with the individual who works with Carmarthenshire Youth Justice Team in person, in order to get to know them and the work they do. However, due to Covid-19. This made it very difficult for us to meet up, therefore I had to talk to them over the phone. Not only that, I was not completely prepared when conducting my research, as I did not know exactly what I wanted to find out. This made it difficult when talking to the member of the Youth Justice Team as I had not prepared many questions to ask. I should have taken a more methodological approach, by planning out my research better in order to gain as much information as I could on Youth Crime Prevention Programmes effectively.
Analysis
I think the reason that my research went well was due to the fact that I was committed to finding out more information about Youth Crime Prevention Programmes. I had the motivation to research as many credible sources as possible. I was also very lucky that I had a family member that works with Carmarthenshire’s Youth Support Team which allowed me to gain more information from her colleague at the Youth Justice Team. I also believe that I work well when I have a purpose. Wanting to become a police officer has really helped me to carry out this research.
I think that if I had planned my research more effectively, I would have been able to create a step by step guide, in order for me to gain knowledge of this subject. This would have given me confidence in what I was planning to do next. This would have been beneficial when talking to a member of the Youth Justice Team, as I would have been able to make questions ready, in order to get the answers that I wanted. Although I did manage to get the answers that I wanted, more planning and preparation would have saved time and allowed me to gain information without becoming overwhelmed.
Conclusion
Throughout this experience, I have not only gained knowledge about Youth Crime Prevention Programmes, I have been able to find out more information about them at my local area. I have been able to research what youth support is in Carmarthenshire, and how they work. I have also learnt that many Youth Crime Prevention Programmes do work with early intervention, to prevent at risk youths from committing crimes.
In order to make this research better next time, I would identify the need of ensuring that I create a step by step plan to follow, which would allow me to gain knowledge in a smooth and confident way, which would also save time and make the situation more positive for everyone involved. There were also many issues that I encountered due to Covid-19 which would have made the situation easier if there was not a current pandemic, however this issue was unprecedented. This means that it is not an issue that I could control. Therefore, I could not have prevented it from happening. However, I did manage to work around the issue and still gain knowledge and understanding of Youth Crime Prevention Programmes. By gaining this knowledge, I believe that Youth Crime Prevention Programmes are important in local communities to prevent youths from becoming criminals in the future.
Action Plan
In order to improve my research next time, I would create a step by step plan on what information I wanted to find out, and how I was going to research it. I will also create a series of questions that I wanted to ask, before taking to someone who has knowledge and experience of the topic that I was researching. I would also challenge myself to use a more methodological approach to gain more knowledge by planning more ways to gain information, such as talking to more people who have more knowledge and understanding of the same subject.
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