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Please provide details for each section, 
including evidence from ancient sources and modern scholarship
(one-thousand-word equivalent).

	Rome's foundation 753BC
	According to Livy (1.1.) Rome was founded after the capture of Troy when Aeneas and Antenor – the Achivi refused to exercise the rights of war(…)Aeneas became a wanderer(…)directed his course to Laurentian territory. After battle with Latinus, Aeneas married his daughter. They built a town called Lavinium after his wife.

	Rome 753-510 BC (any major event/personalities?)
	In Plut.Rom (3.2.) ‘The descendants of Aeneas reigned as kings in Alba and the succession devolved at length between Numitor and Amulius. Amulius took the kingdom away from his brother, and fearing lest that brother’s daughter have children,  made her a priestess of Vesta, bound to live unwedded as a virgin all her days. Her name is variously given as Ilia or Rhea or Silvia. Not long after this she was discovered to be with child, contrary to the vestal laws and she was delivered of two boys(…) Romulus and Remus. It also states in Plut. Rom (11.1) Romulus buried Remus and set about building his city. And in  Plut. Rom (12.1) Now it is agreed the city was founded on the twenty-first of April and this day the Romans celebrate with a festival, calling it the birthday of their country.

Potter tells us in Rome in the Ancient World,2014, p.23 –“ A second story told by Livy about Romulus’s role in populating Rome…is that Rome was short of women and acquired them by force. Romulus invited neighbouring peoples to send women to Rome to marry its men. When they refused, he summoned one group, the Sabines, to a religious festival, during which the Romans set upon the female visitors and stole them. This founding myth is known as the Rape of the Sabine Women.”

Rome was ruled by seven kings during this time , of that there can be no doubt states Cornell in  The Beginnings of Rome, 1995, p.119. He goes on to say, It is clear that the earliest Kings of Rome are mythical or semi-mythical persons. Cornell lists the Kings as Romulus (753-674 BC), Numa Pompilius (716-674 BC) Tullus Hostilius (673-642 BC) Ancus Marcius (641-617 BC) Tarquinius Priscus (616-578 BC) Servius Tullius (578-534 BC) and Tarquinius Superbus (534-509 BC) Cornell says – Tarquin was cruel and capricious…Tarquin was expelled from the city by a group of aristocrats who set up a republic in his place. 

	509 BC – The Republic
	According to Potter in Rome in the Ancient World, 2014, p.25-  The stories that resonated with the Romans, provided for a most dramatic early history. They believed that a man named Lucius Iunius Brutus led the movement to expel the kings in 509 BC. In these years Rome was barely able to hold its own against the armies coming south from Etruria. Two of the most famous heroes of this period were Horatius Cocles and Quintus Mucius Scevola who earned their fame for courage in the face of extreme adversity against the armies of an Etruscan warlord named Lars Porsenna.

Potter (2014, p.49) also tells us that another important development in Rome may have been the division in political society between two groups, known as the patricians and plebeians.
This division was the foundation of the Republican form of government.

	494BC secessio plebis
	Cornell (1995, p.256) states that  tradition places this event in 494BC when a large number of the poor, oppressed by debt and arbitrary treatment withdrew from the city en masse and occupied the Sacred Mount, a hill overlooking the Tiber, a few miles upstream from Rome. They formed their own assembly known as the concilium plebis.

	471-445 Struggle of the Orders
(major developments?)
	The dramatic events of 451-449 BC arose from the plebeian demand for the laws of Rome to be codified and published (Cornell 1995, p.272). Finally, in 451 the two sides (patricians and plebeians) agreed to suspend the constitution  and appoint a body of ten men to govern the state with consular powers and to draft a code of laws (decemviri legibus scribundis) In their year of office these Decemvirs produced ten tables of laws. In the following year (450) two more were added by a second college of Decemvirs this time including several plebeians.

The Twelve Tables governed laws such as Family and Property, Cornell, p.284,  Economic, Cornell, p.287 and Social Distinction, Cornell, p.288.

Potter comments in 2014, p.21 that in 445 BC Plebeian-Patrician Intermarriage was permitted.

Plebeians were to have magistrates of their own who would be invioble.

	396 Conquest of Veii
	According to Livy  (5.1), whilst peace prevailed elsewhere, Rome and Veii were confronting each other in arms, animated by such fury and utter hatred that utter ruin clearly awaited the vanquished.

Cornell (1995, 311): “In the third Veientine War (406-396 BC) the Romans took the initiative and launched a full-scale attack on the city of Veii itself. (The siege) ended with the capture of the city by the dictator M. Furius Camillus. Camillus built the temple Juno Regina on the Aventine.”

	c.390BC Sack of Rome
	Dionysius of Halicarnassus (12.2) says – When the senate delayed its answer, the Gauls, out of necessity, transferred the war to Rome. The Gauls (put the Roman forces) to rout, reduced all of Rome except the Capitol.

	295 BC Battle of Sentinum
	According to Potter 2014, p.63, “a Roman army destroyed a combined army of Gauls, Samnites, Umbrians and Etruscans at Sentinium. The victory secured Roman control over central Italy.”

	287 BC Lex Hortensia
	Oxford Classical Dictionary http://oxfordre.com/classics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199381135.001.0001/acrefore-9780199381135-e-8189 states: “Lex Hortensia was a law submitted for comitia approval in 287bce by the plebeian dictator Q. Hortensius. The law established that plebiscites would be valid for the entire Roman population and would have the force of law.”

	2nd Punic War 
(major events / sources)
	According to Polyb (3.1-12.) he tells of the war between Rome and Carthage and refers to it as the ‘Hannibalic war’ where ‘the Carthaginians invaded Italy and  broke up the dominion of Rome.’
Polybius also talks of how Hannibal employed elephants which the Romans had never seen in his war efforts in Polyb (15.19.)
Potter in Rome in the Ancient World (2014, p72.) tells of Hannibal’s father who made him swear an oath to be ‘Rome’s enemy forever.’
they redesigned the ship by adding a gangplank that enabled their ships to lock onto Potter also describes (2014, p.81) how after a Carthaginian quinquireme was found washed up on a shore ‘the Romans had a model for the design of their warships(...) Carthaginian warships, so they could board enemy ships.’


	196 BC end of the 2nd Macedonian War
	Polyb (16)  states that the Romans declared freedom of the Greeks  which marked a significant stage in increasing Roman interventions in the Eastern Mediterranean. According to Polyb (18.44) the peace Rome negotiated with Philip cost Philip ‘all his warships, his great ship and a thousand talents’.

	146 BC - Carthage and Corinth
	Potter tells us (2014, p.91)  the destruction of Corinth came in the same year ‘Andriscus sought the throne of Macedon so Rome provoked a third war with Carthage. ‘The destructions of Corinth and Carthage are emblematic of changes that had been occurring (...) as the Roman state struggled to get to grips with the consequences of its new status as a world power.’

	133 Tiberius Gracchus, reform programme and his death
	Plut. Ti.Gracch. (19) tells of how Tiberius Gracchus who was the Plebeian Tribune tried to adopt an  agrarian reform programme which sought to transfer land from the wealthy Patricians to the poorer plebeians. This caused uproar in Rome. Tiberius was beaten to death with clubs by a mob, after the auspices were said to be bad. His body was thrown into the Tiber which denied him dignified funeral.

Potter also suggests (2014, p.111) Tiberius Gracchus ‘introduced a proposal to the senate that seems to have eliminated the formal limitation on the total amount of property a person could possess.’

	123-121 Gaius Gracchus
	Gaius Gracchus, brother of Tiberius  ‘interests were broader than those of his brother’- Potter (2014, p.113) Potter also says that Gaius wanted a law that ‘subsidised the price of grain for the population of Rome, a law stating that soldiers would no longer have to pay for their clothing. Also, a bill to increase the amount of senators by three hundred, though this seems not to have passed.’ Gaius Gracchus also established  a law for ‘ new procedures for trying magistrates charged with corruption.’

His reforms did not prove popular and he was killed by Opimius and ‘thousands of his supporters’ says Potter (2014, p.116.)

	91-88 "Social War"
	Potter states that (2014, p.128-129) ‘Although Roman armies stabilized the military situation in the course of 90  (BC) it was clear that the central issue was citizenship, and that offers of citizenship were needed to shore up support among those Italian states that has not joined the alliance against Rome…The consul Caesar proposed a law granting citizenship to every Italian community  that had not joined the rebellion, as well as to every community that agreed to lay down arms.’

Cic.  (2.75) says ‘the war started when the laws and courts had been displaced.’

	82-81 BC Sulla, dictator
	Potter  (2014,p.129) tells of Sulla’s march on Rome after his Eastern army command was withdrawn from him. Successful, he revived the office of dictator and used his powers to reform the Roman Constitution, restore the premier power of the Senate and limit the power of the tribunes.

	73 – 71 BC Third Servile War
	Plut. informs us in (Crassus 3 8-9) that the third servile war was also known as ‘the insurrection of the Gladiators(...) the war of Spartacus.’

	63 BC - Cicero, Pompey and Catiline
	Potter (2014, p.143) tells of how Marcus Tullius Cicero saw service in the social war under Sulla, returned to Rome as Quaestor in 75BC and in 70BC he opened a prosecution against Gaius Veress in Sicily which was very successful. He stood for consulship in 63 BC and his brother wrote ‘ he had elevated the novelty of his name through extraordinary renown in public speaking’.

Potter says of Pompey (2014, p.140-141) that he found fame as a military hero. Pompey was given command of the entire Mediterranean in  67 BC and was a great suppressor of pirates.

Potter says of Catiline (2014, p.144) that he was an opponent of Cicero’s for the consulship. He plotted to murder Cicero and throw the state into crisis. On Dec 2nd 63 BC the senate passed a motion that the’ conspirators be put to death.’ The sentence was duly carried out upon Catiline.

	59 BC The first triumvirate
	Plut. (Julius Caesar) tells us the first triumvirate was a political alliance between three men, Julius Caesar, Crassus and Pompey. It was a private agreement, not a legal one.

	58 BC Clodius, leges Clodiae
	
Brills Pauly says; ‘Clodius was active as people’s tribune from 10.12.59 with a series of laws. C. influenced political circumstances in Rome way beyond his one- year tenure of office’

	58-50 BC The Gallic Wars
	Plut (Iulius Caesar 18. 1-6) and (21) states ‘The Gauls were intolerable neighbours of Caesar’s subjects’. Caesar invaded and was successful. The Roman Senate on hearing of his success ordered a festival for fifteen days offering sacrifices to the Gods. This cemented Caesar’s almost God-like persona.

	49 BC Rubicon
	Plut (Julius Caesar) says Caesar crossed the Rubicon river which was prohibited with an army which triggered a civil war between Caesar and Pompey.

	44 BC Caesar’s death
	In Plut. (  Julius Caesar 7 ,66.9-14) tells of how Caesar ‘ hemmed in all sides(...) driven hither and thither like a wild beast was entangled in the hands of all.’  Further, ‘Brutus gave him one blow to the groin.’ And the Pedestal of Pompey was drenched in Caesar’s blood.

Potter says  (2014, p.168) ‘The ides of March came first. On March 15th, a group of some sixty senators stabbed Caesar to death at a meeting of the senate convened in the theatre that Pompey had built’

	43-31 2nd Triumvirate
	The 2nd triumvirate composed Octavian – Augustus, Julius Caesars adopted  son, Mark Antony and Lepidus. Unlike the 1st triumvirate these three were recognised in the people’s assembly Lex Titia in 43 BC. Potter discusses this in more detail (2014, p.170)

	31 BC – Actium
	The Battle of Actium came about between Octavian and Mark Antony who had marched into Greece with his army. Octavian’s army was more superior and  nothing went right for Mark Antony. Octavian was now the ruler of the Roman Empire and  a year later Mark Antony committed suicide. – Potter (2014,p.174-175)

	27 BC - an eventful year!
	Octavian is given the lifelong title of Augustus. He is known as an imperator, son of a divinity according to Potter in Rome in the Ancient World ( 2014, p.178) Livy also began writing this year and for the next forty years says www.oxfordreference.com/Livy
Augustus also declared war on Spain, took a while to defeat Spain as Augustus fell ill but ‘Spain was firmly brought in to the provincial system’ says Potter (2014, p.179)

	AD 9 Battle of the Teutoburg Forest
	The Battle of Teutoberg forest was a ‘ crushing defeat for the Roman army led by Publius Quinctilius Varus’s says Potter in Rome in the Ancient World (2014, p.190) Varus was tricked by a German chieftain Arminius, who destroyed all of Varus’s legions.

	AD 41 Caligula and Claudius
	Suetonius (Claudius 1914) tells of the life of Claudius in his account of the Twelve Caesars. Claudius was Roman Emperor between AD 41-54. He had an interest in law and presided at public trials. He was a builder and constructed many roads and bridges throughout the empire. He was the first emperor to use freedmen to help with the running of his administration. He was also a writer and wrote a major works ‘Tyrrenica and Carchedonica’ It is said he was murdered by poison in 54 AD.

 Suetonius  (The Lives of the Caesars) says Caligula was Roman Emperor from AD 37- 41. Caligula worked to increase the personal power held by the emperor thus proving himself unpopular. “ Yet even at that time he could not control  his natural cruelty and viciousness, but he was a most eager witness of the tortures and executions of those who suffered punishment” Caligula was assassinated by the conspiracy of the Senators and Praetorian guard

	AD 64 Nero and the Great Fire
	Potter advises (2014, p.202) ‘In AD64 a fire destroyed most of Rome. The emperor (Nero) reacted badly.’ His rebuilding plan was a new palace for himself, the Golden House. ‘It blocked the heart of downtown Rome.’ ‘Nero tried to push the responsibility of the fire onto a group few people had ever heard of; the Christians.’

	AD 66 First Jewish-Roman War
	Potter comments  (2014, p.214)  the ‘Jewish war remains one of the two most important views of Roman administration from a provincial perspective that has survived’. It was known as The Great Revolt and revolved around anti-taxation protests and attacks on Roman citizens.

	AD 69 Year of four emperors
	Potter tells us  (2014,p.204) there were four emperors in AD69. They were Galba, Otho, Vitellius and Vespasian. ‘Two palace coups and two civil wars’ made this possible.

	AD70 – focus on Batavi and on Jerusalem
	According to www.livius.org  Titus ‘laid siege to Jerusalem’ on 14 April AD70.

Potter says ‘Outside Italy the legions were left on the Rhine were falling victim to a revolt by the Battavi and other tribes. The Roman capture of,  Jerusalem and destruction of the great temple happened on August 29/30.

	AD79 Pompeii
	Pompeii was buried in AD79 by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Potter (2014, p.231)

	AD 101-107 Trajan & his Dacian Wars
	Decebalus , king of the dacians attacked Roman territory to test Trajan the new emperor. He was badly beaten and forced to accept terms making him a subject of Rome. In 105 he broke the treaty and within two years Dacia was transformed into a Roman province says Potter  (204, p.219)

	AD 132 Bar Kokhba Revolt
	This revolt was led by Simon Ben-Kosiba ‘who assumed the name Bar-Kochba meaning ‘Son of the Star’’ when Judea rose up against the Romans. The revolt lasted between 131-135 AD. The revolt was squashed by Hadrian the emperor of the time.

	AD 142 Antonine's Wall
	The Antonine Wall was built in  Scotland as their most northern frontier  of the Roman empire built by emperor Antonius Pius says David Breeze in The Antonine Wall (2006)

	AD 165 Antonine's Plague
	According  to Breeze. p.103.‘ The Antonine Plague, which flared up during the reign of Marcus Aurelius from 165 AD and continued under the rule of his son Commodus, played such a major role that the pathocenosis in the Ancient World was changed. The spread of the epidemic was favoured by the occurrence of two military episodes in which Marcus Aurelius himself took part: the Parthian War in Mesopotamia and the wars against the Marcomanni in north-eastern Italy, in Noricum and in Pannonia. Accounts of the clinical features of the epidemic are scant and disjointed, with the main source being Galen, who witnessed the plague’

	AD 193/4 Septimius Severus
	https://www.britannica.com/biography/Septimius-Severus says the emperor Septimius Severus converted the government into a military monarchy. He replaced the Praetorian guard with a 15,000-man guard.

	AD 212 Constitutio Antoniana
	According to Richard Lim  in his article “Late Antiquity" ‘ the emperor Caracalla, declared that all free men in the Roman Empire were to be given theoretical Roman citizenship and that all free women in the Empire were to be given the same rights as Roman women.’

	AD 270-274 Zenobia
	According to Potter, p.284 Septimia Zenobia was Queen of the Palmyrene empire in Syria who launched an invasion against the east of the Roman empire. The Romans were victorious and the queen was captured and exiled to Rome for the rest of her life.

	AD 271 Tetricus - Gallic Empire
	Tetricus was emperor of the Gallic empire. The roman emperor Aurelian invaded and conquered Tetricus in the Battle of Chalons says Potter, p.284.

	AD 284 Diocletian – emperor and his reform programme
	Diocletian worked to reform the Crisis of the Third Century by making changes to religion and persecuted Christians. He also made significant changes to the military and economy. Potter P.286-287

	AD 293 Tetrarchy
	In 293 Diocletian introduced a tetrarchy, divided the empire into four and appointed four co-emperors. Potter p.291.

	AD 303 Diocletianic Persecution
	Potter says p.293 that Diocletian ‘posted an edict ordering all Christians to sacrifice to the traditional Gods, their communal property and those who refused to recant faced the loss of civil rights and even capital punishment.’ It was also called the Great  Persecution.

	AD 312 Milvian Bridge
	After Diocletian stepped down, the other co-emperors of the empire battled to succeed him. Constantine defeated Maxentius at a battle near the Milvian Bridge, north of the Tiber. Constantine then started on a path to end the tetrarchy says Potter, p.299-300.

	AD 313 Edict of Milan
	The Edict of Milan was in effect an agreement to allow Christians to practice their religion freely and in peace. Potter says p.300 ‘it allowed Christianity to be restored to the position of equality with other religions’.

	AD 325 Council of Nicaea
	The first council of Nicaea was summoned by Constantine so he could ‘propose theological solutions to the bishops (…) to legislate for the Christian community as a whole says Potter, p.302 ‘The result was the Nicene creed, that laid out a definition all Christians were supposed to follow.’

	AD 357 Julian, Battle of Strasbourg
	This battle was fought between Julian, Roman emperor and the Alamanni tribe says Potter, p.308. The battle was to evict the tribe from Gaul and restore defences along the Rhine.

	AD 380 Edict of Thessalonica
	The edict of Thessalonica was decreed by three emperors Theodosius 1, Gratian and Valentinian 2nd. It made Christianity the state religion of the whole Roman Empire. Potter p.316/

	AD 382 - End of Gothic War
	The end of the Gothic war saw the Romans deal with conquered peoples in a different way. It was the first in a catalyst of events that would bring down the Roman empire. The Goths were now permitted to negotiate their position with Rome inside the empire and could use force if necessary. The Goths were allowed to ‘settle in the area of the Balkans under their own leaders, if they agreed to send troops to join roman armies’ comments Potter p.316.

	AD 410 Rome & Britain
	AD 410 was the end of Roman rule in Britain. Roman magistrates were recalled and there were not enough troops to send to defend a distant Britain.

	AD 476 Romulus
	Romulus Augustulus could possibly be the last Roman emperor although this is disputed as some historians think it could be Julius Nepos. He was sixteen when declared emperor. He was deposed the following year comments Potter, p.329.

	AD 538 Hagia Sophia
	‘For centuries the most important church in Eastern Orthodoxy, Hagia Sophia (“Holy Wisdom”) in Constantinople (today's Istanbul) was a symbol of the greatness of the Byzantine Empire. The first church was built by the Emperor Constantine two years after his conversion in 322 AD. Two centuries later the Emperor Justinian commissioned the present basilica to celebrate his victory over the Nika revolt, which he put down brutally by slaughtering 30,000 rebels. Tradition has it that when Justinian rode into sight of Hagia Sophia on the day of its dedication in 537, he exclaimed, “Solomon, I have surpassed you!” https://searchcredoreference.

	AD 527-565 Justinian the Great – emperor
	Justinian was responsible for the new codification of Roman law called Codex Justinanus. He was a legislator and wanted to get rid of corruption and provide easily accessible justice for citizens. Potter p.333.

	AD 800 Charlemagne – ‘Roman emperor’
	Charlemagne was the first recognised ‘emperor’ since the fall of the Roman Empire three centuries previously. He was crowned ‘Emperor of the Romans’ by Pope Leo 3rd in St. Peter’s basilica in Rome as a way of saying thanks by the Pope as Charlemagne had helped him defeat a rebellion. It did not give him any powers however, only the title comments http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/charlemagne.shtml

	AD 1453 Fall of Constantinople
	The Ottomans captured Constantinople which resulted in the end of the Byzantine empire. It had often been called the eastern Roman empire.  Thus, the Roman empire lasted right up AD1453. www.brittanica.com
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Essay: Discuss how art and architecture were used as a medium of communication to convey political and ideological messages in the Roman Empire.

The Roman Empire commencing with Augustus in 27 BC was a time of radical change for art and architecture in Rome and the wider empire as was already shown by P. Zanker (1990).[footnoteRef:1] “The building activity and architectural revival (…) was linked to the new political situation and the sense of excitement that went with it”  In this essay, I will be focussing on how the reign of Augustus brought about a long-term planning programme for monuments, statues, sculptures, buildings and paintings within the Roman Empire. I will discuss the messages Augustus was looking to convey through this ‘cultural revolution’ – a term used by Zanker (1990) and Galinsky (2005) – and briefly look at whether his successors carried on his works. [1:  Zanker, 1991, p.324.] 

Augustus was quick to realise that works of art and architecture building would stimulate the Roman economy, via the building industry. He knew his building programme would find favour with  Roman citizens.  According to Wilson,[footnoteRef:2] “the Emperor provided a motivated patronage which drew architects, sculptors and painters to the capital (…) creating the right conditions for works on a grand scale. Augustus was also not slow to realise the political overtones of a lavish architectural and structural programme.” This would provide the paths to three of Augustus’ main aims for the future of Rome. [2:  Wilson, 1991, p. 418-419.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk532035794]Victory, Pax (peace) and Prosperity were key ideologies conveyed by this vast building programme and Augustan reorganisation of the Roman state and empire. It had a major impact on all: senators, army, and other Roman citizens. The Pantheon, built by Marcus Agrippa in 27 BC, just one of the many temples built under Augustus, was on such a grand scale of construction it was designed to intimidate people. Zanker comments:[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Zanker, 1990,p. 105.] 

‘“Nothing is too good for the Gods” is now the slogan. The gleaming white temple facades built of marble from the new quarries near Luni with their dazzling ornament became hallmarks of the new age.’ 
Augustus was the first to exploit this new marble for architectural purposes. Suetonius tells us:[footnoteRef:4] “ [Augustus] found Rome a city of brick and left it a city of marble.” [4:  Suetonius, Aug.28.] 

Augustus’ ‘Victory ideology’ can be seen in various forms: already in 29/28 BC, Augustus founded a new city Nikopolis meaning ‘City of Victory’ in Greece, to commemorate his victory in 31 BC of the Battle of Actium. Dio comments[footnoteRef:5], “he founded the city of Nikopolis at Actium. Augustus’ decision to found a victory city follows Alexander’s practice.” Alexander the Great was renowned for building around thirty new cities, including Alexandria, to celebrate his victories following invasions. This founding of a new city in the very early reign of Augustus, showed Roman citizens and the senate that Augustus was keen on expanding the Roman empire, and bringing prosperity to Rome. It also elevated his personal standing. [5:  Dio, 51.1.3.] 

Other works that symbolised Augustus’ victories were the building of La Turbie near Nice, and a Roman arch in Orange (Southern Gaul). For alongside victory, came peaceful times which in turn led to prosperity, ideologies that had a profound impact on Rome, its citizens and its empire.
One of the most important structures built was the Forum Augusti. It was a temple dedicated to Mars Ultor. According to Potter[footnoteRef:6] “ (…) this massive project initially commemorated Augustus’s role as the avenger of Caesar (…) and as time went by, his role as avenger of disasters of the previous generation more generally. On one side were members of the Julian dynasty (…) and on the other portraits of the ‘best men’ whose deeds had ensured the growth of the empire.” Dynasty was important to Augustus in all his ideology, whether this be in the building of the Augustan mausoleum, or in the Ara Pacis, later in this essay. [6:  Potter, 2014,  p.183] 

Augustus was also very aware of building his own personal public image. Greek sculptors were used to create statesmanlike, authoritative portraits, and statues. The statues and portraits that emerged were a clever entwining of Augustus’s own self representation and image alongside that of ideology and a propaganda tool. Once he became Augustus, Zanker tells us “the face is now characterized by a calm elevated expression (...) and a timeless remote dignity. The new portrait is completely intellectual and artificial work of art. The youthfulness of Octavian is transformed into an ageless ‘classical’ beauty.”[footnoteRef:7] Likewise the Prima Porta Statue of Augustus around 20 BC, signifies the victorious ‘supreme ruler’ clad in armoured cuirass, hand outstretched to the people, in a very detailed piece of sculpture.[footnoteRef:8] [7: Zanker, pp.98-99. ]  [8:  Zanker, p.190.] 

[image: ]
Figure 1 Prima Porta statue of Augustus
[bookmark: _GoBack]While Augustus celebrated his victories by restoring public buildings, creating new statues and temples, a new era of peace from a very warlike previous Roman Republic emerged. The image of Augustus as pious, peaceful religious leader emerged in the form of a veiled statue, which obviously pre-dates Christ in statues and paintings of him as ‘The Good Shepherd’ which we are more familiar with today. Augustus was viewed as Pater Patriae ‘Father of the Fatherland’ very similar to the later images of Christ.[footnoteRef:9] This statue again represents a very good piece of ideology, transforming Augustus into a religious entity.  [9:  This I learnt through seminar discussion.] 

[image: ] 
[bookmark: _Hlk532223902]Figure 2 Statue of Augustus  (after 12 BC)
 Zanker comments, [footnoteRef:10] “Augustus offered himself as the greatest exemplum and tried in his private and public appearance to be a constant advertisement for the mores maiorum.” Augustus believed that the moral codes and order within families were in decline and believed he should symbolize a moral renewal.  [10:  Zanker, p.159.] 

Perhaps one of the most symbolic pieces of the Pax ideology is the Ara Pacis Augustae and its friezes erected in Rome between 13-9 BC (see Figs 3 and 4).[footnoteRef:11] It depicts the Augustan imperial family of men, women and children. It presents a strong view of how important dynasty and family was to Augustus. It is also an excellent piece of imperial family representation to the public as propaganda. Galinsky tells us,[footnoteRef:12] “Many of the faces are mapped with the emperor’s political ideology and social mores.” [11:  For Ara Pacis, see Aug. RG 19-21; Zanker 1991.]  [12:  Galinsky, pp.216-217.] 

[image: ] Figure 3 Ara Pacis
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[bookmark: _Hlk532224322]Figure 4 Ara pacis Frieze
The Gemma Augustea is an engraved cameo gem made from Arabian Onyx stone. It depicts Augustus being handed a civic crown. Below Augustus is the eagle of Jupiter. This could be signifying Augustus as the god, Jupiter. There are also goddesses holding spears, chariots, Capricorn, the goddess Diana; all pointing to the deity company kept by Augustus. The Gemma Augustea signifies both peace and victory.
Wells comments,[footnoteRef:13] “Coins were used for propaganda, to advertise notable events or official programmes.” To convey his message of peace throughout the empire, Augustus had coins minted to circulate among the people displaying the pax message. (Fig.5)[footnoteRef:14] Thus people would understand a new Augustan era of peace leading to prosperity was now upon them. [13:  Wells, p.41.]  [14:  Silver denarius, AD 68, showing the deified Augustus on the obverse and clasped hands holding a winged caduceus flanked by two cornucopiae and the legend “PAX” on the reverse (BMCRE 304; RIC 113). ] 


[image: ]
Figure 5 Ara Silver Denarius

The Secular Games  (ludi seculars) were the epitome of the new prosperity under Augustan rule. The public were invited to a week-long series of ceremonies, performances and banquets. At the end of the week Horace’s Carmen Saeculares (Hymn for the new century) was performed. This was followed up with Latin plays and hunts. According to Wells[footnoteRef:15]  “The ludi Saeculares were the most detailed and carefully crafted example of a synthesis of Augustan propaganda (…) images were reiterated as the developing political and ideological concepts informing the regimes’ policies and programmes were both fashioned and communicated through all the artistic media.” The rise of  literature also took place under Augustus’s rule. Under Augustus, Ovid, Horace, Livy and Vergil were all writing great epic works of plays and poetry. It was a golden era of peace, prosperity and security which Roman citizens had not experienced in centuries. It was also an age of Roman world domination.  [15:  Wells, p.152.] 

Augustus’s successors, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius and Nero, although not building on the scale of Augustus, certainly contributed to the art and architecture of the Roman Empire. In Caligula’s short reign he started to build two aqueducts; the Aqua Claudio and Anio Novus but also built many theatres and temples. Claudius finished them, but like Augustus had a love of marble, and restored posts at Circus Maximus in the stone. He also built the Baths of Agrippa. Nero was very fond of culture and built many theatres. None of Augustus’ immediate successors built on the scale he did, and it is Augustus who is remembered for a Golden Age of Roman culture today.
Augustus certainly used his power to promote his own persona and used the state propaganda tools in art and architecture to elevate his position. However, he is also to be credited with achieving a much-needed peace, restoring moral values and building great edifices, many of which still survive today.
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