Rosenstone on Oliver Stone

· Rosenstone says “a Historian is defined as someone who devotes a significant part of their working career to making meaning (in whatever medium) of the past.” As Stone made so many movies about historical events, Rosenstone is suggesting that he fits the bill as his career has been dominated by making historical movies.

· Historians, Rosenstone says, “attempt to recount, explain and interpret the past, to give meaning to events, moments, movements, people, periods of time that have vanished.” He then goes on to say that this was clearly the aim of Stone in his big six movies as he consciously confronts major historical issues.

· Rosenstone states that each of Stone’s movies has a “conscious thesis” about the past and that he clearly states the intent of the movie and that there is a large “cumulative body of meaning” which Rosenstone says is indicative of historians.

· “Stone uses the past for the purpose of delivering certain kinds of truths about our national life” says Rosenstone, who is saying that he uses his main characters to tell the truths of history, to be the moral lesson.
