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[bookmark: _Toc218876933]Component 1 – Development of Academic Skills (500 words)
(Personal experience must NOT be included in this component)
Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test (250 words)
Choose TWO academic sources related to the use of digital skills in higher education.
Source 1
Author(s) and year:  Van Laar,E., Van Deursen, A., Van Dijk. And De Haan,J (2017)
Where you found the source - Google scholar
· Currency: This source was published in 2017. All thought it isn't very recent it remains relevant because it still explains the digital skills in a way that is generally used in higher education research.
· Relevance: This source is relevant because it looks at the digital skills needed for studying and working. It points out key abilities such as information literacy, communication and critical thinking, which are important for students in higher education.
· Authority: The authors are experts in digital skills and education, and the article is published in an academically reviewed journal, which makes it a trustworthy source.
· Accuracy: The information in this source is supported by academic research and clearly explained ideas, which makes it reliable for use in higher education study.
· Purpose: The intention of this source is to explain and explore digital skills in education. It has come about to inform readers rather than persuade them or sell anything.
Full reference (Harvard style):  Van Laar, E., Van Deursen, A., Van Dijk,J.and De Haan,J. (2017) ‘The relation between 21st century skills and digital skills’ Computers in Human Behaviour.The relation between 21st-century skills and digital skills | Computers in Human Behavior







Source 2
Author(s) and year: Spante,M., Hashemi, S., Lundin, M. and Algers,A.(2018)
Where you found the source - Google scholar
· Currency: This source was published in 2018, so its recent and reflects modern ideas about digital skills in higher education.
· Relevance: This source is relevant because it looks at how digital skills are understood and taught in higher education. It focuses on universities and students, making it useful for studying digital skills in university learning.
· Authority: The authors are researchers in higher education and digital learning. The article is published in an academically reviewed journal Computers & Education, which makes it useful and a trustworthy source.
· Accuracy: The article is based on a review of many previous studies. It explains its methods clearly and uses academic references, which makes the information reliable.
· Purpose: The purpose of this article is to explore how digital skills are described and used in higher education research. It is meant to inform readers rather than to persuade them to promote anything.

Full reference (Harvard style): Spante, M., Hashemi, S., Lundin, M. and Algers, A. (2018) ‘Digital competence and digital literacy in higher education research; systematic review of concept use; Computers & Education, 120.Digital competence and digital literacy in higher education research: Systematic review of concept use - ProQuest
Synthesis of Academic Sources (150–180 words)
Spante,M(2018) and Van Laar (2017) both focus their importance of digital skills om education. Spante,M(2018) Review how digital competence and literacy are used in higher education. Van Laar (2017) look at how digital skills are connected to 21st century skills. Both studies show that digital skills are essential for education and should be included in learning programs to help students succeed in today’s world.

Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity (100–120 words)
Using ONLY the two sources above:
· One key challenge for students in the digital era: In the digital era, the main challenge in higher education is that students are expected to already have digital skills. Van Laar (2017) explains that students need more than just basic computer skills and must also learn how to judge online information. Spante (2018) show that universities do not all agree on what digital skills mean, which makes them harder to teach clearly.
· One key opportunity for students in the digital era: A key opportunity is that universities can include digital skills in their courses. This can help students learn more effectively and prepare them for future jobs that rely on technology.
Academic Planning for Component 2 (80–100 words)
For component 2, the first thing to do will be finding and reading academic sources. This will help with the rest of the work. Research will be finished by 20 February, and the first part will be written by 22 February. The main skills to improve are reading, writing, and using references correctly. The assignment will have an introduction, a main part about the sources, and a conclusion to sum up ideas. Final checking and editing will be done by 27 February.
Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	20 February 2026

	Draft first section
	22 February 2026

	Complete first draft
	25 February 2026

	Final editing
	27 February 2026
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[bookmark: _Toc218876934]Component 2 – Application of Academic Skills (1,000 Word Report)
(Personal experiences must NOT be included in this component)
Introduction (100–150 words)
Digital learning has become a better version of higher education because of improvements in technology and the use of online platforms, Universities use digital tools to make learning more accessible, improve teaching and learning, to support communication, which allows students to adapt more easily. Understanding the advantages and disadvantages of digital tools help the university and students use them better. Although digital learning offers advantages such as flexibility and independent study, it also brings challenges related to access technology, motivation, and good study habits. This report will look at the main challenges students face in the digital age, as well as the opportunities digital learning provides. It will first discuss the challenges, Then the opportunities, before giving an overall evaluation of digital learning in higher education.
Challenges for Students in the Digital Era (150–200 words)
One big problem for students in the digital age is not having the same access to technology. Some students do not have good internet or the right devices, which makes it harder for them to join online lessons. This can affect their learning because they might miss classes, have trouble getting their work, or even struggle to finish the assignments. Another problem is staying focused and motivated when learning online. Without seeing teachers and classmates in person students can lose interest and get distracted this can affect students organising their time. Online learning can also cause more distraction from social media and other websites. These problems show that students need to be able to manage their time and study skills to do well in online learning,

Opportunities in the Digital Era (150–200 words)
Even though there are challenges. Digital learning gives students many chances to learn better. One big benefit is flexibility because students can watch lessons and use study materials anytime and anywhere. This helps student study at their own pace and fit learning around other responsibilities. Digital learning also helps students learn on their own by providing online resources such as videos and articles. These benefits will only work for students if they use digital tools properly and have a good study habit if student use it well this will help the students understand their work and keep them interested in learning.
How Students Can Adapt to Succeed (200–250 words)
To do well in digital learning students need to find a way to deal with the challenges. One helpful way is to manage their time better by using study methods such as pomodoro technique or Eisenhower's matrix. These study methods can help you improve your focus and reduce stress, set goals for work, can also help you stay organised and not fall behind. Students should also study in a quiet place and use social media less during study time. Learning how to use the online tools can also help students to find information easily and feel more confident doing so. By using these skills and study methods students can make better use of digital learning and do better with their studies.
Conclusion (100–150 words)
Digital learning has become more important in higher education and has change how students learn. It gives students benefits such as flexibility and learning on their own but this also has its problems such as poor connection to technology and difficulties on students staying focused on their work. This can affect students in many ways if not dealt with. But if students improve skills like time management, self control and using digital tools they can adjust better to online learning. Overall digital learning can be useful if the challenges are dealt with in the right way. 

Reference List – Component 2
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[bookmark: _Toc218876935]Component 3 – Academic Poster
Copy and paste your academic poster below.
Your poster must include:
· A clear academic title
· Three academic skills
· Why each skill is important
· One academic source per skill
· A short concluding statement
Reference List – Component 3
(Only sources cited on the poster.)
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