Is Christianity unethical in its treatment of homosexuality?


Homosexuality is when a person is sexually attracted to one’s own sex, however, in addition to this, there are also over 200 scales that people have developed over recent years in order to define the various sexualities people may identify as. A gay march that took place in Philadelphia in 1962 is credited with marking the beginning of modern gay rights movements and equal rights for the LGBT community. In recent years LGBT activists have made incredible leaps and have helped lead the way for improved rights for people who were previously persecuted for their sexual orientation. LGBT is an umbrella term for sexuality and gender identity, and the media attention the LGBT community have garnered over the years has been instrumental in educating people, as well as highlighting the prejudice and oppression the LGBT community has faced over the years.

Whilst differing sexual orientations are becoming more and more accepted in the modern world, with older generations passing away and younger people being born into societies where it is no longer looked down upon, the LGBT still face hardship and difficulty today, including within different religions. 

Ranging from the Bible to the Quran, interpretations of religious texts have been used as examples throughout the years to argue that being LGBT is a sin. Whilst all religions have followers whose beliefs vary greatly, ranging from extremists to more liberal theologians, Christianity has been heavily criticised over the years for some of its old-fashioned and archaic stances on homosexuality, which they claim are teachings from the bible. 

Despite Christianity proclaiming to be a religion of peace, this is questionable, given some of the dark and gruesome history relating to the faith. Historically, Christianity has come under fire for some of the extreme actions of its followers, who have committed atrocious acts in the name of their religion. Between 1550 and 1700 around 80,000 people in Europe were burned alive after being accused of witchcraft, the majority of which were women. Often, the reasoning behind the accusations was bizarre. You could be burnt at the stake for simply looking like a witch, were unmarried by the age of 40 or were childless. They also looked unfavourably upon people who didn’t dress smartly enough, being left-handed, owning a cat or even being related to an accused witch. In addition to this, Christianity is also responsible for one of the most devastating wars in history, concluding in a 17th century battle between Catholics and Protestants, who were fighting amongst their own religion in a bid to claim power over one another. Even today, some Christians invoke violence and acts of terror, with modern-day cults to commit mass suicide ‘in the name of the Lord’ still in existence.


So, what are Christian beliefs on homosexuality? And are they unethical in their teachings?

The Bible has several passages which Historians believe relate to homosexuality. Leviticus 18 & 20 contain two of what are possibly the most well-known statements relating to homosexuality. The first states that ‘You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination – Leviticus 18:22’, followed by ‘If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them – Leviticus 20:13[footnoteRef:1].’ Additionally, the surrounding verses contain quotes that describe homosexuality as a sin, akin to incest, adultery and bestiality.  [1:  https://www.livingout.org/resources/articles/18/what-does-the-bible-say-about-homosexuality] 


Also included in the bible are verses from Romans 1:26-27, which describes homosexuality as a shameless act contrary to nature, Corinthians 6:9-10, which compares homosexuals to thieves and drunkards whilst accusing them of being sexually immoral, and Timothy 1:9-10 which goes even further by categorising homosexuality with murderers and disobedient, ungodly sinners who profane and strike their fathers and mothers. 

Genesis 19 contains a story of two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, destroyed by fire and sulphur for their sins. The tale tells of two angels who, disguised as men, are sent to the notorious cities under God’s order so that they could observe the ‘wickedness in the cities[footnoteRef:2].’ The men of the town attempted to rape the angels; however, they were struck blind, allowing the angels to escape to safety, and condemning the cities to a grim fate. These passages created credence within the faith, whereby homosexuality was seen as a sin punishable by death. It is believed that this is where ‘sodomy’ came from, a term meaning anal sex, which is sometimes associated with homosexuals. In Christianity the word has negative connotations, given the background and origin.  [2:  https://www.learnreligions.com/sodom-and-gomorrah-700204] 


Despite the bible’s teachings, the acceptance of homosexuality within Christianity has expanded over the years, and a lot of people within the religion are more open and inclusive. However, this inclusivity differs greatly and is dependent on the individual, the branch and the church. Particular branches are more extreme than others. For instance, Evangelical Protestants strongly disagree with homosexuality, Roman Catholics are in the middle and Liberal Protestants, such as Anglicans and Quakers, are very open and welcoming of homosexuality. This has created a divide within the faith, with some arguing that it is a sin that goes against God’s commandments, and counterarguments expressing that God loves everyone, regardless of their sexuality. 

Some Christians abide by the proverb ‘Love the sinner, but hate the sin’, however, there are many who follow the advice of Mathew 7:1, which says ‘Do not judge, or you too will be judged’. Despite some sectarians absolutely condemning homosexuality, other Christians say that it is not homosexuality itself that is the issue, but gay marriage. Marriage between men and women is an important aspect of Christianity, with the purpose being to procreate and raise children who can also be part of the faith. Thus, they believe that marriage between two men or two men is going against the sanctity of marriage, and seeds will not be spread in the form of children. 

The ethics surrounding the debate amongst followers begs the question of whether or not the prejudice faced by gay people against the church is detrimental to their wellbeing, with a majority of people in this day and age conceding that it most certainly does. God supposedly loves everyone unconditionally and encourages people to ‘love thy neighbour’, and so it could be argued that it is inexplicable that he would turn someone away from heaven or condemn them to an eternity of hell and suffering, due to their sexuality. The bible preaching love and acceptance is juxtaposed to denying someone the opportunity to live a life of love and companionship, as well as expecting individuals to change or conceal their sexual preferences. And again, in spite of proclamations that God is an almighty being who is to be worshipped, it is unreasonable and unfair to deny someone a place in heaven for something as innocuous as gender or sexual orientation. Bible passages comparing homosexuals to criminals, such as people who commit acts of bestiality and incest, are especially harmful and unjust. 

Despite the ever-growing progress being made by the LGBT community within the religion, there are individuals who seek to destroy and diminish these advancements. One such group, who are notorious for their outspoken and vitriol opinions are on a mission to drag the religion back to the dark ages. The Phelps family, also known as ‘The most hated family in America’ are a clan who have been protesting against homosexuality and gay rights for over 60 years. They are the founders of the Westboro Baptist Church, originating with Fred Waldron Phelps (1929 – 2014). Phelps was an American minister who is infamous for his extreme views against homosexuality. Along with homosexuals, they also protest against US soldiers, atheists, Muslims, Jews and Catholics and have been vilified for the extreme lengths they go to in order to protest. Their antics have made headlines continuously over the years, with the followers gate-crashing the funerals of soldiers, gay people, disaster victims and many more.

They often rely on shock-factor to gain attention, by creating and brandishing signs in public with odious slogans such as ‘God hates fags’, ‘Thank God for AIDS’ and ‘Fags doom nations.’ Despite their attempts to recruit new members and brainwash impressionable young minds, their hate speech is actually having the opposite effect intended. Two of Phelps’ sons left the church. Mark Phelps began formal healing therapy after leaving and said that his goal was to “work toward healing and restoration, overcoming the horrible pain and fear from the 19 years of living with his father[footnoteRef:3].” Ironically, the second son to have disowned his father and the church, Nathan Phelps, is now a vocal LGBT and atheist activist, campaigning for equal rights and opportunities. As the years go by, more and more family members and followers are abandoning the family in pursuit of living a life away from toxicity and hostility.  [3:  https://inews.co.uk/culture/television/phelps-family-westboro-baptist-church-fred-death-louis-theroux-documentary-surviving-americas-most-hated-313174] 


A huge milestone for the acceptance of homosexuality within Christianity was reached when a man by the name of McKrae Game came out and informed the world that he is, in fact, gay. Game led an organisation by the name of ‘Hope for Wholeness’ for over 20 years. The organisation is a faith-based conversion therapy program, situated in South Carolina, that proclaims to convert gay people and ‘help’ them overcome their same-sex attractions. McKrae himself went through the process as a young, gay man, and claimed that the therapy succeeded in changing his sexual orientation. He even went on to marry a woman. He campaigned and advocated for the company, and its work for over two decades and the organisation was one of the nation’s most expansive. They professed that the therapy was responsible for converting numerous homosexual people. 

However, in 2019 ‘anti-gay’ Game announced to the public that he is, in fact, still gay, and the therapy does not work and never has. He has said in interviews that he feels incredibly guilty for his role in the organisation, with whom he has since cut ties, and that he is still trying to come to terms with the harm he inflicted on his students. In one interview he said that “I told people they were going to Hell if they didn’t stop, and these were professional Christians! This was probably my worst wrongful act[footnoteRef:4].’ [4:  https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/anti-gay-therapist-mckrae-game-says-sorry-as-he-comes-out-wr9sllbrt] 


Coming out publicly and discrediting this organisation has no doubt done wonders for the LGBT community, who likely suffered discrimination throughout the years from people believing that being gay was, in some way, an ‘illness’ that can be ‘cured’. 

In 2020, in a move that captured attention worldwide, Pope Francis publicly backed same-sex civil unions. He said “homosexual people have a right to be in a family. They are children of God and have a right to a family. Nobody should be thrown out or be made miserable over it[footnoteRef:5].” The Pope, one of the most prominent and important men in the religion, being so liberal and supportive of homosexual relationships is a huge stride for the LGBT community.  [5:  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/21/pope-francis-backs-same-sex-civil-unions] 


This is in contrast to the treatment received by Krzysztof Charamasa, a former Vatican official, who in 2015 “was sacked and defrocked for publicly announcing that he is gay[footnoteRef:6]” and was planning to marry his partner. At the time the Vatican called his announcement “very serious and irresponsible[footnoteRef:7]”, making their attitudes on the subject very clear. Fortunately for the LGBT community, the difference of opinion within the Vatican has been immense in the past 5 years, and Pope Francis’ support will pave the way for a more accepting and welcoming faith. As the Pope, he influences many people across the globe, and it is possible that his positive attitude will encourage other people to think the same, constructive way.   [6:  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/28/ex-vatican-official-krzysztof-charamsa-im-a-gay-man-im-not-a-monster]  [7:  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/28/ex-vatican-official-krzysztof-charamsa-im-a-gay-man-im-not-a-monster] 



There will always be people who both agree and disagree with homosexuality, and it is likely that the debate over whether or not God accepts them into the religion will continue. Many people are still offended by the thought of gay people ‘ruining the sanctity of marriage’ through gay marriage, however, as the years go by, their views are becoming the minority. 

The modernisation of the religion and the increasing advocating for the church to become more inclusive is gaining traction. With the Pope’s support, more people are feeling like they are finally allowed to belong to the faith of their choice. The unethical treatment of homosexuals is over the years is condemnable, however, Christianity may finally be given the opportunity to repent and correct their failures.

Furthermore, homosexual clergies are now being ordained. Encouraging equal opportunities and acceptance for all and allowing people to be able to love who they want can’t be anything other than beneficial for the religion. Christianity is gradually declining, as are a lot of other religions. This is attributed to the shift in societies and the fact that people no longer feel the need to uphold historical traditions and expectations. People have more freedom to do what they want, without the fear of repercussions. For instance, divorce is common in this day and age, something that was previously looked down upon. In addition to this, fewer people feel the need to get married, or have children in wedlock, something that would have resulted in an individual being shunned years ago. 

The rapid decline is something that may be fixable if religions continue to commit to introducing equal opportunities for all. Becoming more ‘current’ may inspire more people from younger generations to join the religion, allowing people to follow the faith whilst living the lives that they want to. Understandably, there are expectations and practises that have been in place for centuries, however, it is important to remember that these rules were introduced thousands of years ago, and many are no longer suited to modern-day life. 
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