	
	
	



The concept of policing by consent

In this essay, I intend to investigate the concept of policing by consent. I will discuss why this concept is important for keeping social peace and cooperation, as well as how it affects society in numerous ways. In addition, I am going to give a detailed examination of the Brixton riots of 1981, analysing the underlying causes of the disturbance and how it affected the community in both the short and long term. 
[bookmark: _Int_2C8DZydU]Policing by consent is very important when it comes to keeping our society safe and in order. Policing by consent means that the police get their power from the people, and it is important that they act with the community's approval. By involving the community in the policing process, the police can gain a better understanding of the issues that affect the community and respond to them more effectively. This approach also helps to encourage a sense of trust and mutual respect between the police and the public they serve. When the police act with the consent of the community, they are better equipped to preserve peace and protect the rights of all citizens. In 1829, Sir Robert Peel proposed the Metropolitan Police Act, which marked a turning point in the history of policing. The act brought about a series of reforms that aimed to create a modern and professional police force in London. The Metropolitan Police was established to replace the existing system of watchmen and constables, which was considered outdated and inefficient. Under the new system, police officers were required to wear distinctive uniforms and work in a hierarchical structure, with clear lines of command and division of labor. The force was also equipped with modern tools and technologies, such as truncheons, handcuffs, and lanterns, which enabled officers to perform their duties more effectively. The Metropolitan Police Act also introduced a new philosophy of policing, emphasizing the importance of police as a civilian force serving the community. The police were trained to use non-violent means to resolve conflicts and to work closely with the public to prevent crime. This approach marked a departure from the previous emphasis on punishment and deterrence and represented a more enlightened and progressive view of policing. Overall, the Metropolitan Police Act of 1829 represented a comprehensive reform of the policing system in London, and its legacy can still be seen in modern policing practices around the world.
The Brixton riots of 1981 were a tragic series of violent fights between the police and Brixton's Afro-Caribbean community. The riots were caused by long-standing racial tension and discrimination, as well as a history of police harassment and brutality against black adolescents. The riots began on April 10, 1981, when police officers attempted to search Brixton's primarily black neighborhoods for drugs and weapons. The police's brutal strategy and aggressive behaviour quickly developed community frustration, resulting in a violent conflict. The situation immediately deteriorated, with angry citizens throwing rocks, bottles and Molotov bombs at the cops, who responded with batons and tear gas.The riots expanded throughout Brixton over several days, with widespread looting and arson, as well as violent fights between the police and the community. The riots resulted in important property and infrastructure damage, with over 100 buildings damaged or destroyed and over 300 people injured. The Brixton riots served as an important reminder of the country's severe racial inequality and social injustice at the time. They also highlighted the importance of increased understanding and cooperation between the police and the community, as well as important steps to address the root causes of the conflict. The riots were an important turning point in the history of race relations in the United Kingdom, and its impact can still be felt today. 
Overall, the Brixton riots of 1981 were a significant event that brought to light the consequences of a breakdown in policing by consent. Policing by consent is a central concept that emphasizes that the police derive their authority and legitimacy from the consent of the public they serve. In the case of the Brixton riots, the police's failure to engage with the black community and understand their concerns led to a breakdown in trust, which eventually culminated in the riots. The underlying causes of the riots were complex and multifaceted. Factors such as high unemployment, poor housing, and racial discrimination created a sense of despair and hopelessness among the black community, which was compounded by the heavy-handed tactics of the police. The police's use of stop and search tactics, which disproportionately targeted black individuals, created a sense of resentment and mistrust towards the police, which further exacerbated the situation. The police response to the riots was also a significant factor that contributed to the breakdown in policing by consent. The police used a heavy-handed approach, which included the use of riot gear, batons, and tear gas, to quell the riots. This approach only served to further alienate the black community and created a sense of hostility towards the police. The long-term impact of the Brixton riots was significant. The riots led to a loss of life, widespread property damage, and a sense of disillusionment among the black community. It also highlighted the need for the police to work closely with the communities they serve, to ensure that their authority is based on consent, rather than coercion. The police must engage with the community, understand their concerns, and address their grievances, to prevent a breakdown in social order and cooperation. In conclusion, the Brixton riots of 1981 serve as a powerful reminder of the importance of policing by consent and the consequences of a breakdown in this principle. It highlights the need for the police to prioritize community engagement and trust-building, to prevent civil unrest and maintain social peace and harmony.
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