Week 5

The Coming of the Cistercians to Britain
The foundation of Fountains Abbey

In this seminar we look at the momentous events at the Benedictine abbey of St Mary, York, that led to the foundation of Fountains Abbey. Our source is the early part of the Narratio de Fundatione of Fountains Abbey.  Read the translation and think about how this foundation differs from that of Rievaulx. Who were the main players in this drama? Where did the idea for the foundation come from? What difficulties did the early community encounter, and how were they overcome?

It is also crucial to consider the status of the source. What questions need to be asked about it?

Reading:

Knowles, Monastic Order, pp. 227-45.
Burton, Monastic and Religious Orders, chapter 4.
Booklist section iv(b) especially the articles by Derek Baker. See also Bethell, ‘The foundation of Fountains Abbey’, and Burton, Monastic Order in Yorkshire, chapter 4.

For the Narratio de Fundatione of Fountains Abbey as a source, see Baker, ‘The Genesis of English Cistercian Chronicles’.
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