 Why are terrorist organisations often involved in other forms of criminality and how can this inform counter terrorism policing?


[bookmark: _Int_Gep2e2fP]Terrorism is an unlawful use of violence and intimidation in the pursuit of political aims. By definition it is a crime that particularly targets civilians and areas that have some sort of value to the intended target. Terrorism is a broad term and when referring to the people who commit terrorism the word ‘terrorist’ can be used. The first acts of terrorism can be traced as far back as the 1st century AD, where the Sicari Zealots were regarded as the first terrorist to commit terrorism. (Zeitlin, S., 1962). However, there is no scholarly consensus over the definition of terrorism. This derives from the fact that the term terrorism is politically and emotionally charged. As shown in (Record, J., 2003). There have also been in recent history many cases of terrorism throughout the world. Major cases being the 9/11 attacks on the twin towers in New York and the 7/7 bombings in London. The acts not only put the victim state on high alert but also destroy many people's lives and livelihoods. The question that arises is, how the terrorist funds these operations and how do they gain access to the abilities and knowledge of how to commit such attacks. The aim of this report is to explore and report on the findings of how some terrorist organisations rely on other forms of criminality alongside their terrorism plots and how can this help counter terrorism prevent anymore crimes. This report explores the reasons behind the involvement of terrorist groups in criminality and how this understanding can shape effective counter terrorism policing strategies.

One of the primary motivations for terrorist groups to engage in illegal criminal activities is financial gain. (Masciandaro, D. ed., 2017.) further strengthens this point as it draws upon and confirms that terrorist organisations do in fact commit various other crimes such as money laundering to gain more money to fund other operations. (Levi, M. and Gilmore, W., 2002) also explains and further adds that money laundering is on the rise with terrorist organisation spotting a quick way to make illegal money while trying to stay under the radar. Terrorist groups also partake in drug trafficking, arms smuggling and extortion as ways to make more money. (Freeman, M., 2016.) explains that although they use all these other streams of crime to make money the goal is to funnel this money back into financing terrorism and will not necessarily stay in the same type of crime as that would increase the risk of getting caught by the police.

[bookmark: _Int_y4W3Izsy]To fully understand how the terrorist organisation works you need to delve deeper into the crimes they commit for financial gain. For this report we will look at drugs trafficking as it is one of the most used as means for financial gain for terrorist groups according to (Schmid, A.P., 2005). The word used when the connection between drugs and terrorism is “narco-terrorism,” and it seems to be a problem not just in countries where the terror rate is high but across the world. As in (Wardlaw, G., 1988.) it is said that the Drug Enforcement Agency in the United States of America believes the use of narco-terrorism is increasing and that you should not over emphasise the inevitability of more drug-terrorist connections developing. 

[bookmark: _Int_RqZcoMpl][bookmark: _Int_cwV9FItN]The Taliban are a predominantly Pashtun, Islamic fundamentalist group are sometimes regarded as terrorists as explored in (Misra, A., 2002.) they operate mainly in Afghanistan and were the belligerents the NATO were fighting during the war in Afghanistan. The Taliban also worked closely with known terrorist group Al-Qaeda. Who most infamously committed the attacks on the twin towers and the Pentagon during the 9/11 attacks in 2001. (Camp, D., 2012) explains how the two were intertwined with similar ideologies and mutually benefitted mutually from the drug trade throughout Afghanistan at the time. Although it was clear to see that Al-Qaeda funnelled the profits toward their leader at the time Osama Bin Laden and their terrorist plots. The Taliban profit from a “thriving opium trade” (Peters, G., 2009) states. He also undertook a study into the Taliban and their relationship with narcotics and found it to be a fundamental building block in financing terrorism. (Perl, R., 2001). Reinforces this statement with his report. In the report it is stated “funds raised from the production and trade of opium and heroin are used by the Taliban to buy arms and war materials and to finance the training of terrorists and support the war in Afghanistan”.

Other reasons terrorist organisation involves themselves in other forms of criminality is because by doing so they are exposing themselves to the criminal network and potentially meeting likeminded individuals and expanding their ideologies to other regions, towns, or cities. (Bovenkerk, F. and Chakra, B.A., 2004) touched upon this subject matter and explained how the ‘criminal underworld’ may produce the type of people with the necessary operational and knowledge that the terrorist organisation requires. This can also be seen in (Dishman, C., 2001.) where many terrorist organisations already have established active contacts in the criminal underworld and these contacts are often used and involved in a range of tasks on behalf of the organisation. (Galeotti, M., 2001) article expands on top of this and goes on to show the terrorist organisations are more than welcome in the criminal underworld as the relationship between the two criminal parties seems to be a mutually beneficial relationship. With the contacts the terrorist organisations make there is the added benefit for them of operational support. Criminal networks offer terrorist organisations access to logistical support such as safehouses, transportation and fake and forged documents. All helping to facilitating their ability to plan and execute attacks. (Pasquarella, J., 2006.) shows and highlights the different types of support the criminal networks give the terrorist organisation and reinforces the statement made in the report.

[bookmark: _Int_RsW9XSlt][bookmark: _Int_ITbkzBOb][bookmark: _Int_JrJGZFGV]If counter terrorism were going to try and shut down an individual or group planning a terror attack, they would have to find a unique way of targeting this before it is too late. There are many ways they can do this. One being through enhanced cooperation. This is where the nexus between drugs and terrorism is addressed, and awareness is spread at national, regional, and international levels between law enforcement agencies. (Björnehed, E., 2004.) says by doing this the world will be able to potentially anticipate where and when these crimes will occur, and not only will a terror attack be potentially foiled, but the drugs problem will also be eradicated. By adopting these techniques counter  terrorism will be able to adopt an integrated approach that addresses both terrorist and criminal activities and then recognising the interconnected nature of the two events. (Normark, M. and Ranstorp, M., 2015) also states that by disrupting the financial stream of the terrorist organisation can significantly undermine their operational capabilities. This can be done through targeted financial sanctions, assets seizure and anti-money laundering measures. By having and combining these tools with counter-terrorism from different states you will be able to enforce the counter terrorism prevention procedures effectively and the criminal activity will help inform counter terrorism of potential threats.

[bookmark: _Int_cjXiQPNn]Counter terrorism also employs its prevention strategy. It is known as ‘CONTEST.’ They have four letter P’s that stand for Prevent, Pursue, Protect and Prepare. By utilising these four strategies they can stop people from being radicalised, stop terrorists attacking, strengthen their protection against an attack and help minimise the impact of a terrorist attack. (Gearson, J. and Rosemont, H., 2015.). (McCulloch, J. and Pickering, S., 2009.) touches upon future crime and the war on terror. It explains how important it is for counter terrorism to be able to spot early signs of crime and then be able to make the connections from the organised crime to terrorism. Building of this anther important counter measure the police must keep in mind is community engagement. As these are the people who are in and amongst it every day. (Briggs, R., 2010.) backs up this statement as they mention that community engagement is central to and effective response to international terrorism and they say it has earned its place as a great counter terrorism strategy. In (Gunaratna, R., 2017) he takes a slightly different approach to the community engagement but provides a particularly good detail. It is stated that community rehabilitation is just as important. This is because of the ‘CONTEST’ strategy. As rehabilitating a person exposed to terror and potentially radicalised would be a highly effective method of reducing the chance of a terror attack occurring and the person would potentially help by giving information on the organisation that they were a part of. Addressing underlying factors contributing to criminality, such as poverty, marginalisation, and corruption, can also help prevent individuals from being drawn into terrorist activities. By implementing programs aimed at reducing crime and improving community resilience, authorities can mitigate the conditions conducive to radicalization and extremism.

To answer the question this report set out to answer you need to look at all the information gathered and then ask how this informs counter terrorism. Criminal activities often leave traces such as financial transactions, communications, and physical evidence. Law enforcement agencies can leverage this information to gather intelligence on potential terrorist threats. For example, monitoring money laundering activities may uncover financial networks used by terrorist organisations to fund their operations. (Singh, K. and Best, P., 2019). Criminal networks and terrorist groups may overlap or collaborate, sharing resources, expertise, and personnel. Understanding these connections can help authorities identify key individuals and organisations involved in terrorist activities. For instance, investigations into drug trafficking may reveal links to terrorist organisations involved in smuggling operations. This then leads to recognisable patterns, such as recruitment tactics, operational planning, and communication methods. Analysing these patterns can help law enforcement agencies identify potential terrorist activities and pre-emptively disrupt them. For example, studying the modus operandi of organised crime groups may provide insights into the tactics employed by terrorist cells.

To conclude the report, the question of why terrorist organisations are often involved in other forms of criminality and how can this inform counter-terrorism policing. It is clear to see that they get involved for a variety of reasons with the main ones being. Financial gain and operational support. The terrorist groups need to involve themselves in other forms of crime to fund their operations and gain contacts and help from the criminal underworld to help further their cause and make attacks easier. However, this can in fact make it easier for counter terrorism to spot behaviour patterns and can help counter terrorism make arrests and use the correct strategies to prevent any further harm to the public or nation. By understanding why terrorist organizations engage in other forms of criminality provides valuable insights for counter terrorism policing. By targeting the financial, operational, and logistical aspects of terrorist-criminal networks, law enforcement agencies can effectively disrupt their activities and enhance national security. This approach requires collaboration between various agencies, intelligence sharing, and addressing underlying governance and socio-economic factors that contribute to the nexus between terrorism and criminality.
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