Everyday Life in Athens and Rome (HPHP4020) 
Childhood and education 
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In this short workshop we will briefly consider some source extracts looking at the education of children in the ancient Roman world. Read the sections that have been highlighted (these are indicated by black marker lines on the pages) and consider the following questions below:

Questions
1) What evidence is there for the use of corporal punishment as a common method of disciplining children in ancient Rome? Was it universally endorsed?    
2) What evidence do we have for the education of girls in ancient Rome? 
3) How much can the evidence inform about the social position of different types of teachers in ancient Roman society – considering, in particular, the literary and legal evidence? 
4) What is your impression of the jokes made about students in the Philogelos – “laughter lover”? 
5) What supposed problems does Columella claim may occur from having a literature slave overseer? 
6) What information can the colloquia give us about a “typical” child’s school day? 
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