Seminar Session 2 – Week 8
Conceptual and Theoretical Frameworks in Research

Core Reading
Crawford, L. M. (2020). Conceptual and Theoretical Frameworks in Research. In Foundations in Research Design. SAGE. 

Learning Outcomes
By the end of this seminar, students should be able to:
· Distinguish between conceptual frameworks and theoretical frameworks. 
· Explain the purpose and role of each framework in research. 
· Develop a coherent conceptual framework aligned with their research problem. 
· Select and justify an appropriate theoretical framework for their own research. 
· Critically evaluate the conceptual and theoretical frameworks used in published research. 

Seminar Structure
	Activity
	Time

	Group discussion
	30 minutes

	Group presentations
	15 minutes each

	Whole-class discussion
	15 minutes






Group A
Understanding Conceptual and Theoretical Frameworks

Focus
Understanding the distinction between conceptual and theoretical frameworks and why both are fundamental to rigorous research.
The article argues that a conceptual framework provides the overall argument and structure for the study, while the theoretical framework is one component within the conceptual framework that explains relationships using established theories. 

Group Activity
Select one member's research proposal.
Identify:
· Research problem 
· Conceptual framework 
· Theoretical framework 
Discuss whether these are clearly distinguished.

Discussion Questions

1. Understanding Frameworks
· How does Crawford define a conceptual framework? 
· Why does Crawford argue that a conceptual framework is much more than a literature review? 
· Why do some researchers confuse conceptual and theoretical frameworks? 

2. Conceptual vs Theoretical Framework
Discuss:
· What is the purpose of a conceptual framework? 
· What is the purpose of a theoretical framework? 
· Can one exist without the other? 

3. Comparing Different Authors
The article reviews several definitions from authors such as:
· Ravitch & Riggan 
· Maxwell 
· Miles et al. 
· Marshall & Rossman 
Why do different authors define conceptual frameworks differently?
Should there be a single accepted definition?

4. Critical Reflection
Do you agree with Crawford's recommendation that conceptual and theoretical frameworks should not be treated as synonymous?
Why?

Group Presentation (15 minutes)
Present:
· Your explanation of conceptual and theoretical frameworks. 
· Major differences. 
· Why researchers often confuse them. 
· Recommendations for researchers. 

Application to Your Research Project
Each student should complete:
"The conceptual framework for my study explains… while my theoretical framework explains…"



Group B – Building a Strong Conceptual Framework
Focus
Understanding the purpose, sources and construction of a conceptual framework.
The article identifies three major purposes:
· Argumentation 
· Explanation 
· Generation 
and three major sources:
· Experience 
· Literature 
· Theory. 

Group Activity
Choose one dissertation topic.
Construct a conceptual framework by identifying:
· research problem 
· literature gap 
· concepts 
· variables/constructs 
· relationships 
· theoretical foundation 

Discussion Questions

1. Purpose
According to Crawford, conceptual frameworks perform three functions.
Discuss:
· What is meant by argumentation? 
· What is meant by explanation? 
· What is meant by generation? 
Why are all three important?

2. Sources
The article argues that conceptual frameworks come from:
· experience 
· literature 
· theory 
Discuss:
Why is personal experience alone insufficient?
Why must literature provide the main justification?

3. Alignment
Why should the conceptual framework align with:
· research problem 
· objectives 
· questions 
· methodology 
· data collection 
· analysis? 
What happens if alignment is weak?

4. Critical Reflection
Many students build their conceptual framework after writing Chapter 2.
Should the conceptual framework instead guide the literature review?
Why?

Group Presentation (15 minutes)
Present:
· your conceptual framework; 
· explain its sources; 
· explain how it aligns with the research design. 

Application to Your Research Project
Students should sketch their own conceptual framework showing:
· independent variables (if applicable) 
· dependent variables (if applicable) 
· mediators/moderators (if applicable) 
· major concepts 
· expected relationships 
For qualitative studies, students should identify the key concepts, context, and relationships that frame the investigation.



Group C – Applying Conceptual and Theoretical Frameworks to Research Design

Focus
Applying the article to real research proposals and evaluating whether frameworks are coherent and defensible.
The article emphasises that a well-developed framework provides a foundation for research questions, methodology, data collection, analysis, and interpretation. It also recommends presenting the conceptual framework both narratively and graphically to enhance clarity and coherence. 

Group Activity
Choose one research project.
Evaluate whether it contains:
· a clear conceptual framework; 
· a clearly identified theory; 
· alignment between framework and methodology. 
Suggest improvements.

Discussion Questions
1. Selecting Theory
According to Crawford:
How should researchers select an appropriate theory?
Discuss:
· theory cluster 
· competing theories 
· theory selection 
· contribution to knowledge 

2. Framework and Methodology
How does the conceptual framework influence:
· research questions? 
· methodology? 
· methods? 
· sampling? 
· analysis? 
Give examples.

3. Presenting Frameworks
The article recommends presenting conceptual frameworks:
· graphically 
· narratively 
Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each.
Which is more useful for examiners?

4. Critical Evaluation
Imagine you are reviewing a DBA thesis.
What weaknesses would indicate that the conceptual or theoretical framework is poorly developed?

Group Presentation (15 minutes)
Present:
· evaluation of the selected project; 
· strengths; 
· weaknesses; 
· recommendations for improvement. 

Application to Your Research Project
Each student should explain:
· Which theory underpins the study? 
· Why was this theory selected? 
· How does the theory explain the phenomenon? 
· How does the conceptual framework integrate the literature and theory? 
· How will the framework guide the research methodology and analysis? 



Whole-Class Discussion (15 minutes)
Following the group presentations, discuss:
1. Why is a conceptual framework often described as the "blueprint" of a research study? 
2. How does a theoretical framework strengthen the credibility of research? 
3. Can a study have a conceptual framework without adopting a single formal theory? Under what circumstances? 
4. How do conceptual frameworks differ between qualitative, quantitative, and mixed-methods research? 
5. Why is alignment between the research problem, literature review, conceptual framework, theoretical framework, methodology, and methods essential for producing rigorous DBA or PhD research? 

Seminar Wrap-Up Activity (10 minutes)
Ask each student to prepare a one-minute "Research Framework Pitch".
They should answer:
· What is my research problem? 
· What are the key concepts in my study? 
· Which theory best explains my phenomenon? 
· How does my conceptual framework connect the literature, theory, research questions, and methodology? 
· What contribution will my framework make to knowledge? 
Students present their pitch to a partner, who provides constructive feedback on clarity, coherence, and alignment.

Expected Learning Outcomes
By the end of this seminar, students should be able to:
· distinguish clearly between conceptual and theoretical frameworks; 
· explain the three purposes of a conceptual framework—argumentation, explanation, and generation—and the three sources from which it is developed: experience, literature, and theory; 
· construct a coherent conceptual framework that aligns with the research problem, research questions, methodology, and methods; 
· identify and justify an appropriate theoretical framework to explain or test relationships within their study; 
· critically evaluate the quality and alignment of conceptual and theoretical frameworks in published research; and 
· develop both a graphical and narrative representation of their own research framework, consistent with Crawford's recommendations for rigorous research design.

