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Criminology and Policing
Module BMPS6012 Independent Project 
Student Name: Kirsty Lauren Jones-Higginson
Supervisor Name: Laura KnightA critical analysis and evaluation of what policing was like in South Wales during the COVID 19 pandemic.

Research Question (1 sentence max.)
Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. For this dissertation the topic will be COVID 19 as it is a very recent subject area which affected many different lives. An example of this is where the population had to wear masks, full PPE, gloves, as well as using hand sanitiser multiple times during the day. These guidelines were being reviewed every three weeks to see if the spread of COVID 19 was being prolonged. (Drakeford, 2022).
Duffy (2020) states that there were 12,086 deaths between 2020-2023, showing that during this period many people lost family members as well as having to adapt to different lockdowns, rules and regulations.
From just key information like this, the research undertaken will gain further knowledge on how COVID 19 did affect policing, how the public has different perceptions on policing during COVID 19.
South Wales Police published an article in 2020 to give a key understanding of the legislation during the lockdown. Firstly, they aimed to always ensure they were communicating with the public to ensure that all the rules were clearly understood and ensuring the public were protected. The article ensures people were aware of any fines they could have potentially received if breaking the rules on several occasions (South Wales Police, 2020)
Research found about policing in the pandemic, articles on word document describing the effects and pressure that COVID 19 put on police forces as well as the worry for the public.
Public perceptions to policing during COVID 19 findings will be gathered from the primary research of a questionnaire. This is where there will be a wide range of questions in order to gain an in sight in how people feel about COVID 19 and how the way the police have dealt with the problems they faced during the lockdown.


Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.A critical analysis of policing in South Wales during the COVID 19 Pandemic 


 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims.OBJECTIVE 1: Assess how policing changed during the Covid-19 pandemic.
 Identify here could be the increase in mental health incidents and the police response to this.

OBJECTIVE 2: Compare and contrast the police approach in Wales compared to other countries.

OBJECTIVE 3: Evaluate public perceptions on policing in South Wales during the pandemic.



 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? Primary research with a mixture of closed and open questions
Questionnaire – asking the public, different sectors and Police Support Volunteer.
Qualitative and Quantitative research ensures to provide a wide range of questions some being more descriptive whereas some will allow the research to be more closed questions like yes or no. Important to have closed and open questions to ensure there will be an descriptive answers.
Justification for these choices 


Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. All age groups apart from children 18 plus, post on social media, sample will be online.


Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  Age categories will be requested to ensure all participants are over the age of 18.


 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?Gather all findings together ready to write it up.
Have a look at the books on the reading list look at thematic analysis and why this form of analysis is the best form. 


Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.Research started on the 2/10/23 where research is commenced.  
All research should be completed by after Christmas to ensure that all findings are being written up properly and all the research that is needed is there waiting.
Finish by end of March/April to ensure plenty of time to look over change and edit.
Debate the timeline length when research must be commenced, adapted and worked on for finalisation ready for deadline submission. 


Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e., could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  This chosen topic will be beneficial in understanding and critically analysing how the police conducted their roles during COVID-19 pandemic. The findings will allow a thorough insight to how South Wales Police conducted their roles. 
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