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“What does it mean to commemorate? How do memorials create personal meaning in a public place?”


Introduction
Memorials exist to commemorate particular life events, in which they are many different forms. They typically take place to pay tribute to a person/people or to support a cause or a movement, whether the event is a tragedy, honouring a pioneer or a leader for generations, commemorating an act or service and defence. The act of commemoration is performed also due to the fact, so those people are not forgotten, not only today but for the future. This also allows information and stories about our predecessors to be cascaded down to generations, as well as transferring those values and traditions from societies that were here before us. 
The main reason for commemorations or memorials is posthumous. When there is a death involved, this typically evokes a memory for the people related to the death, either public or personal. For example, the attendance of a memorial or placing flowers symbolises this correlation of emotion and respect paid. In addition, the use of iconography such as art (murals, paintings, photography) is another method of commemoration in which has a “a sensory likeness relation” to the ones remembered, according to Raymond Firth. (Schwartz, B. 1982 p.377)



Events/Tragedies
Commemoration has been involved in most of our lives as, more so in this modern society. In this essay, multiple examples of memorials shall be explored. The first example of a memorial in a public place will be the memorials following the tragic events of the World Trade Centre in New York in September 11th, 2001. This event is simply otherwise known as 9/11 post-event. 
This was an event where it took place in the public eye, and nearly 3,000 people had lost their lives, including the firefighters, victims and the terrorists involved. Shortly after the event took place, due to seeing it unfold either nearby or via television, members of the public quickly gathered to the site known as ‘Ground Zero’ “some with photos of missing loved ones, seeking some hint of their fate.” (Burgen. P, 2018) 
[image: ][image: ]
This was an early form of commemoration in response to the event, in which the personal meaning was not only to remember the victims by the loved ones, but also conveyed a personal meaning as some were actively searching for their loved one’s whereabouts, so there was a sense an urgency and panic derived from the early memorials. 
Following the aftermath, more and more memorials were cropping up over the city, as there was a growing knowledge about what occurred. With this event, there was an immediate personal meaning for those involved. The personal suffering involved is empathised with the wider public, evident by the memorials that took place after. 
Many monuments were constructed, not only through the United States but worldwide following these attacks to remember and to symbolise solidarity against terrorism. Monuments were constructed such as:
[image: The &quot;Memory and Light&quot; monument was designed by Daniel Libeskind, the architect who created the master plan for reconstructing at ground zero. Italy marked the fourth anniversary of the 9/11 attacks with a new glass and steel memorial that incorporates a twisted steel beam from the World Trade Center.]‘Memory and Light’ monument – Italy




This monument was constructed in Padula, Italy to commemorate the event and honor the dead and their loved ones on the 4th anniversary. The structure includes a fragment of a steal beam from the fallen towers. 

‘Empty Sky Memorial’ in New Jersey
[image: The concrete and steel &quot;Empty Sky Memorial&quot; was designed by architect Jessica Jamroz and pays tribute to the 746 citizens of New Jersey who lost their lives.]

This structure was created to commemorate the 746 people from New Jersey who had lost their lives in the 9/11 attack. The concrete and steel wall frame symbolizes the two towers, in which the public can view the names of the local victims inscribed into the structure. 
Another example of a public monument from the tragedy is from Melbourne, Australia, where a lamppost was wrapped with a memorial and graffiti that states “evil never wins”. 
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/44/9-11_tribute_in_Melbourne%2C_Aus.jpg/220px-9-11_tribute_in_Melbourne%2C_Aus.jpg]






These examples reinforce the commemoration on a worldwide scale but how does it exactly create a personal meaning? From a social point of view, the purpose of a memorial is to remember what has happened, in which the public memorial is an acknowledgement for those involved and allows others who didn’t necessarily have a direct relation, to consider the victims and honor them, showing empathy in the form of respect as a social practice.

From an educational standpoint, these memorials allow people to become educated in the history of the event. "At this point, the purpose of designing a memorial or memory place gains importance. These purposes can be listed as mourning, learning a lesson from history, teaching and reminding the younger generation about past events, improving the dialogue between the past and present, etc.” (Brett et al., 2007). It also allows the younger generations learn about older generations within their own families. This is very common within war memorials.

War Memorials
Many of us are attached to war memorials due to the fact we have likely had family members serve in a War over the span of last century, and even before that. There are many memorial sites and symbols to honor the service of those involved in World War 2, which typically evoke an emotional response from the public, again, reinforcing that personal correlation and resonance with the topic for different reasons. 
Examples: 
The Poppy (Remembrance Sunday)

The poppy is used as a symbol of commemoration for those who served in armed conflict, and also represents hope. The origin behind the use of the poppy being a symbol to commemorate the service was based from the first World War. Western Europe was the location of this event, in which the fields were destroyed due to the bombing. According to British Legion, “Bright red Flanders poppies (Papaver rhoeas) however, were delicate but resilient flowers and grew in their thousands, flourishing even in the middle of chaos and destruction.” (Britishlegion.org.uk accessed 16 nov. 2018).
The main inspiration behind the use of the poppy dates back to May 1915, where a Canadian doctor named Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae had lost a comrade in Ypres. He witnessed the site of poppies emerging from the graves of the fallen, in which he proceeded to gain inspiration and create a poem titled “In Flanders Fields”
The Poem: 
‘In Flanders' fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders' fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe;
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high,
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow  
In Flanders' Fields. ‘
- John McCrae (Wolff. L, 1958)

Following this poem and the following the immediate growth following the poppy symbolises the resilience and perseverance’s as well as scarifies that are synonymous with warfare
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Since then, the poppy has been represented to remember those who served, and reinforce the growth and hope that we associate with ourselves as a society. Not only is this a prime example of commemoration in an historical sense, but also is personal as it honors the family members and friends. Remembrance Day is a way for people to personally remember and have a personal connection. 
Public Mourining
Public Mourning is obviously the most common way to commemorate, as seen by the examples above. However, in today’s age, public mourning and commemoration can be conveyed digitally via social media. When there is an event such as a celebrity death or a tragic event, social media has now allowed the population to learn and receive this information almost instantaneously. For example, when the bombings in Manchester occurred last year, social media learned about it fairly quickly, in which there was such an overwhelming amount of tributes (alongside physical public memorials). Shortly after the tragedy, a concert was performed with musical acts such as Ariana Grande, Liam Gallagher and Justin Bieber, in which the money raised went to the victims. This concert allowed the whole world to commemorate those involved using social media. The concept of the celebrity also being a part of this increases with adding personal meaning, in which the ideology is that we see celebrities in a higher regard, in which they are someone we aspire to. When they are involved in tributes, then it adds an emotional investment and therefore a personal meaning for those on the outside of the situation. This concept is the same when a Celebrity passes away. 
[image: Brixton's David Bowie mural gets permanent protective cover, Friday 6th April, 2018]

This is a mural of David Bowie, who was considered an icon and a pioneer within music. The mural displays Bowies’ considered most popular alter-ego: Ziggy Stardust. The interesting aspect about this mural is that it was created in 2013, however become a point of interest and the most popular memorial for after Bowie Died in 2016, in which thousands of fans came to pay their respects. The concept of empathy comes back into this as well, as fans of his work, or people who were of a similar age as he had a personal connection to his death as they felt like they had grown up with him and his music catalogue. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, we commemorate in various forms, whether it is attending a public memorial or site, creating iconography honoring the subject or consuming their content. The personal connection stemmed from a public memorial is open to interpretation into how that subject correlates with their history, values, education and so on. The major reason as to how personal meaning created in a public space is due to the recipient either being involved, or knowing someone who was involved. 
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