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In this assignment it will discuss literacy in key stage two, which will then evaluate one approach that supports the development of one strand which is Oracy. It will explore why literacy is important in the curriculum (Government of Brunswick, no date) and will also explain the literacy framework in Wales (Welsh Government, 2014) and why it is being used (Newton Primary School, 2014). It will explain what literacy is and how it is defined by others (Cambridge Assessment, 2013), it will reflect on what is good teaching practice in literacy (Education Endowment Foundation (EEF), 2013) and what supports children learn in this area (Estyn, 2018). This assignment will bring in theory, policy and practice which is related to teaching in literacy and how children best develop their skills in literacy (Mills, 2009). It will give different examples of how storytelling can raise levels of achievement in literacy and how this approach helps children learn (Welsh Government, 2014). Finally it will give examples of other approaches that relate to Oracy and how effective these approaches are to support children in literacy (Grugeon, Hubbard, Smith and Dawes 2001).
The importance of having literacy in the curriculum is for the reason that it is good for children’s growth, culture and their development, but because the economy is changing and also in society where everything is computerised having literacy taught is needed (Government of Brunswick, no date). The National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) from the Welsh Government (2014) is made for practitioners to bring in literacy and numeracy to all the different subjects for children and young people between the ages of five and fourteen. Also according to Newton Primary School (2014) they have explained that literacy and numeracy skills are taught over all of the curriculum. The reasons why this has come about in Wales is because when the results from the Programme for International Assessment (PISA) tests came out in 2010 which are taken by fifteen-year olds did not come back as positive results. The Welsh Government established the LNF to make sure that the children in Wales progress their ability to get good results in their literacy and numeracy skills, the LNF is applied in every School in Wales. In 2010 international exams known as PISA tests were published (Newton Primary School, 2014).
The way that Literacy is explained is by the Curriculum for excellence (no date) that having these skills makes sure that the person is entirely involved in learning within their society, by several choices of texts, methods of languages all with the different society principles that they find beneficial. According to Cambridge Assessment (2013) literacy is identified as either just reading, or reading and writing or reading, writing, speaking and listening, the National Literacy Trust outlines that they think literacy is the skill ‘to read, write, speak and listen’ (Cambridge Assessment, 2013).  A knowledgeable individual is capable of communicating efficiently towards others and getting to recognise written data, the Welsh Government (2014) has developed literacy through the curriculum with three types they include reading, writing and Oracy. Reading is expressed as constructing the use of learning and using a variety of skills (Browne, 2007). Writing is described as a complicated activity which includes different skills, it starts by knowing what to write, how to write it and then being able to put it on paper so that others can understand what has been written (Browne, 2007). Oracy is defined as communication and speaking, English-speaking Union (2019) explains that it can be used for literacy and numeracy by explaining what reading and writing is and also mathematics. It is having the language to say what you want and the skill to build your concepts for others to understand and being capable of stating your ideas properly (English-Speaking Union, 2019). 
The Successful ways of teaching Literacy are to concentrate on the children’s speaking and listening skills by supporting the children by them reading a story verbally and to have discussions with other children about the story that they have read (Education Endowment Foundation (EEF), 2017). From EEF (2017) it explains that another best way is to add decoding and comprehension skills into reading, it also encourages the use of written text by developing their successful practice and to teach spelling openly. To provide support to teaching by correctly evaluating the needs of children and to offer children who struggle with their literacy skills by offering excellent planned support for them. The EEF (2017) uses these by focusing on literacy for schools so they can make a difference to how children can learn. Here are some examples of Literacy being used in schools:
From Estyn best practice (2018) Alltewn Primary School encourages children to develop their reading skills by organising an internet reading café on a weekly basis. This lets the school work with the parents to progress the number of prospects in reading and to enhance their reading skills. This helps the school to have a good relationship with the parents. This was put into practice because the number of parents without access to the internet and the children that were recognised by their teacher who needed the extra support. It prompted the importance of children reading at home.
From Westwood Community Primary School the children were asked to come up with ideas for a history lesson that related to World War heroes, Estyn (2018) showed that the children wanted to act it out doing a role play. They did their own planning from what they found by researching the topic, this was done by a trip to a war monument where the children learnt a lot about the different World War soldiers. Once the children were back in the classroom, they carried out research on one specific soldier that they learnt about in the visit to which they did a piece of comprehension on the soldier through a variety of investigations. Then the children put together their findings and performed out a play to remember this certain soldier.  
From Ysgol Heulfan School they have approaches for children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN), according to Estyn (2018) the school explains that getting the children to improve their development through communicating, using ICT, thinking and using number skills is important for their literacy skills. The school decided to appoint one member of staff to concentrate on the children’s wellbeing, behaviour and Additional Learning Needs. Estyn (2018) states that the school has helped the children who have ALN to participate in different group sittings so that they can communicate their thoughts on what things they want to learn and how to the teacher, from what has been discussed they put together a ‘Learning Project’ (Estyn 2018). This could be something like planning a trip to another town, to go to a restaurant and have food, to go to a shop and buy food and drink for a party or to arrange parts of an event like wedding/birthday. This helps children to improve on their ability to use real life skills and it enhances the children’s ability to use their personal and social skills all the way through. The School also did a project were the children heard the sound of a siren to which they hid under the table, from their real-life experience of doing this the children were put into groups to come up with a poem on how they felt during it. For the children this showed them that experiencing something made them learn better (Estyn, 2018). 
From the different ways in which literacy is taught in the curriculum one of them is Oracy, this is known as speaking, listening, collaboration and discussion. From Grugeon, Hubbard, Smith and Dawes (2001) having these skills helps children develop their understanding of the language within talking and written work which helps their communication skills. According to Britton (1992) he says that ‘talk is the sea upon which all else floats’, Mills (2009) explains that children’s Oracy skills are an important part of their development as it increases their knowledge on reading and comprehension. Mills (2009) also states that children use Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) approach when using talk in the classroom for them to develop their knowledge of writing. Vygotsky (1978) states that you cannot read and write unless you know how to talk, he says that it is difficult to experience real life ideas when you don’t know any words. Thinking does not happen unless you know how to verbally think, this is because the vital moment in their development helps the children to learn how to talk. (Vygotsky, 1978). Corbett and Strong (2011) came up with an approach ‘Talk for writing’ in which this is brought in throughout the curriculum to give ideas on how to develop children’s talk through language in a non-creative way previous to when they start writing. To engage the children in this development it has to be shown to be enjoyable and by using different sensory activities, this encourages children to be more confident and verbal so that they have the skill to create their own writing. 

The main approach for Oracy is storytelling where it is explained by Grugeon, Hubbard, Smith and Dawes (2001) and Browne, (2007) that it is when children speak to practitioners, friends and other staff members about a certain story from what they did the other day to maybe just saying they hurt themselves, children learn to use their imagination and to be artistic with their vocabulary. These stories can be brief, but this is a start of storytelling, it lets children learn to express themselves more and develop their Oracy skills by having the ability to listen to others that want to know more about this story, this can help the child to discover and combine these words into their own. Wells’s views on how storytelling is explained as (1987, cited in Grugeon, Hubbard, Smith and Dawes, 2001) ‘To try to make sense, to construct stories, and to share them with others in speech and in writing is an essential part of being human’ (p35).  The Welsh Government (2014) have related to key stage two children on what they need to know by the end of year four which is by progressing and presenting ideas in speaking by being able to talk to their class in ways that the listeners can understand (Welsh Government,2014). For example after the story has been read the storyteller can summarise what the book is all about so then the children can use the information from the story book to answer questions. The children can develop their speaking skills and to comprehend the difference from when they speak to their friends in a more formal talk (Welsh Government, 2014). For example the children could be speaking about the book in the playground with each other and then to talk with their groups in the classroom involving the specific activity. The children can discover the story through acting it out within their groups and also can use Welsh by translating the common words appropriately (Welsh Government, 2014). In Listening this can get the children to engage in what is being said and to comprehend what the key points of the story are and for the children to reply to what they understood from what has been read to them (Welsh Government, 2014). For example after the person reading the story has finished, they point out the key points and then the children can summarise what the story is all about, this develops their listening skills further. In collaboration and discussion the children participate in group chats so that every child has a chance to be involved in the discussion and also for the children to come to an agreement on the subject discussed (Welsh Government, 2014). For example after the story has been told the children have understood what the story is about, they get put into groups where every child in that group gives one point from the story to which they can re-enact to the class. This helps them to understand that being on the task through the discussion gives them a better chance in relaying the story back. Browne (2007) suggests that children can enhance their vocabulary and memory with different activities relating to the story book.
The other different approaches that relate to Oracy which children can do in the classroom or even outdoors to help with their development are Puppets, where children can make their own by searching for ideas on the computer this helps them to express themselves and be creative, it also helps children who are quiet and who have English as a second language (Grugeon, Hubbard, Smith and Dawes, 2001). Using puppets has a substantial effect on children’s development in Oracy because it gives them confidence to speak to the class, it also expands on their speaking skills (Insani, 2017). Hot seating, where the class can have one child in the chair and the rest of the class has a title of either a book or film to which they need to give the child in the seat a clue but are not allowed to say the title or certain words (Grugeon, Hubbard, Smith and Dawes, 2001). This helps children think about particular questions it also helps them to use their listening skills and understand the words that are being spoken (Eagleton, 2018). Circle time, this is either a large group of children or the whole class within which each child is asked to talk about a specific subject that is vital to them where everyone else listens (Browne, 2007). This can help children communicate with each other and also to improve on their attitudes and behaviour with one another, it promotes their learning abilities and most of all their confidence (Grugeon, Hubbard, Smith and Dawes, 2001). Role play, is the children acting out and dressing up regarding the certain topic that they are learning about, for example Grugeon, Hubbard, Smith and Dawes (2001) describes that a year four class were learning about Tudors, so they dressed up in Tudor outfits and they acted out what happened during that time. This helps the children develop their speaking and listening skills, it also helps them to interact with other children and they are able to express themselves more effectively (Gross, 2013). Educational visits, which is taking a trip to a certain place relating to the specific topic the children are learning about. This helps children get an understanding of what they are learning from the real-life experiences, this focuses on the children’s abilities by getting them interested in different activities using their speaking and listening skills (Grugeon, Hubbard, Smith and Dawes, 2001). 
To conclude this assignment it has explained that literacy is an important part of children’s lives and that it needs to be taught in many ways (Government of Brunswick, no date). It explains what the LNF is and gives a reasoning from Newton Primary School (2014) that the importance of having it will try to improve the results from the PISA tests. It explains that literacy is the ability to learn to read, write, speak and listen in any subject (Cambridge Assessment, 2013), it is having the ability to communicate effectively towards others, understand words and having the knowledge from that to put it down on paper (Browne, 2007). The way that literacy is taught effectively is by developing on children’s speaking and listening skills first then slowly adding decoding and comprehension to fully develop their literacy (EEF, 2017). It gives examples of three different schools on how literacy is being taught to help with the development of children. This assignment gives an in depth reason to what Oracy is, it states that the way Oracy can be taught is by speaking, listening, collaboration and discussion, this helps children develop their understanding of the language to promote their communication skills (Grugeon, Hubbard, Smith and Dawes, 2001). It has explained that Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development has given an understanding that children need to have their Oracy skills first before they can progress on to their reading and writing skills (Mills, 2009). It has described how storytelling is an effective approach relating to Oracy, from the Welsh Government (2014) it explains the different points in speaking, listening, collaboration and discussion that children in key stage two need to be able to do at the end of year four. It gives examples of how these can be achieved in storytelling, also it is explained that without your speaking and listening skills children will find it hard to read and write (Browne, 2007). Then it gives a brief example of other approaches relating to Oracy and how effective they can be when being taught or used in the classroom setting (Grugeon, Hubbard, Smith and Dawes, 2001). 
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