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In this essay I am going to look at individual and collaborative learning, I will be discussing my own learning experiences through the programme so far and reflect on my use of digital technology throughout the course. I will be discussing what role digital learning has in my learning environment. Lastly, I will present my own opinion and what advice I would give new undergraduates to prepare for learning in the 21st century. 
What Is collaborative learning? According to JM Gerlach “Collaborative learning is based on the idea that learning is a naturally social act in which participants talk among themselves” (Gerlach, 1994). Collaborative learning is an educational technique used to encourage students to work together in groups to complete tasks or solve problems. By working together and talking to each other students are learning from each other. Collaborative learning gives students the opportunity to share knowledge which one another while working together. Through collaborative learning students can listen to several perspectives of a chosen topic and determine their own concept of ideas. 
Individual learning is different to collaborative learning, with individual learning students more often work separately from each other, meaning each student would carry out their own work without sharing information or working as a team. Students will gather their information from lessons or by carrying out their own research. Students will still have tasks or problems to solve but will work individually to achieve their goals. I
Both methods of learning are important, some students prefer different learning methods, so it is crucial to find the right balance between the two. Individual learning is important because it shows a truer reflection of an individual’s progress, compared to a collaborative piece of work where it might be difficult to tell if each group member understands the work. Similarly, collaborative learning is important because it shows that participants can solve problems together and work within a group. 
So far throughout my undergraduate course I have experienced both individual and collaborative learning. I would say that collaborative learning is present in most lectures on the course, during lectures we have been split up into small groups and given tasks and problems to tackle. As a group we share our ideas internally, listen to each other’s ideas, suggestions and perspectives and using all the information gathered we would then present our work to the rest of the class. JM Gerlach’s view on collaborative learning is present here as we are learning form talking to on another in a social environment. 
Additionally, I have also experienced first-hand individual learning throughout the course, before each lecture we are given pre lecture work to carry out. This work in most often individual work. Whether it be researching, reading or problem solving these tasks are done individually. This work can then be used further in the collaborative learning environment. 
Digital technology plays a large role in my learning experience on the undergraduate course, the first learning digital technology I was introduced to on the course was Moodle. Moodle is an open source learning management system, everything I need to know about my learning on the undergraduate course can be found on Moodle. Moodle has a big role within my learning experience it connects me with the university and the course information I need is available to me at any time. Through digital technology I can stay connected and updated with my course even if I am physically at university.  
The second digital technology that has a big impact on my learning is the online library, the online library is an extension to the university’s library on campus. The online library has numerous sources of information ranging from e-book, reports, journals and articles and all this is available to you through the internet. For me, the online library has made my learning experience more enjoyable and incredibly easier. The ability to access all this information from your laptop gives you more freedom when completing work, it enables you to do your work at home or at any time you wish. 
Google and other online sources, in an interesting article written by John Naughton he stated that when the invention of printing came about in the 15th century between eight and twenty-four million books were printed in the first 40 years, representing around 30,000 titles. If you compare that to the first 17 years since the invention of the web where it is estimated that there around 40 billion indexed pages on search engines alone, and potentially the dark web could be over 400 times bigger again. (Naughton, 2008). That is an unprecedented amount of information available to anyone at the click of a button. For all this information to be available to me instantly is incredibly useful while carry out research.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Social Media is another digital aid that plays a role in my learning. Social media has progressed in recent years it is not only a platform for socialising with friends, but it can also be a platform for information sharing. This year I have experienced some collaborative learning through social media, it is a platform to communicate with groups. You can also find several articles which are published onto social media some helpful for learning. One disadvantage with information shared on social media is it is not always a credible source, so it is important to keep that in mind while using information from this platform. Social media group chats have been very helpful for me on the course, they have allowed our group to give each other guidance but also have allowed us to communicate effectively while not on campus.
PLE stands for personal learning environment, this is effectively a digital footprint. In my personal learning environment, you would find the four topics I have discussed above. This is effectively the digital footprint I have developed since studying the course. Digital footprints are not only created through learning but from any use of digital technology. It is coming more common that parents are building children’s digital footprints from birth and in Canada, USA, UK, France, Germany and Spain 81% of children under the age of two have some form of digital footprint. (Attwell, 2014). 
During the undergraduate course I believe I have both strengths and weaknesses in the use of digital literacy. My biggest weakness from doing the lectures online rather than classroom based was organisation, telling myself I could catch up later, because it is accessible at any time it is easy to delay, compared to classroom based you must be there at the time. After delaying a couple of lectures, you can easily become overwhelmed with the workload. With doing the work digitally you have to be self-motivated. There is nobody motivate you to get on with the work. Apart from this I don’t think there are any more weaknesses to the digital learning. 
Strengths to completing the work digitally is always having access to endless amounts of information. If you are prepared to put the time into the research, you can find huge amounts of relevant information to the work you are doing. Communication is another strength to digital learning, you can communicate easily and promptly. 
My advice for new students looking to study the undergraduate course in the 21st century would be to make the most of the resources available to them. Both the online resources and the university’s facilities. Firstly, I would advise any new students to take make the most of the digital technologies that are being used. Learn how to use Moodle and the E-library to its full potential. Using these facilities to their maximum potential will greatly improve and ease your experience during the course. There is so much information on the universities e-library if you know how to access it properly. I would also advise new students to take advantage of the reading lists posted on Moodle by the lectures. These materials if used will greatly help you with understanding to the module and in the assignments. 
Another piece of advice I would give is to use the online platform offered by the university regularly, signing on to moodle often and even if you don’t have lectures will allow you to read about your modules and keep them fresh in your memory instead of trying to look back at everything whilst completing assignments. 
Although Digital and collaborative learning is becoming increasingly popular, I would advise to try and determine a good balance of individual and collaborative learning, also online learning but using the library as well. Sometimes when continually looking at the screen you might miss some important information, by finding a balance and reading book as well will be beneficial. 
Organisation would be my final piece of advice; the course runs much smoother if you manage to keep your self-organised and op top of work. Starting assignments early will greatly benefit you when it comes to peak times and assignments from multiple modules are due in around the same time. 
To conclude I believe that collaborative learning is an important method of learning for students. Being able to share you thought and ideas with your peers is important but also being able to listen and take in other people ideas is also beneficial. 
Digital technology is continuously advancing so it is important to keep up to date with the modernising of technology, keeping up to date with the progress is easier than trying to learn new technologies at a later date. All digital technologies used within the university with be taught to students which enables everyone to keep up to date. 
In my opinion Moodle and the universities e-library are the most important digital learning platforms, Moodle is used on a daily basis and holds all information regarding modules, the course, reading materials and assignments. Without moodle my university experience would be very different. The E-library is the next one because of the resources available to students. Academic information is crucial for all assignments so using this technology is greatly beneficial. I believe if it wasn’t for the e-library it would be much harder to find the right book for the relevant subjects. 
The PLE you create throughout the course is important, this is effectively your identity online. You want to create a good personal learning experience to give you the most potential to access credible and important information. 
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