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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

HOW EFFECTIVE IS FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY IN DETECTING POSITIVE OUTCOMES WITHIN POLCING?

INTRODUCTION:

I am choosing this topic as I have previously conducted research around facial recognition (FR) and CCTV. However, with FR, it is a relatively new piece of technology that the police are using. According to the Metropolitan Police website (2021) they are using the technology to prevent and detect crime by helping officers find wanted criminals.

The police use of FR is a contested topic amongst certain members of the public and different groups. These groups believe that the use of FR breaches certain human rights and it is illegal for the police to use. According to the British Broadcasting Company (BBC) (2020) campaigners and individuals who were captured on facial recognition won a court of appeal court case, ruling that the use by South Wales Police was unlawful.

Within Gwent facial recognition is a relatively new technology that police officers have at their disposal and I would like to conduct research from fellow officers to understand if they have any objections to the use of the technology and how it has or has not benefitted them. 

I will also be conducting research to establish if any of the 43 police services has released any statistics or information relating to the use of FR and how effective it has been. 

I believe this is a worthy consideration for my undergraduate dissertation as it is a new topic which has only recently been in the public eye. I have completed reading and research around this subject previously and will be referencing this throughout my dissertation.  


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

A summary of my key objectives from my research which I will use to collect the information will be as follows:
· To establish how FR is used within policing 
· To establish the benefits from the use of facial recognition technology within policing 
· To understand the criticism that the use of FR within policing effects members of the public 
· To understand the negatives of the FR and the potential drawbacks within its use in a policing capacity 
· To establish if the use of FR is detecting positive outcomes within policing 

The steps that I am going to take to answer all the questions I raised within the will be to conduct research on the literature that is already written by academics and from officers/police staff that have access and knowledge of FR. 

I will be also conducting both quantitative and qualitative research to obtain the key objectives and information.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The literature that I will be reviewing will be from different sources including Gwent police’s own FR policy and understanding how this has differed from the original policies and procedures brought in by the trial forces South Wales and the MET. 

I will collating more organisational strategic plans from the college of policing and government documents about the legalities of FR and where and when the police can use the technology.

I will be using literature from already written pieces of work surrounding this topic. As it is a relatively new piece of legislation, and I will be conducting research from literature written by academics. 

I will be using literature from articles written by opposing parties to FR and statistics that is released by government agencies to support the use of facial recognition. There is a gap in the research for FR as it is a relatively new technology that the police are using. According to so academics and researchers have not had the material to write about. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The types of research I will be conducting will to be through quantitative and qualitative research. Quantitative research according to Scribbr (2020) is a process of collecting and analysing numerical data. The quantitative research I will be using will be to conduct a survey from my fellow officers within Gwent about their experiences with the FR and if it has, or has not, benefitted the investigations and outcomes. 

This research will benefit my dissertation as it will obtain how active and serving officers use the FR and how they feel about the benefits/negatives of FR.

Qualitative research according to Scribbr (2020) is research that involves collecting and analysing non-numerical data to understand concepts, opinions, or experiences. The qualitative research I will be using will be in the form of an interview with a civilian member of police staff. The police staff will have experience in FR and how the police implement its usage. 
This will benefit my research as it will give a first-hand insight into the police use of the FR. The benefits of its use, the limitations of the use and the challenges of implementing it. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

My sampling framework for my intended research is completing a survey with serving and police officers. I will be using the website survey monkey to create the survey and will be using charts to collate the answers and produce them.

The other sampling framework I will be using for my intended research would be to interview a police staff who works within the field of FR. This will be from an expert within the field of FR who will provide an insight into the technology and how the police use the technology in the areas they need to.  


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The ethical issues I may encounter are that the research and sampling framework will be within policing. This may not produce an unbiased opinion of the FR or its use within policing. The survey I will create will be voluntary and no personal details will be obtained or retained. I will post the survey on police systems and only to select officers so I can manage the results and compile them in the correct format. 



	TIME SCALE:

The time scales I will be working towards will be set by the university alongside Gwent police learning and development department. I have received a schedule from the university which is agreed by the police and the dates of the submissions are set for me to achieve in the time scales. I will be submitting this proposal on the 21/11/2022 and the following dates are when my next submissions are due. 

Literature review is due to be submitted on the 23/01/2023
Research methodology and planning is due on the 13/03/2023 
Analysis of the results is due to be submitted on the 01/05/2023 
Final submission of the dissertation is due to be submitted on the 03/07/2023

Word Count - 1046
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