The importance of respecting the voice of the child.
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.
· (UNCRC) – The convention has 54 articles and was developed in 1989.  Articles 1-42 are for children and young people up to 18 years of age. The other articles state how governments and adults should work together to ensure children and young people can access their rights.
· It is the first legally binding international instrument to incorporate the full range of human rights for children – civil, cultural, economic, political and social.
· It started in 1989 and by 1991 everyone except two countries had signed, Somalia and America.
· The Welsh Government took all the rights in the (UNCRC) and sorted them into 7 different areas, calling them the 7 Core Aims-  
· Have a flying start in life.
· Have a comprehensive range of Education and learning opportunities.
·  Enjoy the best possible health and are free from abuse, victimisation and exploitation.
· Have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities.
· Are listened to, treated with respect, and have their race and cultural identity recognised.
· Have a safe home and a community which supports physical and emotional wellbeing.
· Are not disadvantaged by poverty.
· In 2011 Wales became the first country in the UK to make the (UNCRC) part of its domestic law. This law is called The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011.
· The Children’s Act 1989 provides a comprehensive framework for the care and protection of children.
· The Children’s Act 2004 supplemented the 1989 Act and reinforced the message that all organisations working with children have a duty in helping safeguard and promote the welfare of children. 
· Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 came into force in April 2016 and provides the legal framework that councils have to do to help people in need of care and support. 
· [image: ]
· Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs –
· Google.
· In 2003 Every Child Matters (ECM) which is a UK government initiative was launched, to ensure that more is done to protect the well-being of all children in the UK, ensuring that all children have the opportunity to fulfil their potential, whoever they are.
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Article 3
All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.    
· To help children during transition time within the nursery, early years practitioners can introduce rhythmic chants and clapping, to help support the children’s social and emotional needs before a change in their daily routine.  
· Practitioners plan for the needs of each individual child and their learning development under the EYFS which meets the five outcomes of ECM.
·  Effective assessments include on-entry, on-going and observational which feed into weekly planning to ensure that the daily focused tasks, enhanced and continuous provision are planned for appropriately in order to move the children on in their learning.
· Parents are provided with regular observation sheets on their child’s progress in all seven Areas of Learning.
· The Reggio approach states the importance of the parent being an essential resource to the child’s learning. It also highlights the collaboration of ideas between parents and teachers being paramount in creating a positive and productive learning environment.
· As members of Wales PPA and in supporting their mission statement – nursery is fully committed to the active promotion of equality of opportunity for all children and adults, also parents and families to participate in their children’s development.
· EYFS amongst other objectives, seeks to provide “equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practices, ensuring that every child is included and supported.”
· Nursery operates effective settling in policy.
· Nursery meets all relevant regulations, taking into account Data Protection Act 1998, also having regard for the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice for Wales (2002) and the Equality Act 2010.

Article 6 
Children have a right to live.
· Child protection is the responsibility of everyone at the nursery.
· Nursery has an arrival and collection policy (including arrangements when children are not collected).
· A daily register is maintained of children’s attendance (including start and finish times).
· Equality and inclusion (including additional learning needs) policy and procedure.
· Nursery has Safeguarding policy and procedure (also safeguarding ourselves) which we follow to ensure children are safe from adults and other children who might pose a risk. 
· Guidance on radicalisation – The Prevent Duty.
· Ofsted updated the safeguarding guidance to ensure any staff waiting for DBS checks to take place are not left unsupervised with children. 
· Nursery having regard for the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 and specifically Article 19 (UNCRC).
· Working in line with the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008.
· Having regard for the Safeguarding Children: Working Together under the Children Act 2004.
· Recognising that it is our legal duty to refer all allegations of child abuse appropriately and without delay.
· Developing professional links with the child protection co-ordinator in the Bridgend County Borough Council and the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board (LSCB). Concerns can also be made to an officer of the NSPCC.
· Operating risk assessments, reporting, recording and monitoring any injuries sustained by a child (while away from/or in our care) and/or changes in a child’s behaviour, taking action when appropriate (parents will normally be the first point of contact, unless it is deemed that this would place the child at risk). Nursery is member of Healthy Schools – healthy meals, fruit, snack and water available throughout the day. Allergies are provided for.
Article 12 

Children should be listened to and be able to say what they think about things.
· Through key worker systems practitioners are able to build trusting relationships with the children enabling the children to feel confident which enhances communication.
· Through mapping we identify how to help children settle.
· The child friendly schools approach promotes a child centred approach to learning and high quality education for all, for example focusing on behaviour management in the setting.
· All schools and Ofsted registered early years providers must follow EYFS.
· (Pugh and Selleck, 1996:125) note the need for a curriculum in allowing children to be encouraged to think, choose, plan, challenge and feel valued. This in turns enables the children to articulate what they think and express how they feel.
· Susan Isaacs believed that deep observation, was the key to understanding the complex and unique realities of individual children, and a good time to observe children is when their immersed in play.
· Children are supported to enable them to make free choices about the play activities they want to take part in.





Article 31 

Children should be allowed to play.
· As practitioners we must provide support and encouragement to help the children play, and play along with greater quality therefor allowing play to flourish.
· Play is a human right and is important for children’s health and development, as practitioners we provide safe and caring environments which allows the children to explore the world around them regardless of their culture and background.
· We adhere to correct staff ratios and provide safe, and age appropriate activities both indoors and outside.
· The provision of free play and plenty of space along with professional role models encouraging opportunities to join in organised activities with other children and encouraging turn taking and respecting others.
· Practitioners ensure both boys and girls are given the same play opportunities and a wide range of toys/activities to help make sense of the world around them, also to develop their full range of interests, preferences and future talents.
· Provide stimulating and interesting play opportunities, respecting the Rights of the Child and enabling all children to participate, ensuring to meet individual need of the children.                              
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