Bronfenbrenner’s ‘Bio ecological Theory’ he believes that the systems must work together referring to them as the ‘social glue’ that ‘binds communities’ is based around the positive communication of those within the child’s Micro system in order for them to learn efficiently.

What is the ‘Hidden Curriculum’?
‘The hidden curriculum consists of all that is learned during school activities which is not designated part of the official curriculum’
 Pollard (2008, p.211).
Exploring the Hidden Curriculum



If everyone in the system has the same values and expectations everyone will be content in how to behave and treat others = happy people all round.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Teaching children to be generous be kind to others and have empathy is a wonderful understanding for them to gain and be instilled in their personality from young, for schools to make time for charitable activities within a busy curricular schedule is equally hard and admirable.
Creating links with the community is luckily a somewhat easy task in a rural area amongst local groups as they are already well established, the school also makes effort to communicate and forge bonds with outside agencies, for example; the police, dog rescue, neighbouring schools and Hafad Cymru, who deliver guidance workshops on making choices, being respectful and how to treat others.  Even though the school is not a Church of Wales school, it utilises the local chapel for celebratory services with focus on the messages that are being portrayed, and where collection money will be directed, the most recent through School Council learning about and focusing on UN Rights of the Child resulting in Water Aid receiving the funds.
Many of the children in the school are from a line of the communities generations that have attended the school in the past which falls suit to the cultural capital beliefs of Bourdieu and Passeron (1977) cited in UWTSD lecture notes, ‘One main way that education ensures the reproduction of society is by the passing on of cultural values from one generation to another’.
Social learning theorist Albert Bandura supports, ‘that people learn from one another via observation, imitation and modelling’ Walker (2011,p.109).
‘The aim of education is the knowledge, not of facts but of values’
William Ralph Inge
1860-1954


Community and 
Charity Involvement


Parent / School Relationships and Communication
There are many ways in which the school ensures that they create and maintain good relationship with their pupil’s parents, fore mostly through good communication, which is a vital part of rural school life.  Every two weeks the Head Teacher compiles a formal newsletter (a format chosen by parents) that is emailed and also printed for those who struggle with internet download speed.  Included within this newsletter again are many hidden curriculum aspects; School Councils, information on extracurricular activities (clubs, trips, services and visitors), reminders of school events/calendar, meetings, PTA events, and general updates or guidance.   A closed face book page accessible strictly for staff, parents and governors, is used for additional news on daily activities also for parents to create discussions, which is ideal for rural living.  Direct emailing is used for reminders or personal mail.  
As part of the’ Achievement Assembly’ which is held every Friday, parents are both openly and personally invited to celebrate children’s accomplishments if they are receiving a specific award.
Parents and Governors are welcomed and regularly help with activities in school: listening to children read, aiding with swimming and joining in school trips.
Having the influential people in pupils lives demonstrating an inclusive approach in not only their education but experiencing the continuity of values influences them in a positive way and fits wells with the functionalist approach to the hidden curriculum, everyone working in harmony with respect to appropriate behaviours.
The school is very well supported with an active and efficient PTA, they liaise with staff at meetings when organising events, putting the pupil’s needs at the forefront of their vision and fundraising.
The school has a website for current and prospective parents to access, the welcome statement is as follows…
		 

‘We have a very strong sense of community where all members of the school are encouraged to respect and value each other. The children are encouraged to grow personally, academically, morally and socially in a beautiful and safe environment’ School website accessed 27.12.17.
School Clubs
By schools offering a range of clubs, promotes a whole round care approach for the school.  Encouraging and offering its pupil the opportunity to access many aspects of a hidden curriculum.  Our school offers afterschool clubs with no or minimum cost including; Art club, Dance club, Science & IT club and Messy Church club (a draw for parents).  These are all organised and run by staff, governors, parents, and volunteers of the community, within an environment in which they feel safe and secure with people they trust,.  Promoting positive relationships, variety, and giving pupils the chance to excel in area’s they chose and enjoy without being grouped, boosting their confidence which will enhance their attitude and attainment and performance in statuary curriculum 
At present a morning/pre-school club is run voluntarily by parents, unfortunately even though the school has enough pupil numbers to be able to access the WAG ‘Breakfast Club’ initiative in partnership with providing ‘a flying start in life’ and in line with the ‘School Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013’ .  The required number of pupils necessary to meet the criteria is 15, of which the need in our school is not high enough.  This is mainly due to the rural issues that affect demand; firstly the number of working parents, as most families are of a typical farming culture and secondly that 50% of the schools pupils use school transport to get to school, also with only 8% of the school registered for free school meals, suggesting that fortunately pupils are being provided with breakfast at home.  This would then be in support of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, he believes certain need must be met in order for children to be able to learn effectively and ‘fulfil our potential’ cited Daly, Byers and Taylor (2006), p. 144), this would be in regards to both the national and hidden curriculum.
In addition the school is looking to expand on its outdoor learning facilities and so offer a forest school club which is, along with being a present area of popularity is one that would be very well suited to the pupils of the schools as they are of an outdoor nature due to the culture of their community.




