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Trigger Plan in response to reports of physical (needle) spiking

This plan has been devised in order to provide guidance and advice to first responders to incidents of alleged physical (needle) spiking.

1. If the incident is being reported to you directly by either the Complainant or third party (e.g. friend, door-staff, Alcohol Treatment Centre, Help point) please ensure that an incident is created and all relevant details attached.
2. Please note that in any instance where a spiking is suspected, the health and welfare of the Complainant must be prioritised by seeking urgent medical care.  While measures can be taken to secure and preserve evidence, no delay should be caused in ensuring that the Complainant receives the appropriate level of medical intervention.
3. If you’re responding to a report where the Complainant is already at hospital, ensure that you obtain all patient information and clarify what, if any, toxicological examinations are to be undertaken.
4. If possible, obtain patient consent for any unused samples of blood/urine collected by the hospital to be provided to police for external examination.  These will become your exhibits and should be handled and stored accordingly.
5. In the event that you’re responding to a report whereby the Complainant is not at hospital, or, is at hospital, but the hospital either did not collect samples of blood/urine for examination or, will not make such samples available, then consideration needs to be given to the police collecting these samples.  As such, the following flowchart applies as of December 2021, all BCUs have purchased urine field testing kits:



Urine
· Subject to the attached samples flowchart, take a sample if the incident occurred within the past 7 days (168 hours).
· To maximise alcohol and drug detection, take a urine sample as soon as possible.  Detection times are much longer in urine than in blood.  If the complainant does not need to urinate ask them to drink some water and wait.
· If urine collection modules like the ones used at custody are available please use these, if not use an early evidence kit (EEK) – both types are being ordered by BCUs and custody.
· Label the module with the date and time the sample was provided by the Complainant.
· Record the details of the last urination before the sample was provided.
Blood 
· Subject to the attached samples flowchart, a medical practitioner arranged via MITIE should be requested to obtain a sample the incident occurred within the past 3 days (72 hours).
· Detection times in blood are shorter than those in urine and therefore these samples should be obtained in addition to the sample(s) of urine.
· When the complainant is at hospital, a request needs to be made via Mitie for the attendance of an FME to take an evidential sample.  Please note that each case will vary and a discussion should be had with the FME around the necessity for a blood sample.
· Any samples of blood will become your exhibit and should be handled and stored accordingly.
  
6. If possible, obtain medical consent from the patient for the sharing of their medical records which will also enable investigators to access any blood sample that the hospital obtained for medical purpose.
7. Obtain a detailed account from the Complainant of the incident, including details of their movements, activities, witnesses, interactions and amounts of alcohol or other substances consumed (prescribed and prohibited).
8. Take detailed photographs of the affected area (e.g. arm).
9. Where possible obtain photographs of the Complainant in their clothing to assist with CCTV identification.
10. Obtain details and accounts from witnesses – such as friends, by-standers and door-staff.
11. Retrieve all relevant CCTV footage.
12. If possible, conduct a search of the relevant area to identify any items (needle, syringe, vial) discarded by the perpetrator.
13. Consider using Night Net to inform other Clubs/Bars in the area of the incident. 
14. If a Suspect has been identified/detained, then minimise any cross-contamination issues by using separate officers to engage with the Complainant and Suspect.
15. Please ensure that any search of the Suspect is conducted in accordance with PACE and any exhibits seized are handled correctly.
16. Where the handling of substances are concerned, please consider bagging the Suspect’s hands for swabbing.
17. Please ensure that any comments/replies made by the suspect are recorded accurately and in accordance with PACE.
18. Please consider obtaining authorisation for the searching of premises, including vehicles.
19. Seize any mobile devices. 
20. Please note that any media release relating to the administering of a controlled drug/poisoning should only be made after consultation with the Local Authority Harm Reduction Lead and Corporate Communications.
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FLOWCHART FOR OBTAINING URINE & BLOOD SAMPLES FOR SPIKING INCIDENTS 

 (This is not applicable where a sexual offence is alleged)Yes



The maximum time frame for urine is now 7 days (168 hrs) and for blood is 3 days (72 hrs)



Is there evidence of:

1. Injection site / Syringe involvement 

AND

2. Symptoms 



re any evidence of the 



Yes

Is there any corroborative evidence of spiking?

Negative result – dispose of sample in line with instructions 

Obtain a field test urine sample only

Seek 2 samples from same urination if achievable - for field test and urine module. Ask the complainant if they have taken any substance willingly and offer reassurance as to the response.

Result of field test:



   No Nothefollowing –



























Negative result - dispose of sample in line with instructions. Retain urine module pending investigative review  



Positive Result -retain and exhibit sample 

Positive Result - retain and exhibit sample







Request FME for Blood Sample if Positive Result from urine field test and the report is within 3 days (72 hours) of the incident





Obtain Urine second sample (if not already obtained) as soon as the complainant can provide, using urine module (in addition to blood if blood sample is applicable and practicable by FME)



Yes









Contact CID (on duty until 0200)

 No  Nothefollowing –



	No further action  




