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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act, 2014 (SSWBA) forms the overarching legal framework for safeguarding both adults and children in Wales.  Part 7 of the Act defines and adult at risk as “(a) is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect, (b) has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs), and (c) as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it" (SSWBA, 2014).

The Act places a duty on local authorities to assess the care and support needs of adults in their locality and it must make any enquiries where there is reasonable cause to suspect that an adult is at risk.  These enquires should inform what, if any, action needs to be taken and by whom. The Act places emphasis on wellbeing and promoting the independence of individuals and is underpinned by the Human Rights Act (1998).

Part 7 of SSWBA enables authorised officers to apply for an Adult Protection and Support Order which allows the authorised officer, or any other person specified in the order, to speak with the adult suspected of being at risk, in private.  The purpose of this is to ensure the adult suspected of being at risk can make informed decisions freely and to assess whether the adult is at risk and if so whether any action is needed.  

An adult has the right to refuse assessment however, s108 of Part 3 of Code of Practice states that an assessment can continue without consent if the adult is deemed to be experiencing abuse or neglect or if the adult lacks capacity to make decisions.

The Mental Capacity Act, 2005 (MCA) provides the legal framework around assessing a person’s capacity and making best interest decisions for them where necessary (MCA, 2005).  Where a person lacks capacity, there may be need to restrict their freedom to prevent them from harm.  In such cases, the local authority can apply to the Court of Protection for a Depravation of Liberty Safeguards Order to deprive them of specific liberties or prevent them from leaving a particular setting such as their home or hospital (Social Care Wales, 2022).

Other legislation that is relevant to safeguarding adults who are at risk, includes Domestic Abuse (Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015, Modern Day Slavery Act 2015.

The XXXX Safeguarding Board has a duty under s134 of the SSWBA, to protect adults within its area who have needs for care and support (whether a local authority is meeting any of those needs or not) and are experiencing, or are at risk of, abuse or neglect (SSWBA, 2014). The Safeguarding board provides information, advise, policy and procedures to protect adults who may be at risk of harm.  They also share learning from Practice Reviews and Inquests to develop policy and procedures such as the Adult at Risk Protocol and Professional Curiosity Guidance (XXXX Safeguarding Board, 2024). 

Local authorities have a responsibility to develop appropriate policies and procedures, for example, my local authority has guidance, policies and procedures on a range of topics concerned with protecting adults, including the Adults at Risk Threshold Guidance (XXXX Local Authority, 2022).

Word count: 544







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Although similarities exist in safeguarding adults and children, there are also key differences.  A child is inherently vulnerable due to their age, development limited capacity and dependency on care givers, all of which can increase the likelihood of them experiencing abuse and neglect and decrease the likelihood of them being able to protect themselves.  An adult is considered to have capacity, unless proven otherwise, and can make unwise decisions in respect of protecting themselves from harm.

In the legislative context, the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act, 2014 (SSWBA) provides legislation relating to both adults and children.  However, the Children Act, 1989 and its amendment in 2004 are also part of the legal framework which exists to safeguard children. These pieces of legislation are strengthened by statutory guidance including "Working Together to Safeguard Children" (Welsh Government, 2018). Adult safeguarding in Wales is primarily regulated by and the SSWBA, which has a similar role as the Care Act, 2014 has in England.  

The SSWBA places a duty on local authorities to assess where a child or adult is deemed to need care and support or is at risk of harm, however, an adult can refuse consent for such assessment unless they lack capacity or are experiencing abuse or neglect.  In respect of children, consent is not required if there is reasonable cause to suspect abuse or neglect.  A legally recognised parent has parental responsibility (PR) for a child and has legal duties and responsibilities which include keeping the child safe from harm. Parents and older children can refuse consent for assessment of care and support needs if the concerns don’t meet threshold for statutory intervention.  

Safeguarding children often involves concerns related to abuse or neglect within the family, or where the family have failed to protect the child (NSPCC, 2025). In contrast, safeguarding adults often relates to concerns around disability, mental health, mental capacity, aging, or social isolation.  Adults are more likely to experience financial abuse and cuckooing whereby their home is taken over for the purpose of illegal activities. (Wales Safer Communities, 2025). 

In conclusion legislation exists to safeguards both children and adults at risk of significant harm. However, adults have the right to self-determination and can make decisions independently, except in cases where they are deemed to lack capacity.  It is important that I understand this in my role as although I am a children’s social worker, I will, on occasion encounter an adult at risk, such as parents, grandparents or older siblings, or a child who is about to become an adult.

Word count:  424
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