Gobbet on Catullus 51
[bookmark: _GoBack]The poem analysed within the gobbet is Catullus 51; a poem inspired by the female lyric poet Sappho, who was from the island of Lesbos. The alias that Catullus gave his lover, Lesbia, derived from the island Sappho came from. Sappho 31 specifically inspires Catullus 51, but Catullus 51 continues where Sappho 31 does not; in particular the lines “Idleness, Catullus, is your trouble; idleness is what delights you and moves you to passion; idleness has proved ere now the ruin of kings and prosperous cities,” have no equivalent in Sappho 31 due to the fact that the end of Sappho 31 is unknown.[image: ]
That man seems to me to be equal to a god, 
That man, if it is right to say, seems to surpass the gods, 
who sitting opposite to you repeatedly looks at you
and hears

your sweet laughter, something which robs miserable me
of all feelings: for as soon as I look
at you, Lesbia, no voice remains
in my mouth.

But the tongue is paralysed, a fine fire
spreads down through my limbs, the ears ring with their
very own sound, my eyes veiled
in a double darkness.

Idleness, Catullus, is your trouble;
idleness is what delights you and moves you to passion;
idleness has proved ere now the ruin of kings and
prosperous cities.
Catullus 51
[image: ]

In Catullus 51, the lines “That man seems to me to be equal to a god. That man, if it is right to say, seems to surpass the gods,” seems to suggest how Lesbia is with a man who is not Catullus, sparking jealousy in Catullus. This is strengthened with the lines “Who sitting opposite to you repeatedly looks at you and hears your sweet laughter, something which robs miserable me of all feelings,” as her “sweet laughter” is caused by the other man she is with, making Catullus jealous and miserable as he is not the one to cause her to laugh. In addition, the fact that Catullus sees the man as “equal to a god” and “surpasses the gods” suggests how Catullus feels threatened by the other man as he is better than him in many ways, hence referring the other man as “equal to a god” and “surpasses the gods.”
	Moreover, the lines “For as soon as I look at you, Lesbia, no voice remains in my mouth. But the tongue is paralysed, a fine fire spreads down through my limbs, the ears ring with their very own sound, my eyes veiled in a double darkness,” suggest how he goes into a downward slope with his emotions and how he is mentally struggling as a result of him seeing Lesbia happy and laughing with the other man. It speaks of how he loses the ability to see, hear and speak because of what he had seen, which poets and playwrights would use to emphasise how an event had been so dreadful that it had caused the main character to lose their senses. In this case, the dreadful event was seeing Lesbia be happy and laughing with another man, either while she is supposed to be with him or not long after Lesbia and Catullus stopped being together, which shows that while Catullus still loved Lesbia, she obviously did not feel the same way for Catullus.
	Furthermore the lines “Idleness, Catullus, is your trouble; idleness is what delights you and moves you to passion; idleness has proved ere now the ruin of kings and prosperous cities,” suggest how him doing nothing is his downfall, despite the fact that he physically could not do anything at the time due to the mental shock it gave him. Seeing Lesbia with the other man was the start of his downfall, since it was his mental state that fell first and then his reputation could have followed, for Lesbia is thought to be an alias for the Roman woman Clodia Pulchra, who was famous for being adulterous. Her adulterous ways were even used in the speech Pro Caelio by Cicero against her brother Clodius to defend his friend Caelius. Therefore, being linked to her would not have been a good thing for Catullus if their relationship was found out by the Roman citizens. 
	Additionally, Catullus 11 mentions how Lesbia had been with many men with the lines “Let her live and let her flourish with her adulterers, whom having embraced 300 of them at the same time, she owns and keeps them, truly loving none of them, but repeatedly breaking the groins of all of them;” which then agrees with Lesbia possibly being the woman Clodia Pulchra with her adulterous reputation. Moreover, Catullus 58 adds to this with the lines “Caelius, our Lesbia, that Lesbia, that same Lesbia, whom Catullus loved more than himself and more than all his own, now loiters at the cross-roads and in the backstreets, ready to toss-off the grandsons of the brave Remus.” This solidifies the assumption that Lesbia is an alias for Clodia Pulchra, as Caelius was a friend of both Catullus and Cicero and was a lover of Clodia for a time after she became a widow. The lines also emphasise how adulterous Lesbia was, as the lines “now loiters at the cross-roads and in the backstreets, ready to toss-off the grandsons of the brave Remus” suggest she acted like a prostitute, or even did become a prostitute, after the end of her relationship with Catullus. It is after the relationship with Catullus as Catullus 11 seems to have a slight resentful tone to it, how Catullus was regretting his relationship with her, especially after witnessing her actions after they stopped being together.
	 This is a sharp contrast to both Catullus 87 and Catullus 75. Catullus 75 would have been around the time where Catullus still loved Lesbia, but had refused to continue a relationship with her due to her adulterous actions, as shown by the lines “As now it is not possible to respect you, if you should become very good, nor is it able to stop loving you, even if you should do every bad thing.” Further on from this, Catullus 87 is even later after Catullus 75 where Catullus no longer loves Lesbia but can at least look back at their relationship and see how good it would have been for her if she had stayed loyal to him. This is shown by the lines “No woman can truthfully say she was so much loved, as my Lesbia was loved by me.”
	In conclusion, the poem Catullus 51 shows the jealousy of Catullus about his adulterous lover Lesbia, caught in a time where he still loves her but cannot be with her because of her adulterous actions. Combined with Catullus 11, 58, 75 and 87, it gives a story of Catullus’ love for Lesbia, as well as how they both fared after the end of their relationship.
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