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Aestus erat, mediamque dies exegerat horam;

adposui medio membra levanda toro.



pars adaperta fuit, pars altera clausa fenestrae;

quale fere silvae lumen habere solent,

qualia sublucent fugiente crepuscula Phoebo,

aut ubi nox abiit, nec tamen orta dies.



illa verecundis lux est praebenda puellis,

qua timidus latebras speret habere pudor.

ecce, Corinna venit, tunica velata recincta,

candida dividua colla tegente coma—

qualiter in thalamos famosa Semiramis isse

dicitur, et multis Lais amata viris.



Bascis of Latin verse

• Rhythm in Latin metre is different from normal word stress 
• It is based instead on the difference between heavy and light 

syllables (long and short)
• Each word (form of word) has its own set quantities in this regard: 

we have already seen this influence pronounciation:
– habére versus dícere: a heavy (long) antepenultima pulls the word 

accent towards the end of the word

• There are some basic rules for when syllables are heavy/light:
– Ablative singular endings (1st-2nd) are always heavy
– Accusative plural endings are always heavy

• even though other endings whose final letter is not s are short: mensam

– Diphtongs (ae) are always heavy
– A vowel before another vowel is always light



Basics of Latin verse: words in 
context

• Length by position:
– if a vowel is followed by two consonants it is 

normally heavy
• exceptions for certain consonant combinations:
• muta (b, p, d, t, g, c, f) cum liquida (m, n, l, r) (especially 

within one word) may remain light

– in verse, this applies even if the consonants 
belong to different words: 
• monere: the highlighted e is heavy in its own right
• uisum duxerat: the u becomes heavy through its 

position


