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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? recet literature

 Children and young people involved in county lines : their role as victims.  
This was the title chosen, this research project will be focused on the young people involved in county lines gangs. County lines can be described as being an organised crime organisation or “gang” usually involved in drug supply in one or more areas in the UK (Home Office, 2023). In 2017, 74% of police forces in the UK reported incidents of exploitation of vulnerable people and 65% of police forces reported incidents of exploitation of young people (National Crime Agency, 2017). Young, vulnerable people play a huge role within organised crime groups such as county line gangs. The focus will be on their roles and how they are perceived by the public in the UK. Wiltshire police, (cited in, Moyle, 2019), explained how they are moving towards understanding county lines and dealing with the young, vulnerable people as people who are exploited rather than suspects. This, however, has not been seen in practice as police forces still have a "zero tolerance" approach to dealing with low-level street dealers (Moyle, 2019). When reading the Modern Slavery Act (2015), it is evident that there are opportunities to build on this act and create clear definitions of criminal exploitation, in order to fill in the gaps of research and to protect young, vulnerable people (The Centre for Social Justice, 2024). This piece of research will be used to see how the public views and perceives these young people and whether they do play a role as "victims" rather than "criminals".  



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 
Aim : Evaluate the public perceptions of children and young people involved in county lines.  
 

Objective 1: Explore the role of children and young people in county lines.
Objective 2: Assess the impact of criminal exploitation on children and young people.  
 Objective 3: Evaluate public perception on children and young people who became involved in county lines in the UK.  




	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.
more recent literature 
THEORETICAL CONTEXT:  
 
Home Office (2023) describes county lines as being an organised crime organisation or “gang” usually involved in drug supply in one or more areas in the UK. These “gangs” operate using mobile phone lines which can make it difficult for police to identify the leaders (Home Office, 2023). To support this the National Crime agency (2018), explains the use of mobile phone lines to order and manage drugs into importing areas. County lines gangs are gangs which expand into smaller towns and cities coming from big cities in the UK such as London, utilising mobile phone lines to carry out their drug supply (Bonning and Cleaver, 2020). This can make it harder for police to arrest the leaders of the “gangs” as the leader will usually be in different cities to where the line is active.  
Young people can become involved in these county lines gangs through uses of grooming and coercion. Children as young as 9 years old can be approached outside school gates and groomed into being involved in gangs and exploited. The role young people play in county lines is usually transporting money and drugs into one of the areas where they operate in (White, 2021). Also in addition, leaders of the county lines gangs will use intimidation tactics through psychological and physical harm including the use of sexual violence to coerce young and vulnerable people into performing criminal activity for their “gang” (National Crime Agency, 2018). Furthermore, offenders will take advantage of vulnerable people and take over the resident's home with intentions of having a “base” to deal from (Moyle, 2019). An example of how this affects young people in the UK is from a case in 2019. A 15-year-old orphan was taken from London to Swansea and forced to live in a “crack den”. He was coerced and exploited by Jerome Tarek, 20, to drug deal on behalf of the county lines gang. On one occasion the victim did not pay all the money he was meant to and received several threats (BBC, 2019). Tarek pleaded guilty to supplying class A drugs and an offence under the Modern Slavery Act (BBC, 2019). In addition to this the young people could be held by “debt bondage” which can also be passed down to friends and family members, causing the young people to “repay” their debt (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). 
As 65% of police forces in the UK have reported cases of exploitation involving young people it is evidently a problem in the UK (National Crime Agency, 2017). Wiltshire police, (cited in, Moyle, 2019), explained how there are movements towards understanding county lines and dealing with the young, vulnerable people as people who are exploited rather than suspects. However, this has not been used in practice as police forces still have a "zero tolerance" approach to dealing with low-level street dealers (Moyle, 2019). In addition to this, the police are not always able to recognise the risk, how vulnerable the young person is and how the offence can be linked to county lines (Pearson and Cavener, 2024). This can be interpreted as there being a lack of knowledge and training with police officers to deal with situations like this.  
Shaw and Greenhow (2019), shows how young and vulnerable people can be perceived as criminals but some legislation can label them as victims. According to the Modern Slavery Act (2015), people can be identified as victims of extortion if the person is subject to sexual exploitation, if they are subject to use of force and threats and if the person is a child or a vulnerable person (UK Public General Acts, 2015). This piece of legislation is a positive move to better help and understand young people who become involved in county lines. Many organisations want to build on this existing legislation and recommend there being a specific offence for, “cuckooing” and to include a set definition for criminal exploitation in the Modern Slavery Act (2015) (The Centre for Social Justice, 2024).  
 
 
	 
 
 

	






	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
The research method this research project will use is a questionnaire. Using a questionnaire means the research can be easily distributed to get a large quantity of participants. As this is a research project on public perception I will be using qualitative methods to gather opinions from people but I will also include quantitative methods to identify overall trends of peoples opinions and perceptions of young people in county lines. The questionnaire will be available online using “google forms”. As this questionnaire is aimed at people over the age of 18, there will be a compulsory question identifying the participants' age group before the questionnaire. It will be distributed on social media using existing social media accounts. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

This research project is focused on the public perceptions of young offenders involved in county lines. Therefore the sample I will be using will be from a general questionnaire to members of the public, over the age of 18, to gather their thoughts and opinions. The questionnaire will be asked to people in Swansea through existing social media accounts. 
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Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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