Welsh Lessons Reflections

Week 1 

	Evidence of Learning (including attitude to learning over time))
	Children used mostly the welsh language, with reinforcement from teacher and answered questions asked by other students and the teacher. The childred answered questions using “Dyma...” and asked questions to fellow students using “Ble Mae...”. In the welsh session, the children read along with the story with the teacher focusing on the key word “Dyma”

	Next Steps for Progress

	To further students learning it was agreed with the mentor that the teacher should be adaptable to the childrens views and questions and follow their path, where appropriate, to keep them engaged and create a richer session for students. 





	Reflective Analysis of Teaching and Strategies For Development – including justification/rationale for pedagogical choices


	Evidence of my Effective Practice 


	I managed the learning environment effectively by having the children sit in a semi-circle around me, when children were disengaged, particularly when they saw the dyma box, I told them calmly to sit down and they listened and I was able to carry on with the lesson (Hwb.gov.wales, 2019). 
Although the task for each child was the same, I used differentiation for each child as some of them knew it straight away and needed no reinforcement whereas some need some encourgement or support to help them answer. Wait time and repetition of question was provided. 


	Areas for my Development

Personal Targets for Progress

	Become more adaptable in lessons to suit each individual and follow their path of learning where appropriate. Children were asking questions regarding the box and were very interested in its design and what was on it. My mentor suggested using this in my questionning In the second session and have some questions to ask them in welsh regarding the box. 
Also, introduce the lesson better. State what the lesson is going to be on and a brief overview on what we will be doing. 








Week 2 

	Evidence of Learning (including attitude to learning over time))
	The lesson started with a recap of the previous lesson, ble mae and dyma, which the students remembered after some questioning regarding objects in the class, which meant we could move on to the next stage which was “pwy wyt ti?”. In the first session I read the story to them and then asked them questions regarding the book. After asking each child the question with little or no answer from them i decided to revisit the book as it was clear they did not understand, with one child saying “I didnt know the words”. After reading the book again I used puppets to act out a conversation using pwy wyt ti? And again questionned the students, with very little response from them. Upon leaving the classroom to go into the nursery i asked each child “pwy wyt ti?” and most of them answered “(name) ydw I..” 

After reflection, it was decided for the following session I would try to use the puppets more in modelling the answers and even model their answers for them as the children were copying my question of “pwy wyt ti?”. This worked better in the second session, as each child had a go at using the puppets and following the story themselves, using “... ydw i” as the puppets. 

	Next Steps for Progress

	Next time, I should look to model the answers with them using the puppets and also use their names as examples.  





	Reflective Analysis of Teaching and Strategies For Development – including justification/rationale for pedagogical choices


	Evidence of my Effective Practice 


	
In the first session, as the children were struggling to understand the lesson focus and the question i was using, I decided to revisit the book and told the children to read along with me. I had to adpat and go away from my plan as it was not working at the time and I think revisiting the book helped the session as some children started to answer the question.

	Areas for my Development

Personal Targets for Progress

	I need to develop the modelling of answers as they repeated the question when asked, I should have used the puppets more to model. 
Next lesson I should look to profress their learning, by looking at what was done in this session and build on prior experience and learninig. 








Week 3 

	Evidence of Learning (including attitude to learning over time))
	The lesson focus was carried over from last week and the children in both the AM and PM classes were beginning to use the question and answer more prominently. The lesson objectives set by myself were met by the children because of this. The children were then using ‘pwy wyt ti’ in the environment afterwards, playing with puppets and toys. 


	Next Steps for Progress

	Next step will be differentiating between asking them a question and getting them to answer, as over the firs two sessions the children were repeating pwy wyt ti back after being asked. In the future I will tell them im going to ask them a question and I want them to answer using “Ydw i”, for example, “Im going to ask you pwy wyt ti and I want you to answer ... Ydw i”





	Reflective Analysis of Teaching and Strategies For Development – including justification/rationale for pedagogical choices


	Evidence of my Effective Practice 


	
After the first lesson in the morning, I decided that in the following session, instead of playing the song just once I should play it twice as the children can undertsand the tune and words first and then singalong in the second one.  I adapted this further as in the second lesson the children liked the song and wanted to hear it for a third time, I said we can listen to it at the end after we had done the tasks, which we did. Therefore, I reflected on my practice and saw what the children liked and tried to use more of it and in the second lesson I listened to the learners as they wanted to hear the song again and I played it for them as a plenary at the end of the lesson.
After discussion with my mentor, she said that I stopped the tasks at the right time. When the children were beginning to become disengaged, I changed to the next task to keep engagement high. 

	Areas for my Development

Personal Targets for Progress

	
To progress, I need to consider how I am asking the children a question so they explicitly know that they need to answer the “Pwy wyt ti” without repeating the question back to me. I can do this by reinforcing the language, using it in the learning environment. In the future I should also focus on what the children enjoy doing in the lesson and increase the time spent on that as they are more likely to learn if they are enjoying and understanding it.




Week 4 

	Evidence of Learning (including attitude to learning over time))
	At the start of the lesson I asked the children what they could remember from last weeks session. Some of them did not remember so I reminded them by singing the pwy wyt ti song, which they enjoyed previously and joined in with. Instead of asking them the question just in welsh, I made a point of asking it to them in english as well so they undertsand what the question actually means “Pwy wyt ti? It means who are you? Pwy wyt ti?” The children then understood they had to say their names. The children are now able to ask the question correctly and are beginning to understand they must answer “...Ydw i”


	Next Steps for Progress

	
Use more incidental welsh in the environment. Asking the children these questions throughout the day will then improve their undertsanding when it comes to a lesson. More focus on Ydw I as well, the children can answer the question using just their names.




	Reflective Analysis of Teaching and Strategies For Development – including justification/rationale for pedagogical choices


	Evidence of my Effective Practice 


	
The children can ask the question to each other and know what it means in English now, with some children now answering by saying their names which is an improvement from previous sessions. Sandwiching the English in there helped a lot as the children understood what it was they were saying. 

	Areas for my Development

Personal Targets for Progress

	
Personal target for progress, I need to consider how I am asking the children a question so they explicitly know that they need to answer the “Pwy wyt ti” without repeating the question back to me. I can do this by reinforcing the language, using it in the learning environment. In the future I should also focus on what the children enjoy doing in the lesson and increase the time spent on that as they are more likely to learn if they are enjoying and understanding it.
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