In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.

‘Touring Theater’ has always been a way to open the gates to ‘social, political and cultural issues’ as it easily covers a large audience (due to traveling place to place) and thus spreads the message. In our particular piece, we focused most on the social aspect. We looked at how we interact with each other, our stimuli being ‘collective conciseness’, we found that our focus was on how we as people have a skill in distracting ourselves from our priorities, and how we often work more as individual's than as collectives. In the last generation there has been a major spike in focusing on the individual, allowing individuality to shine rather than a group process. However, as we show in our piece, sometimes in order to succeed you must work together and look at things from other’s perspectives. The REP (Orlando repertory theater) stated that children ‘are immersed in stories about characters from every background imaginable. Live shows teach children how to appreciate people of all kinds and how to respect other points of view’[Quote 1] which is a necessary part of children's development. This teaches children how to respect others, and other ways of thinking through a fun and imaginative way that they enjoy themselves; meaning the message locks in with them. 603
[bookmark: _GoBack]‘The guardian’ released an article stating ‘When the wellbeing of children in the UK is measured against that of other countries, we come very low in the league of industrialised nations. Could there be a connection between that and our inability to value and nurture the creativity and imaginations of our children?’[Quote 2] in reference to the lack of enthusiasm and reviews of children's theater. They make a key point here, theater for children helps to nurture and build children's imagination and acceptance, as they see something represented on a stage. They see it as  far more accepting as you place it on a podium (stage). Touring theater especially thrusts itself across a large group rather quickly. Instead of children having to go to a show, as they are less likely to do so, the show comes to them. Minimal effort for them, and yet they are still learning in one of the best ways possible. Our piece looks at basic morals; not judging a book by its cover, how to work together, and how it is perfectly healthy to be your own person. these morals are key for children to learn as it helps to build them as a person. Touring theater has that effect; it is often relatively short and to the point so as not to bore its audience (children) but due to its fast-paced nature; getting into a school, performing, then leaving again to move onto the next; means that its effect on the audience is quick, to the point, and well thought out. 
Politically our piece also focuses on the idea that we are running out of time; environmentally we have toyed with our planet too much. Although we do not focus on this, there are key moments that hint towards it, certainly moments that the older members of the audience (teachers etc.) will connect with. Not only this but we bring forth the idea that we don’t have all the time in the world, but you can always make time for something; an incredibly important lesson our audience can learn. Touring theater has the opportunity to share a wide range of morals, views and stances, and addressing them in a friendly and easy way. Touring pieces are constantly moving and changing its audience; meaning it gets a much wider audience. Touring theater is constantly transforming and developing for its audience in that area. The arts council England recently stated ‘The analysis notes that “non-mainstream” theatre including site-specific and immersive theatre, circus arts, puppetry, visual and experimental, has increased in popularity, particularly amongst young audiences.’[Quote 3] furthering the idea that our touring piece, which includes immersivity, puppetry, and experimental-ideas, is moving with the times. It uses what is currently topical to indulge its audience and pushes them to gather more from the theater experience we bring. 563
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