This essay will critically evaluate the increase of hate crime within the United Kingdom, with a main focus on the case of Omar Mohamad and his prosecution for being homophobic. This essay will include a look into history revolving hate crime and different types of hate crime, the use of statistics criminological theories. There will also be a great focus on police responses to hate crimes.
Discuss the relationship between gender, race, religion and crime
The Metropolitan Police (2019) define a hate crime as a criminal offence which can be viewed by the victim or relevant person as a crime committed due to prejudice based on the victims race, religion, sexual orientation, disability or against an individual who is transgender. Hate crime can occur in the form of physical assault, verbal abuse and incitement to hatred. Hate crime can take place in person or online (Medes, 2022). Similarly, the Crown Prosecution Service (2022) identify a hate crime to be of similar nature. Stating that the law recognises these same protected characteristics. This could help with policing hate crimes, due to the general consensus of the term. 
Recent data recorded in the United Kingdom suggests an increase in hate crime. In the year ending March 2019, there were 104,765 recorded instances of hate crime in England and Wales. In 2022, there were 155,841 recorded instances which showed a 24% increase. Of these recorded crimes, 70% were hate crimes targeting an individual’s race (Medes, 2022).  In the 2023, 3% of all recorded crimes in England and Wales were hate crimes, this equates to 145,214 instances (Home Office, 2023).The Home Office (2022) found that transgender people saw the biggest rise in hate crimes with a 56% increase in cases since 2021, this is the equivalent of 4,353 cases (Nagesh, 2022). ( ADD MORE ABOUT VICTIMS ).
Karl Marx’s sociological conflict theory explains how dominant groups within society want to minimise threats by those who they perceive to dangerous, ethnic minorities and the poor. As a result of this, racial profiling has become an issue (Petrocelli et al, 2003). This theory sees the division within society between the proletarian, who are the working class, and the bourgeois, who are the ruling class. Marx thought that race and ethnicity related issues are second to class struggles. This theory helps to explain racial inequality within society due to the idea that the dominant groups in society see minorities as a threat. These dominant groups tend to be white people. 
Similarly, Functionalism Nash (1964) is a theory which focusses on the idea that racism is functional for those that are dominant in society. Racism is seen to have positive effects for society due to the idea of solidarity – functionalists believe that communities will have stronger bonds if they are all of the same ethnicity. For example If a community which is made up entirely of white people purposefully exclude black people, they are seen to be stronger. Rose (1951) mentions how this idea fails to recognise the talents of those from other ethnicities and backgrounds and they should instead take advantage of those who have diverse skills. 
In 2021, three people were sentenced to life imprisonment for the killing of Dr Gary Jenkins who was murdered in a homophobic assault. Edwards, Strickland and Timms-Williams, the murderers of Jenkins, kicked, punched and stamped on Jenkins’ head for 28 minutes despite Jenkins pleading them to stop. The perpetrators carried out a robbery and left Jenkins incompletely clothed. Jenkins suffered several injuries to the brain and sixteen days later passed away due to this (Morris, 2022).The three murderers were said to have been searching in Bute Park, where the murder took place, for vulnerable gay men with the intention of robbing them. It was found that Jenkins often met men for sexual purposes at Bute Park. The court stated that this attack was motivated by homophobia and violence (Jackson, 2022). Due to the nature of this crime and the motive being homophobia, it classes as a hate crime.
Police responses to crimes of this nature have varied. Joshua Beynon states he was made to feel like he was a criminal when he reported that he had been a victim of homophobic, sexual and violent threats. Beynon says the lack of response he received from Dyfed-Powys Police has made him reluctant to report a similar crime again. Beynon says he waited three years only to be told no charges would be made. Dyfed-Powys Police have since apologised expressing the way this was dealt was not of their desired standard (Belli, 2023).
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Discuss the importance and relationship between Gender, Race, Religion and Crime

Discuss sociological and criminological theories around diversity, race and/or religion

Investigate the development from historical to contemporary understandings of the topic - is the topic
about a specific category of people and crime OR is it about the specific group you chose - LGBTQ or
refugees?

Define hate crime and the legal implications - is it a punishable crime?

Statistics on the rise of hate crime against your chosen group

Introduce case study and critically focus on police response.

Then evaluate the relationship between diversity and hate

- Explore the relationship between diverse communities and the police in general and in context of your
chose case study
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