



Introduction

Child protection is a safeguarding process meant to protect the children from harm, keep them safe from neglect, abuse, exploitation and violence. Children's safety both within and outside of the family is guaranteed by Article 19 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Giving children a proper education, the fourth of the UN's Sustainable Development Goals, as well as other child safety mechanisms, is one approach to make sure that children are being protected. Systems for protecting children and young people who are underage and promoting family stability are collectively known as child protection systems (Foster, 2020). These services are often provided by the government. According to UNICEF,[1] a "child protection system" entails: 
The collection of laws, policies, rules, and services required by all spheres of society—particularly social welfare, justice, security, health, and education—to enable risk prevention and risk response. These programs go beyond social protection and are a component of it. They aim to support the families to lessen social isolation and the likelihood of divorce, exploitation or violence. (Bilson and Martin, 2017). Effective child protection systems must coordinate across sectors and levels, including regular referral systems, as responsibilities are frequently dispersed among government agencies, and services are provided by local authorities, non-state providers, and community groups.
The United Kingdom employs several precautions and methods to protect children from danger and abuse, just like many other nations do (Munro, 2019). The government uses a range of legislation, rules, guidelines, and best practices to safeguard children from danger outside of their homes. To name a few, but not all of them:
Age restrictions on some goods and services, such as those involving gambling, alcohol, cigarettes, driving, movie and game certification, etc.
The criminalization of particular child abuse or the enactment of stricter sentencing rules where children are the victims.
Criminalizing child abuse caused by exploitation, human trafficking, or modern slavery.
Restricting child labor and outlawing discriminatory work practices (Bunting, et al, 2018)
Putting in place controls and safeguards to ensure that people convicted of crimes against children are unable to hold jobs like trainers, police officers, or social workers where they could put children in danger.
Requiring all children above the age of five to attend school (Bunting, et al, 2018)
Children have the right to live without abuse, and there are protections and services in place to protect them from violence in other contexts, such as at home or directly from family members, caregivers, or classmates (Human Rights Act). In the UK, there is no centralized organization or department in charge of child protection (Lonne, et al, 2015). The City of London Corporation and other local councils and bodies, including those under the control of the law, are responsible for helping children and their families. The same regulation imposes obligations on these organizations to evaluate children's safety, take action when required, or provide accommodations for children who need them (Featherstone, et al, 2019).
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 Laws are effective since 1880s and whoever is suspected of a child abuse is allowed to be prosecuted. The evolution of the child protection system that is in existence in the UK today has been impacted by a number of events, including some high-profile child abuse fatalities and the related investigations. In the UK today, stakeholders are consulted during routine reviews and updates of the statutory child protection advice. For ensuring the welfare of children and young people, there are now four policies and procedures in place, including: 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989

 The CRC or UNCRC, commonly known as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, is a global document outlining children's civil, political, economic, social, and other rights. (Fauziati, 2018). The Convention defines a child as a person under the age of eighteen, unless the age of majority is attained earlier in conformity with national law. The Convention covers the rights and requirements that are unique to children. The "nations that ratify this agreement are obligated to it by international law," according to the requirement. Ratifying countries must take the child's best interests into account. (Fauziati, 2018).
Each child is born with certain fundamental rights, such as the right to life, the right to a name and identity that are unique, the right to be raised by parents in the context of a family or cultural community, and the right to have a relationship with both parents, even if they don't live together. Laws governing child custody and guardianship must be followed by all nations adopting the Convention. (McFadden, et al, 2018). States are required by the Convention to let parents carry out their parenting obligations. In accordance with the law, kids are entitled to privacy protection, being protected from abuse or neglect, and to have their opinions heard and, where appropriate, taken into consideration. It demands that no undue intervention be made in their lives (Invernizzi, 2016). The Convention requires member governments to provide independent legal counsel for a child in any judicial dispute involving that child's care and to request that the child's perspective be taken into consideration in such matters (Clapton, 2020).
According to the Convention, children cannot be held accountable for capital punishment. All state parties were required to "act rapidly to abolish and eradicate all physical punishment and all other cruel or humiliating forms of punishment of children," according to the Committee's General Comment 8 (2006). Although it does not specifically address corporal punishment, Article 19 of the Convention mandates that state parties "take all appropriate legal, social, administrative, and pedagogical measures to shield the child from all forms of mental or physical abuse”. In particular, the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia have disagreed with the Committee's interpretation of this provision, which forbids the use of corporal punishment.  (Karita Sakharina and Amin Daud, 2020). 
Children Act 1989

To ensure the safety of children and the advancement of their welfare, the Children Act 1989 was enacted by the United Kingdom Parliament, which assigns obligations to parents, local governments, courts, and other agencies in the country. Protection of society's most vulnerable members from maltreatment and neglect is referred to as safeguarding (Bentley, et al, 2016). This entails ensuring that their well-being, health, and human rights are all given the best possible care. Children, or anybody under the age of 18, are one demographic on which the practice of safeguarding focuses (Bridgeman, 2016). The Act is based on the idea that children are best cared for in their own families, but it also covers circumstances where parents and families are not the best options. (Berrick, et al, 2015).
Children's Act 2004

The Act seeks to enhance local functioning to preserve and advance the welfare of children. The Act emphasizes the needs of children and offers both universal and specialized assistance (Ferguson, 2017). Identifying young people's needs early to enable prompt and appropriate response before needs become more severe is one of the goals of the integration of information, plans, and services (Coles, et al, 2016). As per the Children Act,
A foundation for more effectively integrating the planning, commissioning, and delivery of services for children.
Greater accountability for the children's services provided by councils by establishing a lead councilor for children's services and requiring the selection of a director of children's services.
A framework for information exchange that is legally binding.
Local Safeguarding Children Boards, which are mandated, will take the role of Area Child Protection Committees; and
Children's Commissioner for England (Bywaters, et al, 2020).
Working Together to Safeguard Children, 2006

This guidance, provided by the government offers suggestions for cooperating to protect and advance children's wellbeing. It is addressed at professionals, front-line supervisors, and senior and operational managers who have particular responsibility for advancing and ensuring the welfare of children in (DfE, 2018):
Organizations in charge of providing services to adults who are parents or carers and to children, adolescents, and adults, Organizations whose primary duty is to protect and advance the wellbeing of children.
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Daniel Pelka

Daniel Pelka’s case has been under a Serious Case Review (SCR), by the Coventry Local Children Safeguarding Board (CLCSB). Daniel has been a four-year-old boy, brutally murdered by his mother and her partner in May 2012. The overview report highlights all the missed opportunities from a number of agencies that has led to his death. 
According to the investigation, no expert could have guessed or predicted that Daniel would be slain based on what they knew of his circumstances.  While considering the events that has caused his death, the SCR has identified the failing of the services and the inappropriate actions or the lack of actions that have contributed to not preventing to protect him. Daniel’s parents have both received a 30-years sentence and the case has been highly commented I will used on the news and in different medias.
The enquiries that have been done   It was established after Daniel’s death he has been beaten for months and starved to death at his Coventry home, he has arrived at school covered in bruises, has had facial injuries and has been seen by a doctor regarding a broken arm. He has been underweighted, malnourished, and has suffered a significant abuse and neglect. Police has stated they have documented 26 different accidents in the family’s home and the mother was constantly making excuses of them. The authorities have failed to question Daniel, who was a foreigner, and he was not confident talking in English. The school have not addressed Daniel’s problem further although they have noticed his constant “obsession” for food. (Foster, D. 2020).
All the agencies have failed to communicate with each other regarding Daniel’s case. Multiagency assessment has been needed to be completed. Section 17 of the Children Act 1989/2004 imposes a responsibility on local governments to assist children in need. Under section 20 of the same Act, the police were allowed to remove Daniel from his home with an Evidence based approach and without a delay under Section 1 of the Children Act which promotes welfare. Also, the police could have obtained a court order under Section 47 of the Children Act. The social workers could have provided a translator for Daniel and should have questioned him to find out what exactly was happening in his home. The doctor at the hospital while seeing Daniel’s broken arm should have determined whether the child has been harmed accidentally or intentionally and addressed the problem correctly by informing the relevant authorities. (Children Act ,1989)
All the agencies have displayed a poor record keeping, miscommunication and lack of training.

Arthur Labinjo-Hudges

Another high-profile safeguarding case is for Arthur Labinjo-Hudges, a 6-years old boy who lived in the West Midlands. He suffered a horrific abuse that caused his death in June 2020, during the Covid pandemic. Arthur was brutally murdered by his father and stepmother who have been respectively sentenced to 21 and 29 years in prison.
Arthur’s Serious Case Review stated that he has been beaten regularly, starved occasionally, poisoned with salt and left to stay for hours alone in his family home. His head has been shaken and hit on a hard surface on numerous occasions by his parents which at the end made him suffer a fatal brain injury, classified as “unsurvivable”.
Arthur’s grandmother and uncle passed their concerns about his well-being to the social services at Solihull Council two months prior to his death. Social services visited his home and discovered bruises on his back but declared that he was “happy and playful” and documented that they had no safeguarding issues. West Midlands police have also been approached to comment, as they visited the house on his grandmother’s Joanne request but concluded their further involvement was not needed as the social services were taking over. (Ferguson. Pink and Kelly ,2022).
Both Social Services and Police have violated the Children act 1989/2004 by failing to address and meet Arthur’s needs. Multi-agency approach was not used, as per Working Together to Safeguard Children, instead was performed a “single agency approach” by the social services. Social Services should have conducted an inquiry in accordance with Section 47 of the Children Act to assess if Arthur is presently experiencing harm or is likely to experience harm in the future, or to maintain the child's Section 20 protection, obtain an agreement from the parents and place him temporarily in a foster home. (Children Act ,1989).
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Every child and youth deserve to live in safety and without the threat of abuse or damage. One may safeguard children and foster their growth to their greatest potential by encouraging them to explore their surroundings and learn by experience by having a strong working understanding of the regulations and procedures (Forslund, et al, 2022). Every citizen has got a duty of care to report if he suspects that a child has been abused or neglected. Everyone can address his concerns to the local children’s’ services, school authorities or police. Investigation should be conducted using a multi-agency approach, confidentiality should be maintained at all levels. Partnership with the parents should be sought and the parent’s consent should be gained under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989, if they refuse to cooperate an enforced court order should be obtained. The agencies should be kept responsible for their actions or inactions and should face sanctions if they fail to fulfil their responsibilities. By being protected within these guidelines, children can develop into confident members of society.
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