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20-minute poster seminar – speaker notes
 
AI declaration 
I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
 
Introduction
Hello everyone, my name is sarah . I am here today to talk to you about the United Nations convention of the rights of the child, from now on I will use the abbreviation UNCRC. I will also be talking about a brand-new club that we are setting up, and the role of youth workers as advocates. 
I have used symbolism throughout my talk so that it is easier for you to remember what I have talked about. Bbc bitesize notes that ‘symbols suggest deeper ideas’ (BBC Bitesize, 2025). So, my talk will be based around the theme of a house. 
To begin with -what is a house built from- the foundation of a house is concrete or bricks. If our house here is a youth club, then our bricks will be the uncrc and its articles. If a youth club is built on the rights children are entitled to, then it will survive just like a strong house. 
 
What is the UNCRC?
As mentioned, UNCRC stands for United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. It is a ‘legally binding agreement signed by 196 countries’ that details the rights of each child, no matter their ‘race, religion or abilities’ (UNICEF, 2022).
Let’s clarify what the word right means: the word right can be defined as ‘what you are morally or legally entitled to do or to have’ (Collins Dictionary, 2025). To further clarify, everyone has basic human rights, however children have extra rights that is for their protection and covers their developmental needs. Rights are not something you can physically hold onto, they are intangible. 
There are 54 articles in total. ‘No right is more important than the other.’ The agreement of these children's rights came into power in the UK in 1992. 
 
Why is UNCRC important for you and youth work?
It is important because it shows that children are important and need to be treated fairly. The UNCRC acknowledges the role that children have in society and is a form of protection for their well-being. 
 
For the purpose of this talk, I have highlighted four articles from the uncrc, 3 of which are:
Article 31 – the right to relax and play
Article 15 – the right to meet and join groups
Article 12 – the right to form opinions and be heard
We can think of these articles as bricks to our house. Let's add another feature to our house
 
The door of our house represents how this new youth club will be universal and open access. Universal youth work is defined as ‘open to all young people whatever their background, culture or beliefs’ (National Youth Agency, 2023, p.4). This is also supported by Youth Work in Wales Review Group’s (2022, p.9) ‘inclusive’ pillar of youth work.
In other words, at our youth club all are welcome and the door is never closed to any young person- obviously within our club's running times. Just the same, if a young person wants to leave the club, the door is open for them. Our youth club will operate on ‘voluntary involvement’ (Sercombe, 2010, p.24), meaning young people will be able to vote with their feet. This means that your children get to decide the extent of their involvement at the club. 
 
The rooms of our house represent participation. Participation is the active and constant process of engaging in something. The Youth Work in Wales Review Group (2022, p.8) define one of their key values, participative, as ‘encouraging and supporting young people to become partners in, and share responsibility for, the opportunities, learning processes and decision making structures which affect their own and other people’s lives and environments’. When young people walk through the rooms of our house-the youth club-, they make a commitment to enter a partnership. Another way to look at participation is; consultation is temporary whereas participation is ongoing long term. 
To be able to move between rooms in a house we will need stairs. This is in the form of Roger Hart’s (1992) participation ladder. His ladder illustrates eight degrees of children’s participation in decision processes. The last three steps of the ladder are examples of what participation is not.  
Lets take a look into a window of youth work 1 -advocacy: How do youth workers advocate for young people? 
 
Advocacy is about speaking up for those whose voice might be excluded. The role of an advocate is to ensure any information that is provided is provided and explained in a way that someone (like a child) will be able to understand. An example of an advocate is the Children’s Commissioner for Wales. It is Rocio Cifuentes and she is responsible for promoting the UNCRC rights and including them in government policies. The National Standards for the Provision of Children’s Advocacy Services (2002, p.1) details advocacy as being about ‘speaking up for children and young people. Advocacy is about empowering children and young people to make sure that their rights are respected and their views and wishes are heard at all times. Advocacy is about representing the views, wishes and needs of children and young people to decision-makers, and helping them to navigate the system’. 
Another window into youth work is Window 2 -empowerment: How do youth workers empower young people?
Empowerment has the word ‘power’ in it. Empowering others involves passing power to another person. Youth workers empower young people by equipping them with the skills to help them see their full potential. Positive encouragement is one of the ways youth workers empower young people. If young people are not empowered, then they won’t change for the better or won’t even be aware that there was another outcome. 
Now for the roof of the house. The roof symbolizes protection. At this club, your child will be protected. How is this so? Because they will know their rights (article 42). By knowing their rights, children will understand how their well-being is protected. 
‘Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs’ (1943) also demonstrates the importance of young people needing their basic needs to be met before their other needs like psychological needs are able to be met or developed.
[image: ]
Now I am going to talk to you about the youth club we are starting up
The club
The purpose of this new youth club is based on article 12, 15 and 31. 
Our youth club does not have a name, the reason for this is because we want your children to be involved in the decision-making process of choosing a name for their club. The youth club is open to all young people aged 12-18. To be clear, it is not your club, it is our club. The young people and youth work staff will be on a first name basis. This is to demonstrate that the staff and young people will be working professionally on equal terms. The club will take place in St Clears’ community hall. Our funding will be sourced through various grants. It will start on Friday nights between 5-7pm but can be altered depending on young people’s preference. 
We, the youth work staff, want to create space for learning opportunities. We want your children to have the choice to discover themselves and explore what their passions are. The children could choose to do this by deciding what activities they want to do each week. These could range from sports, crafts, external trips to cooking. Your children will get to be able to hold group conversations, utilize a suggestions box, vote and be in a position of power. 
The children who choose to attend this club will collectively set their own ground rules (similar to house rules like no jumping on the couch). If conflict arises like bullying, it will be resolved through a process with the young people involved. Young people will make mistakes, that is how some of them learn, which is why young people will get second chances. This youth club will be a safe place where your children will be able to learn from their actions. They will be protected under our roof. At this club, your children will be learning things now so that they can take what they have learnt into adulthood. If they don’t learn now, what will they be like when they are an adult?
The staff at this youth club will have first aid and safeguarding training. The staff will be your children’s advocates so that they can learn from our example to be an advocate for others in the future. This youth club will be focused on outcomes, not outputs. In other words, this club will not have a formal structure of learning like schools. The club will not focus on academic development, attendance numbers or test scores. Lastly, by coming to this club, your children will be accessing some of their rights.
The last symbol is in the garden of our house- we have a plant. This plant represents your child. In our house, our youth club, your child will have the chance- if they choose to- to grow. They will be able to grow in the way that the National Occupational Standards for Youth Work outline, through ‘personal, social and political development’ (CLDS Standards Council Scotland, 2019, p.5).
Now I have a small quiz for you all. This is an activity from a book (Dynamix, 2011, p.112-113) that the Carmarthenshire Youth Support Service uses when talking about the UNCRC at youth clubs. 
 
Which children in the UK are not covered by the UNCRC?
A-prisoners
B-asylum seekers
C-children of MP’s
D-children whose parents have drug addictions
Answer: none of the above – all children in the UK are covered by the UNCRC

Who does the UK Government have to report to every five years to say how children’s rights are going?
A-the president of the USA
B-the UN Convention on the rights of the child
C-Father Christmas for his list
D-all the children in the UK
Answer: B
 
Adults sometimes pretend to listen to children, but don’t take their views seriously. This is called:
A-ignorism
B-childism
C-tokenism
D-adultism
Answer: C which you can see here on roger harts' ladder of children's participation
 
Conclusion
To conclude, this youth club will be like your child’s second home, where everyone is a family. Everyone should be supporting everyone and be treated with the same level of respect. 
I hope you have learnt something today and we hope to see you soon. Feel free to speak to me afterwards and thank you for your attention. 
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