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*Please adapt the text boxes accordingly 
	Proposed Research Topic:
Exploring Factors Influencing Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) Utilization Among Middle-Aged Black Women in the USA.
Research question:
What socio-demographic factors influence the utilization of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) among middle-aged Black women in the USA, and how do knowledge levels, perceived stigma, cultural beliefs, and trust in healthcare providers affect their attitudes towards and utilization of PrEP?
Research methodology:
This study will employ a systematic review methodology to gather and analyze existing quantitative data on PrEP utilization among middle-aged Black women in USA. By synthesizing findings from relevant studies, this research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the factors influencing PrEP uptake in this demographic, thus contributing to the development of targeted interventions to improve PrEP access and adherence.


A brief overview (14-20 sentences, including 5 references)
	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The existence of racial differentiation has been playing an important role in increasing the risk of HIV among the women population coming from the middle age group in the US (Statista.com, 2023). In 2019, almost 36.9 million new cases of HIV were reported globally among which South Africa, Spain, Brazil, the US, Mexico, and Germany majorly contributed (Govender et al., 2021). This research can demonstrate the impact of infectious diseases such as HIV on social and economic progress. This study assisted in demonstrating the preventive care that has been accomplished for decreasing the severity of HIV. The involvement of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) and syringe services programs (SSPs) can decrease the severity of HIV transmission among the population (Delaney and DiNenno, 2021). This research has also demonstrated the epidemiological contribution of HIV among the black women population coming from the middle age group from Georgia, US.  The offering of “Antiretroviral therapy” creating “HIV testing” and developing “linkage to care” (Babel et al., 2021). They are increasing the scope of accessibility towards “condoms and sterile syringes”. In 2021, almost 40% of black/African Americans from the US have been diagnosed as strongly affected by HIV (Cdc.gov, 2023). A report stated that in 2021, approximately 1.2 million people from the US have been reported to be affected by HIV (Cdc.gov, 2023). This research will be going to evaluate the impact of the high threat of HIV among the middle-aged group of black women from Georgia restricting the growth of the US. The major influence behind considering this research area is to get a more focused understanding of the prevention strategies considered for reducing the severity of HIV among the black women coming from the middle age group from Georgia, US. 





Aim (a broad statement capturing the overall purpose of this research)
	[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]The main aim behind considering this research is to investigate the factors influencing the utilization of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) among middle-aged Black women in the USA, with a focus on barriers to access, prevention strategies, and stigma associated with PrEP.


Objectives (outline 3-5 using bullet points)
	· Identify the socio-demographic factors (e.g., income, education level, geographic location) that may act as barriers or facilitators to PrEP utilization among middle-aged Black women.
· Examine the knowledge and awareness levels of PrEP among middle-aged Black women, including understanding of its effectiveness, side effects, and access procedures.
· Examine the impact of perceived stigma, cultural beliefs, and trust in healthcare providers among middle-aged Black women on their attitudes towards and utilization of PrEP.



Ethical considerations (indicate ethical issues that are relevant to your research) 
	Collecting primary data from human participants requires you to address these issues.
Using primary data sources still requires how you will address these issues.

I will submit my research proposal and the UWTSD ethics form to my supervisor to receive ethical approval.

I will develop a research information letter and consent form to be handed to each participant.

Voluntary informed Consent will be asked of each participant: 

I will ensure participants will not be subjected to coercion, intimidation, and undue influence  to participate in this research. 

I will ensure participants will be informed they have the right to withdraw and their data from this research. 

I will ensure to store the obtained signed consent forms securely and anonymously. 

I will ensure the collected data will be protected and stored securely and deleted after ending this study program.

I confirm that I have discussed and agreed every section of this form with my supervisor and will only conduct my research in line with what has been agreed in this document


Signature                 D.B.K                                             Date: 19/02/2024


Supervisor:

 Signature………………………………….                                              Date:………………………………….. 



Appendix:
A Participant research information form 
B Consent form
C List of Questions / Interview schedule
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