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	Outcomes being Assessed (from Module/Unit Syllabus):

	Number
	Description

	1.  To create pre-production material that reflects new insights into their field of study.
	Demonstrate a systematic understanding of advanced research methodologies and personal artistic development to creatively engage in the conceptual stages of animation production.


MA Computer Animation   Pre-production
2009 Coursework 1
The Brief
You are required to produce a written report and to deliver a 20 minute presentation consisting of appropriate pre-production material for a proposed short animation.  
Presentation
Effectively communicate through speech and visuals, a pitch proposal for a Computer Generated Imagery based short, the presentation should last approx. 20 minutes.  Include all information necessary for a team to begin production immediately on your short.  The conceptual theme and visual style should be highly developed and polished to a professional standard.  Clearly articulate the narrative goals of the piece along with detailed plans of the action, timing, cinematic treatment, look and production design-necessary to realize the concept.  Some modelled examples and perhaps animation samples would be expected for visualisation of the final assets.  A disk with a record of the presentation is to be turned in at the time of the presentation along with the printed critical review.

Critical Review
In a written report you will detail the research undertaken into appropriate pre-production methodology. Linking the conceptual and visual development of your specific story development, idea and theme to the pre-production methods and workflow, critically evaluate the effectiveness of solutions and indicate areas for further development.  The report should be in 1500-2000 words.

File Formats
Movie files must be rendered and saved as HDV 720p 25fps file (1280 X 720, pixel aspect ratio 1.0, H.264 codec) also turn in your Maya project directory including your scene files, any files for texturing, video, animation references, storyboards and leica reel, and any other drawings or photographs done for reference-scanned and saved to disc, as well as your research report in Microsoft Word document format, the presentation should be saved as a Power Point or flash readable file.  All work should be saved to disk, no paper submissions except for the printed and bound report.  The report must also be turned in (uploaded) onto the Moodle Turn-it-in submission for the Predproduction module.


	Outcomes
	The student must demonstrate the ability to:
	Marks will be awarded for:

	Demonstrate a systematic understanding of advanced research methodologies and personal artistic development to creatively engage in the conceptual stages of animation production.
	Extend and develop, through critical awareness, his/her creative use of industry standard techniques in the pre-production of exciting and ambitious production material
	1. Presentation  75%
       

	
	
	2. Critical Review -  25%










Presentation guidelines and tips

		
Has the topic been thoroughly researched?
Has the presentation been carefully prepared?
Is the amount of material appropriate for the time allowed?

Organisation				
Is there a clear, easy to follow structure?
Does the main idea come across?
Is there a thoughtful conclusion?


Delivery					
Does the presenter make contact with the audience?
Does the presenter speak clearly and use language appropriate to the audience?

Audio/ visual aids			
Are they clear and easy to understand?
Are they well designed and appropriate to communicate the speaker’s intent?
 
Theme					
Is the primary and secondary research linked to the proposal of creative/ appropriate solutions to an identified thematic/narrative issue or problem? 
Are thematic concerns professionally dealt with in industry standard appropriate visual material?

Solutions to Design Problems			
Are solutions clearly developed through: concept sketches, storyboards, mood boards, Leica reel, model sheets, colour scripts, previs, depth script, etc?
Are they appropriate for a qualified production team to begin work on?


	Grading Criteria

	0-35
	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is below the standard required at the current level of your Degree programme. Work falls short of the threshold standards in relation to one or more of knowledge, intellectual, subject based or key skills.  Work is based on only minimal understanding, application or effort.  It will offer only very limited evidence of familiarity with knowledge or skills appropriate to the field of study or task and/or demonstrate inadequate capability in key skills essential to the task concerned. It may address the assessment task to some extent, or include evidence of successful engagement with some of the subject matter, but such satisfactory characteristics will be clearly outweighed by major deficiencies across remaining areas. Other reasons for failing the coursework may include excessive absenteeism; academic dishonesty (cheating), plagiarism or failure to participate in teamwork.


	35-39
	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is below, but at the upper end is approaching the standard required at the current level of your Degree programme. Whilst some points are correctly presented there are serious errors and/or omissions and/or irrelevant material. It indicates work of an insufficient standard. It will show very limited knowledge or understanding of the relevant subject area, and display weak writing and analytical skills and/or poor application of technique. Writing will exhibit weak grammar, very inadequate or absent references and/or bibliography and may contain major factual errors. Quantitative work will contain significant errors and incorrect conclusions.


	40-49


	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is of an acceptable standard at the current the level of your Degree programme. Work demonstrates some familiarity with and grasp of a factual/conceptual knowledge base for the field of study and/or ability to employ specialist skills, but only just meeting threshold standards. Work may be characterised by some significant errors, omissions or problems, but there will be sufficient evidence of development and competence. Writing may be poorly presented without properly laid out referencing/bibliography, or in the case of quantitative work, it may not be possible to follow the logic and reasoning leading to the results obtained and the conclusions reached. 


	50-59
	The work is of a satisfactory to very satisfactory standard at the current level of your Degree programme. Work demonstrates ability to evaluate new information, concepts and evidence from a range of sources and generate ideas through the analysis of concepts at an abstract level. Arguments and issues will be discussed and referenced, but these may not be fully documented or detailed. The work will be mostly accurate and provide some evidence of the ability to analyse, synthesise, evaluate and apply required methods/techniques. There will be no serious omissions or inaccuracies. There will be good evidence of ability to take responsibility for own learning including the selection and use of relevant techniques and applying creative skills. With Quantitative work it should be possible to follow the logical steps leading to the answer obtained and the conclusions reached. 


	60-69
	A mark in this range is indicative of that the work is of a very good standard for the current level of your Degree programme.  Work of commendable quality commanding wide ranging specialised technical, creative and/or conceptual skills.  There will be consistent evidence of capability in all relevant subject-based skills, including the ability to self-evaluate and work autonomously and to use effectively specified techniques in appropriate contexts. Writing work will make excellent use of appropriate, fully referenced, detailed examples and there will be clear evidence of analysis, synthesis and evaluation.  Any quantitative work will be clearly presented, the results should be correct and any conclusions clearly and accurately expressed.
  

	70-84
	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is of an excellent standard for the current level of your Degree programme.  Work is based on a rigorous and broad knowledge base, demonstrating ability to analyse, synthesise, evaluate concepts and/or interpret and describe the creative expression and the associated workflow process including both the design and development/production considerations. The work will go beyond that provided on reading lists and include independent work.  There will be strong evidence of competence across a range of specialised skills and the capability to operate autonomously. The work will exhibit excellent levels of knowledge and understanding, with elements of originality and flair.


	85-100
	A mark in this range is indicative of outstanding work.  Marks in this range will be awarded for work that exhibits excellent levels of knowledge and understanding throughout with substantial elements of originality and flair. The work will demonstrate a broad range of critical reading that goes well beyond that provided on reading lists. Marks at the upper end of the range will indicate that the work is of publishable, or near publishable academic standard.
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