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Note to Harriet/Janet/Jane: I am still unsure exactly what the topic of my MA dissertation will be, but I am leaning more towards the ‘Vikings in Wales’, which is what the proposal below is regarding. My other ideas are to see if the roots of the longbow tradition in Late Medieval Britain can be traced back to the area’s Norse connection (although feel this may be as a better PhD topic), or to assess the degree of ‘Viking-ness’ the Normans’ retained following the establishment and development of the Duchy of Normandy, so either of these may be the topic proposed when the official dissertation proposal is due in October.


	Title of Dissertation:

Identify and assess the impact that the Norse had on the development of the Welsh state during the Medieval period?

(The phrasing and the latter part of the question is still being worked out).


	Aims and Objectives:

To provide an up-to-date assessment of the degree of impact that Scandinavian (including as Hiberno-Norse or Anglo-Danish) settlement, political activity, and raiding had on the Welsh peninsula (and its surrounding area, e.g. Anglesey, etc.).

To identify the location of Norse settlement, such as that mentioned in the 12th Century Jomsviking Saga, and Norse overlordship of parts of Wales, such as on the Isle of Anglesey.





	Abstract (approximately 500 words):

Despite the extensive scholarship regarding Viking activity in the British Isles, their impact and interaction with the Kingdoms of modern Wales has been predominantly absent. This is commonly due to the seeming lack of clear evidence of Scandinavian settlement present in other areas of Britain. However, this seeming lack of evidence is surprising considering the presence and dominance of the Norse within the Irish Sea, with the Isle of Man, Dublin, Wexford, and various other areas in Modern Ireland, all being under the control of the Vikings for significant portions of the Viking Age and into the High Middle Ages. It is due to the location of Wales in comparison to other sites of Scandinavian occupation that means it is unthinkable to assume that Wales got off completely unscathed from Scandinavian expansion during the period and that there must be evidence of the Norse impact on the Medieval kingdoms of Wales.

There are various areas where this evidence can be found, including written, archaeological, and site-name analysis. The former of these can be used to identify and examine the more violent aspects of Scandinavian interaction with Wales in terms of a number of raids on Welsh sites such as St Davids, and usually come in the form of annals, while archaeological evidence can be used to suggest areas of settlement or at least interaction between the Norse and the Welsh, such as at Llanbedrgoch on Anglesey. Placenames of Scandinavian influence are common around costal landmarks in Wales, and along the north and south of the country, neither of which are unsurprising given the Norse’s prowess in seamanship, and how routes along the north and south can lead to trading centres in England when travelling from Ireland. 

In terms of Scandinavian overlordship or dominance of certain Welsh areas, there is evidence to suggest that the most likely contender for Scandinavian settlement in Wales is on Anglesey, with excavations on the above mentioned archaeological site supporting this. However, it is the 12th Century Icelandic Saga regarding the Jomsvikings that is the most striking written mention of Scandinavian settlement in Wales (or Bretland as it is referred to in the Saga), although as with most sagas, the truthfulness in their content is somewhat questionable. This Saga mentions that the founder of the Jomsvikings, Palnatoki, who is also believed to be the foster father of the young Svein Haraldson (later King Svein ‘Forkbeard’ of Denmark), eventually settled in Bretland and married the daughter of a prominent local ruler. This, combined with the believed origins of Swansea being named after Svein Forkbeard, could indicate some truth in the Saga, but this idea has been absent in more recent scholarship, having more prominence in scholarship of the early 20th Century. Despite this, I would look to analyse contemporary Welsh texts such as the Chronicles of the Princes to see if there is any reference to Palnatoki’s settlement. 

Finally, the other way I am looking to tackle Scandinavian overlordship of Wales is through the life of Gruffudd ap Cynan, the King of Gwynedd, who was not only a descendant of the Dublin Norse (his mother being the daughter of a Viking chieftain) and an inhabitant of Dublin in his youth, but also his Kingship can be attributed to the campaign of the Norwegian King, Magnus Barefoot, in the 1090’s. Due to this, I plan to argue that Gruffudd ap Cynan was, at the very least, a Cambro-Norse king who ruled over the northern kingdom of Wales. 

Based on all of the above, as well as most scholarship regarding Viking Wales being written almost exclusively in the 20th Century, it is time for an up-do-date analysis of the Norse impact on Wales during the Medieval period (c. 800 – 1100).
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