Assignment 4
Indicative title: Research into the effectiveness of modelling as an instructional strategy.
Since the 1960’s with educationalists such as Becker (1960) urging a “coming of age” in education, there has been a significant increase in interest into educational research. Over the last 20 years in particular, there has been a strong focus on the use of data to inform teaching and instruction but progressively governments around the world are placing a sustained emphasis on creating ‘research-rich’ and ‘evidence-rich’ schools and classrooms with the knowledge generated by this research shaping debate, informing policy and influencing practice. This research is indispensable at every stage, from the large-scale problems of provision to the everyday problems of learning and teaching, yet research by itself cannot provide ready-made solutions to problems. Instead, … states its function is to provide the information essential to the making of wise judgments, a factor which will be crucial to Welsh education with the introduction of the new curriculum in 2022. To develop and enhance the curriculum constructively though, research must be strongly supported and the teaching profession must associate closely with it which is why I have chosen to research an established instructional strategy, modelling. The effectiveness of modelling as an instructional strategy will be tested in a top English-medium comprehensive school in South Wales. Currently, the school provides education to 1219, 11-18 year olds, but the focus of the research will be on a top set year 7 class, comprising of 29 pupils. In their most recent assessment 11 of the pupils underachieved, therefore the aim of the study will be to see whether a teacher modelling an extended writing activity will improve the quality of pupils’ own answers. 

















Literature Review
Modelling is one example of instructional scaffolding which refers to a variety of techniques that aim to move pupils progressively towards stronger understanding and ultimately, promote a deeper level of learning. The basis of Instructional scaffolding was first introduced by Lev Vygotsky, a Marxist psychologist who lived from 1896-1934. Whilst the theory was not adopted until the 1960s when it was revived by Dr. Jerome Bruner who termed the coin “scaffolding,” it was Vygotsky who created a construct that was critical for scaffolding instruction known as the zone of proximal development (ZPD). The ZPD is the distance between the expert stage (what the learner can do by themselves) and the pedagogical stage (what the learner can achieve with the support of a knowledgeable peer or instructor) (Ellis and Worthington, 1994). Vygotsky believed that any child could be taught efficiently using scaffolding practices if the scaffolds were implemented at the ZPD, before they are escorted and monitored to the next stage through learning activities. Wood and Wood (1996) found that this continual support provides learners with problems of controlled complexity which makes tasks manageable at any time[footnoteRef:1] until they have developed autonomous learning strategies. After this, supports are gradually removed, thus promoting their cognitive, affective and psychomotor learning skills and knowledge. While research on scaffolding has shown these positive effects, many of the studies have been observational and not experimental. There has also not been a systematic review of literature since the subject began being extensively studied in 1990s, although stone (1998) examined several studies which involved scaffolded teacher-child interactions. Stone found them to impact not only learner skill and knowledge but also their cognition and emotion, increasing motivation and confidence when approaching a task. Bean and Patel Stevens (2002) agree that emotionally, scaffolding does this by preventing students’ feelings of failure through the various supports that are focused on learner success and cognitively through supporting the selection of activities and use of various assists that ensure learning takes place. Both emotional and cognitive successes however depend on scaffolds being directed appropriately. [1:  https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11251-015-9351-z] 

To direct scaffolding appropriately, teachers must recognise the individual learner’s current ability level so that it occurs within their ZPD.  If not, the learner may find the task too easy and lose interest or contrastingly, can find the task too daunting even if they are capable and lose motivation. Therefore, the optimal instruction and learning tasks should occur in the middle zone, where they aren’t too simple or difficult and thus are most favourable for learning. Consequently, assisting students within their ZPD is a personalised process and can’t be determined by age or grade level which is how many schools approach instruction. This can have a negative impact on learners, with research showing that students with a narrower ZPD need more frequent and detailed assistance (Day & Cordon, 1993), a challenge for teachers in classes where students have different individual needs. To help these students, Saye and Brush (2002) suggest there are two levels of scaffolding which need to be considered: soft and hard. Soft scaffolding is spontaneous, such as when a teacher circulates the room and speaks with their students (Simon and Klein, 2007) with the amount and type of support needed dependant on the need of the student at the time of instruction (Van Lier, 1996). Gallagher (1997) has found that applying scaffolding consistently in this way can be difficult though, particularly if the classes are large and when the students have various needs as it is difficult to respond to those who need additional scaffolding. To counter this, hard scaffolding could be used as it is planned in advance of the lesson to help students with tasks that are known to be difficult (Saye and Brush, 2002). In both instances, Holton and Clarke (2006) consider the expert to be the teacher and the person responsible for providing the scaffolding. 
Increasingly, teachers provide scaffolding through a variety of tools, routines and activities in the classroom to support a range of students (Luckin, R. 2010) with modelling one of the most frequently mentioned (Yelland and masters 2007; Smith 2006; Lee 2001). Eggen and Kauchak (2001) describe modelling as the process of learning or acquiring new information, skills or behaviour through observation, rather than through direct experience. This type of instruction has been shown to be effective because students are able to observe the teacher’s thought processes and engage in imitations of particular behaviours which encourage learning and help learners progress through the ZPD (Tharp & Gallimore, 1998). Even from an early age, studies shows that this plays a key role in the acquisition and development of fine motor skills, interpersonal skills, as well as professional skills later on, for example. In fact, Albert Bandura, a Stanford professor, says that “most human behaviour is learned observationally through modelling” and provides evidence for this during a famous Bobo Doll experiment where children, after witnessing adults assault a wobble clown, follow suit, although this has since been known to be a highly controversial experiment. While Sharp (1981) agrees with the importance of modelling, he goes further to say that while what is modelled is important, how it is modelled is just as important. Jonassen (1999) suggests that there are two types of modelling, behavioural and cognitive. Behavioural modelling is the most commonly known with psychomotor skills being taught by pupils imitating a demonstrated act. Whereas Tharp and Gallimore (1988) argue that cognitive modelling is more complex as the expert models a decision-making process by talking through the considerations taken and explaining the rationale for the end product. In this case, the learner would use similar strategies in a related context, rather than be engaged in direct imitation. However in both instances, Cooper (1999) found that the impact of modelling was strongest when the process was explicit. Furthermore, when individuals were engaged in a process of expert observation, reflection and practice they were more likely to be able to apply the learned knowledge in a different setting compared to those who had received a passive model. 
A passive model would be a form of guided instruction, whereas modelling would be a form of direct instruction, both of which are teaching methods used for specific learning situations to promote learning. Guided instruction is where the learners take an active role in the educational process with the instructor a facilitator and students learning from experiences, making it an inquiry-based and discovery-based model of teaching. Contrastingly, direct instruction is seen as a more traditional, instructor-centred model, with very little participation from the students. Currently within educational research, there are debates into which teaching method is more effective, a discussion increasing in importance with the introduction of the new Welsh curriculum from 2022. This is because changes with the curriculum are often associated with moves to encourage particular approaches to teaching and learning. Recent research shows that guided, modelling instruction is more effective than unguided, facilitative instruction. For instance, Kirschner, Sweller and Clark (2006) found that when comparing guided models of learning with discovery learning methods, the latter methods didn’t work as well as the former. Furthermore, they argued that even if the pupils preferred less guided models, these were still less effective for them. Similarly, in Visible Learning, a synthesis of over 800 meta-analyses using over 50,000 studies, Professor John Hattie (2008) discovered that direct instruction had an effect size of 0.59 whereas problem-based leaning had an effect size of just 0.15. However, the curriculum itself will be based on Professor Graham Donaldson’s 2015 “Successful Futures” review of the curriculum and assessment arrangements of schools in Wales and the report states that neither teaching method should be seen as superior but rather there is a “need for a broad repertoire of teaching and learning experiences.” Jill Williams (2003) agrees that good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches and states the benefits include positive relationships between teachers and learnings, improved classroom organization and management and examples of children taking their own learning forward.
Within educational psychology literature it is well established that children tend to learn better and faster from concrete illustrations and demonstrations (Allington and Cunningham, 2010) and there are numerous benefits for providing students with examples to supplement raw instruction. First, students can see what is meant to be produced which combined with a general explanation of the task, provides a direct image of their targeted outcome. This makes for easy guidance and comparison with their own work, but models can also help students see the relevance of an activity if it is clearly demonstrated as students see how individual tasks they’re performing contribute to their growing sets of skills and knowledge. All of these advantages are not subject specific either, with research showing that modelling can be used across all disciplines, in every year and for every ability level in the classroom although the time it takes to model a concept or skill is dependant on the size of the task students are being required to do or the ability of the pupil. For example, models are useful for low ability pupils, pupils who have learning disabilities or English as an additional language because they can be modelled multiple times for understanding (Baldwin et al, 2006). Furthermore, models are particularly beneficial for pupils who have learning problems such as attention and processing problems, memory retrieval problems and metacognitive difficulties because they can provide an accessible “learning map.” For all pupils though, modelling have been found to decrease student error and confusion, whilst according to a recent research review of teaching practices, increase engagement and enhance understanding. Importantly, modelling can lighten the cognitive load too, a theory (CLT) put forward by John Sweller in 1998. The CLT is based on the working memory, the part of the mind which processes what we are currently doing, only being able to deal with a limited amount of information at once. CLT suggests that if the cognitive load exceeds the processing capacity then pupils will struggle to complete the activity successfully. As heavy loads therefore impact completion, modelling lightens the mental effort and facilitates learning by directing cognitive resources towards activities that are relevant to leaning. 
On the other hand, modelling has frequently been criticized for limiting thinking, with a risk that pupils are doing little more than copying if they see a model answer and then produce their own work straight after. Agnes (2000), for example, states that students are just replicating models in tasks which require imagination, although … says that this can be avoided if there is a gap built in between the model and the one that they have to do so that they can’t copy the one they have just seen. Even so, it has been argued that modelling fosters a dependency culture, with students even beginning to “expect” models. More recently, this view is changing. … believes that students only become dependant if teachers routinely model and the pupils never work alone. However, if a teacher models and then the scaffolds are slowly taken away, instead of inhibiting, modelling can assist learning. There are other limitations however, including less able students being more likely to accept what is being modelled and not challenge it. This adds to the common misconception that models only assist lower ability pupils and Haston (2007) found they can even hold back the more able if used inappropriately. Yet, … suggests this does not need to be the case, teachers just have to simply model at a higher level in order to challenge the students. For all pupils though, modelling should not be used in place of detailed historical knowledge. There is no point modelling a historical essay for instance, if the pupils don’t first have the historical knowledge to answer the question. First the knowledge must be taught and then the teacher should model what to do with it as undertaken with this research. 


School Policy and Practice (500 words approx.)
The research project undertaken took place over a two-week period and involved three lessons, separated as a knowledge-based lesson, a pre-test lesson and finally a combined modelling intervention/post-test lesson. During the knowledge-based lesson pupils learnt the different methods of attacking and defending a medieval castle by primarily looking at siege weapons and deciding upon which were most and which were least effective at their roles. This was appropriate to give the pupils the knowledge they need to complete an extended writing activity where they had to imagine they were a medieval knight whose assignment it was to attack Caerphilly Castle and how they would go about this. Such extended writing activities are tasks routinely given by school X to pupils towards the end of a scheme of work before an assessment. Increasingly, these assignments consist of a timed, test-conditioned answer to a GCSE-style question. Such questions are encouraged by exam boards producing junior versions of GCSE papers with the belief that excellent writing can be nurtured through techniques such as modelling. 
Modelling the extended activity in the post-test was also important because if done correctly, they have been proven to help students engage in deep learning, high-level reasoning, develop critical and creative skills as well as gain insights into multi-structural connections and relationships among concepts. This will help improve the baseline targets for year 7’s in History at school X where level drops have been put down to be, at least in part, to what the History department believe is a gap between a student’s ability to think about historical issues and their ability to put together a written answer to a historical question as discussed in weekly meetings. Therefore, an emphasis has been placed on all members of the History department to provide pupils with models to help students produce coherent written communication with higher levels of sophisticated explanation and analysis that will allow students access to higher grades. Although students can sometimes associate extended writing tasks with an increased workload, by helping the students develop their answers through modelling, this study aims to provide the pupils with an opportunity to probe a topic more deeply whilst developing their ability and enjoyment in constructing longer pieces of historical writing. 
Modelling is not solely being increasingly developed in the History department either but across the whole school. At a recent inset day for example, the use of modelling was a key theme and such teaching and learning techniques are sought by Estyn, the inspectorate for Wales, as evidenced as early as School X’s 2011 Estyn report with the second recommendation too ‘strengthen the standards of essential skills in key stage 3.’ More recently, the 2016 Estyn report for School X has noted that ‘In a few lessons pupils only make modest progress… largely due to learning activities that do not develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding well enough.’ Modelling could be a key way to tackle these issues and thus help promote School X from the ‘Good’ standard it currently holds for the provision of teaching to the ‘Excellent’ standard which the whole school and this study wants to contribute too. 






Methodology & Ethics (1000 words approx.)
Typically, as an extension of a particular school improvement plan, project or goal, educators conduct action research (AR) to reform strategies. The term AR itself, was first coined in the 1940s by Kurt Lewin, a German-American social psychologist with the aim of solving social problems but Stephen Corey was the first to use AR in an education setting in the 1950s with the belief that having the educator involved in both the research and application of the findings would be beneficial (Ferrance, 2000). Educationalists have since accepted this and the use of AR has grown considerably (Mertler, 2006) with the term now encompassing any systematic inquiry conducted by teachers, administrators, counsellors or others with a vested interest in the teaching and learning process, for the purpose of gathering data about how their particular schools operate, how they teach, and how students learn (Mills, 2003). Within AR, there are several approaches which have emerged that are similar in purpose, but which differ in method and steps towards inquiry (Craig, 2009). For my research, I have chosen to partake in teacher AR which is research “done by teachers for themselves” (Johnson, as cited in Mertler, 2006, p. 72) to inform and improve their practice. Suter (2006) argues that this methodology creates a “reflective practitioner” who can make exemplary contributions to instructional improvement, with Manfra (2009) also a strong advocate of using AR to help teachers consolidate new knowledge, learn about new issues, and develop new teaching methods and strategies. Although, Mertler (2006) warns that whilst there is a constant need for research-based interventions and instructional techniques, teachers should be mindful of the generalizability and transferability of results as they were only shown to be effective with those students, in that setting, using individualized teaching techniques and styles. Yet, Riel (2010) believes that unlike traditional research, AR shouldn’t end with the findings and formulations of conclusions but rather, they should spark a renewal of the research process, hence AR follows what he calls “progressive problem solving.” 
Every finding and conclusion should be based on the best possible data. To achieve this, the data used to justify their actions should be valid and reliable. To be reliable Mills (2014) says that the same data should be collected if the same techniques were utilised over time, whilst validity refers to the degree to which scientific observations actually measure or record what they purport to measure (Peltro & Peltro, 1978). Although Waterman (1998) believes there is a paucity of literacy on issues of reliability and validity specific to action research methodology, there are common threats to the validity of studies which are pronounced in naturalistic settings such as history, maturation and loss of subjects (Bordage and Dawson, 2003). These threats affect the internal validity of the study; the ability to state the relationship between the independent and dependant variables is unambiguous and not explainable by extraneous variables which are usually related to the participants and the instrumentation (Gohil, 2012). For example, history refers to the influence if events that take place different points in time on the dependant variables other than the independent variable (Hiradhar, 2012). Perry (2005) suggests this can affect data if the study takes a long time to complete, a threat similar to the maturation of participants. Maturation deals with the natural changes that take place in participants over time such as emotional states and the development of cognitive structures, both of which have been found to significantly affect younger participants more than older ones (Seliger and Shohamy, 1989). The potential threat of these influences will be limited though, as my conducted study only spanned two lessons over a period of two weeks. This will also positively affect another factor regarding internal validity, the attrition or experimental morality of pupils. Both of these factors are more likely to affect a longitudinal study, as they take longer to complete the research procedures so subjects are more likely to remain absent due to illness or lose interest. To avoid this problem, using a larger number of subjects is sometimes used (Gohil, 2012) which is one reason why I chose to begin the study with the largest year 7 class I taught (__ participants).
This means that a larger number of participants may benefit from the AR, although benefits can come with challenges. According to Cain and Harris (2013), for example, AR can be time-consuming, unpaid and have ethical implications with may threaten the aim of the study. Ethical implications especially have been extensively examined in literature (Coghlan, 2013) with a variety which need to be taken into consideration. Many of these involve the relationships between people in the study, including confidentiality, anonymity and collaboration. Before the study has begun, participation and collaboration in the study needs to be voluntary whilst pupils should be free to withdraw at any time without consequence. This was discussed at the start of the research with the pupils along with coercion in an attempt to minimise the presence of a teacher manipulating the learners to obtain positive data. This is important because whilst research may be part of a teacher’s development, the children aren’t there for that purpose, rather the teacher is there for the development of the children (Doyle, 2007). In addition, teachers need to understand that vulnerability is at play when young learners are participants as the project may impact them and the wider community. Thus, participants need to be respected, remain anonymous and the data needs to be confidential (Mockler, 2014). Confidentiality is defined by Doyle (2007) as not having any identifiable characteristics disclosed to anyone outside of the permitted people promised at the time of informed consent with Campbell and McNamara (2007) contending that confidentiality means participants can be open and tell their stories in confidence. If researchers are unsure whether they are adhering to confidentiality or any ethical guidelines, they can use the Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research released by the British Educational research Association (BERA). Since its inception in 1974, BERA has become an internationally renowned association which supports educational researchers in conducting research to the highest ethical standards. Along with the fourth edition of guidelines, BERA recommends researchers undertake wide consultation throughout the project to identify relevant ethical issues so that decision making becomes “an actively deliberative, ongoing and iterative process of assessing and reassessing the situation and issues as they arise.” Therefore, when undertaking my research I consulted those in a research context from planning through conduct to reporting. 












Evaluation (2000 words approx.)
Pre-test/Post-Test:
Before reporting the findings, I had to measure the amount of learning the pupils had acquired which I did by designing a pre/post-test with the pre-test administered prior to an intervention, followed by a post-test after the intervention occurs. When grading the test, I then assigned a numerical score to both the pre and post-tests. To demonstrate the student has made progress, the post-test score should be higher than the pre-test score. This design is useful to measure the value added by a program of study, whilst pre-tests are also beneficial for serving several purposes, including by providing the current status of a group for guidance on further activities. For instance, if the results of a pre-tests show that most students know a topic well, then schemes of works can be revised. This can be useful for classes like the top set one chosen for this study as strong of gifted and talented students identified through a pre-test can be given extra challenging materials. However, the main problem with this design is that it sacrifices external validity for internal validity. This is because there is no way of judging whether the process of pre-testing influenced the results as there is no measurement against groups untreated. Thus, children given a pre-test may be inspired to try harder in their lessons and outperform children not given a pre-test which then makes it difficult to generalize the results to encompass all children. As the present study only has one group, it follows a quasi-experiment model which does not need a control group unlike a true experimental design where a control group is needed (Nunan, 1992). Although not having a control group does limit the generalizability and decreases the internal validity of the study so conclusions are less definitive than experimental designs, the time and resources are reduced as extensive pre-screening and randomization of control groups are not required. Instead, Herbert W. Seliger and Elana S. (1989) says the quasi-experimental deigns attempts to use the subjects are their own control group and further state that the quasi-experiment design is efficient because “it controls a number of extraneous variables which can affect the homogeneity of subjects when more than one group is involved.” For these reasons, I find the pre/post-test model appropriate following a quasi-experimental design although I will need to keep the limitations in mind, particularly when generalizing the findings. 
Both lessons given a starter:
Before beginning the pre and post-test, the pupils were given the same starter aimed at recapping the key knowledge learnt during the knowledge-based lesson on the different methods of attacking and defending medieval castles. The basic principle behind this activity was to bring good quality prior knowledge into common usage while exposing poor quality prior knowledge in the form of gaps. By providing every individual in the class with a whiteboard to elicit answers, all the children engaged with recalling previous learning, which rules out the frequently encountered problem with starters  in that there is a tendency for classes to delegate responsibility for addressing the tasks upon pupils who can relied upon to produce the right answers. Occasionally, this factor is reinforced by teachers in this situation by eliciting answers that allows them to move on. Yet, research shows that time should be given to recalling prior knowledge because retrieving information after an initial learning phase has been shown to enhance long-term retention more than even restudying material; a theory known as the testing effect (Rowland, 2014). The testing effect theory has been proven to work with a variety of materials and age groups (Dunlosky, et al., 2013). However, McDaniel et al., 2009, 2013) argues that it is important that students recall prior knowledge without the use of notebooks, texts or laptops as retrieval practice only works when students are retrieving material from memory. Consequently, the more times the students have to draw information, ideas and skills from memory, the better chance they have of learning it. 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar:
Following the starter pupils were given the Pre-test extended writing activity. For the pre-test this just involved the question, whereas in the intervention/post-test lesson, pupils were first shown common mistakes made by pupils in their previous extended writing task, particularly focusing on spelling, punctuation and grammar. By pointing out frequent mistakes such as using full stops and capital letters and modelling the correct practice, this activity aimed to support the learning of pupils because “pupils need vocabulary, expression and organisational control to cope with the demands of subjects.” Currently in education, the development of such literacy skills is a major part of teaching and as early as 1922, George Sampson notes how it should be a whole-school concern as “Every teacher is a teacher of English because every teacher is a teacher in English.” This is particularly important in Wales as recent research by Estyn shows that literacy levels are not improving as quickly as other parts of the UK. In fact, Estyn’s annual report found that 40% of pupils arrive at secondary school with literacy levels below there reading age. These figures show that more work is needed to be done, with an Ofsted Report, Moving English Forward, showing that progress in Literacy will be limited unless the good practice is consolidated in 26 out of 30 lessons each week in lessons other than English. If literacy is consolidated, the benefits are substantial. Another report by Ofsted, Removing Barriers to Literacy, says that better literacy leads to “improved self-esteem, motivation and behaviour,” and that Literacy allows pupils to “learn independently” which is empowering. Therefore, this task was useful to modelling the correct grammar needed for the pupils to succeed in this assignment, as much as the content. 
Example paragraphs:
The content of the extended writing activity was then modelled through the use of a bad model followed by a good model for each paragraph (introduction, paragraph 1, paragraph 2, conclusion). Starting with the introduction, a slide was shown with a bad model whereby poor academic language was used along with limited content such as own knowledge. In pairs, the pupils were then asked to discuss for a two-minute period what was wrong with the paragraph and how they would improve the paragraph which was followed by feedback through class discussions to make the activity accessible to all pupils. Throughout this stage of the implementation stage, questioning was used to scaffold learning by rephrasing and elaborating on statements and asking questions. The importance of this is unquestionable as research says that it is teachers with a command of their subject, allied with high-quality instruction techniques like questioning, who impart the best learning to their pupils. The pupils were then able to compare their improvements to the example of a good paragraph on the next slide. Multiple exemplars were used because the quality of an exemplar can be hard to judge in isolation, so comparing exemplars can help students identify the reasons for success. Viewing a variety of exemplars also ensures that creativity isn’t stunted in tasks where it is sought. To give an example, when modelling a creative writing tasks like the one given to the pupils, ensuring pupils see a range of exemplars helps them to realise that high-quality work comes in many forms. I ensured the pupils understood why the exemplars were high-quality by highlighting the subject-specific academic language used and explaining the complex thought processes that contribute to successful work. The use of think alouds, the verbal modelling of such thought processes behind the design of the paragraph, aided this because children’s cognitive abilities are still in development, thus providing them with the opportunities for them to see developed, critical thinking are essential. 


Worked examples:
Worked examples do this by focusing on specific steps to solve problems which reduces the cognitive load on their working memory, but only if models are used for short periods of time, particularly if pupils are not used to this method of teaching and learning. Therefore, the extended writing activity was broken down into the four paragraphs, with the models shown for each paragraph followed by pupil practice. After each good and bad model was provided, the pupils were given a model writing frame with which to write their answers. Writing frames are a device used to help students structure their answers and as such are linked to modelling literacy and progressing the ability to think historically. To begin to write with fluency and clarity in response to historical questions, writing frames contribute a stock of appropriate sentence starters and connecting phrases to help construct answers. They can direct writing in a purposeful way and ensure students address all the elements of an answer, however teachers do need to be aware of potential drawbacks. These include frames that serve to limit the thinking of some students and generate a sameness in the responses and results of answers, although … asserts that if used productively, they are more advantageous than disadvantageous. They can be used as a type of scaffolding, for example, on which lower ability pupils can build an answer whilst they can also be differentiated to ‘stretch’ the more able pupils which I aimed to harness as the class was a higher band. For many students, writing frames are a helpful way of putting together a historical argument and this showed in the results of the post-test. 
Data Collection:
The results of the post-test and pre-test were analysed against a mark scheme created specifically for this study in the form of an essay scoring rubric. The rubric was formed of two traits which were scored from 1-4 for simplicity with 1 being the lowest score achievable and 4 the highest. The two traits include a score for spelling, punctuation and grammar and a mark for explanation of content based on the knowledge they had learnt during the knowledge-based lesson. Both tests were designed so that the higher marks were awarded to work that illustrated a greater degree of evaluation whilst less marks were given to more descriptive, basic responses. Using a rubric in such a way means the scoring guidelines are consistent and Cresswell and Houston (1991) highlight how even partial completion of work can be recognised as pupils can gain marks depending of how much work they have successfully completed. Even so, it is important to remember that assessing extended writing activities can be difficult, time-consuming and are hard to mark reliably (Tisi, 2013). For instance, markers can disagree about the grades that should be awarded and all data collection procedures have some effect on the type of data elicited. To counter this, Seliger and Shohamy (1989) argue it is important the researcher is aware of these effects and try to limit them as much as possible, although they do recognise that over the year’s researchers have developed a number of techniques to assure the quality of data collection procedures. After assessing the data of my research, I found that 19 out of the 29 participants (65.5%) saw their spelling, punctuation and grammar mark improve in their post-test  from their pre-test, while 6 participants saw their mark stay the same (20.6%), 2 participants saw their marks decrease (6.8%) and 2 pupils were absent from the post-test (6.8%). Similar results were seen for the content findings; 23 pupils saw an increase in their rubric score (79.3%), 3 pupils achieved the same mark (10.3%), 1 pupils mark decreased (3.4%) and 2 pupils were absent (6.8%). 
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Conclusions
More pupils will need practice to gain the highest marks. 
Pupil in trait one moved up one, ppils in trait two moved up two



The results of the Year 8 exam suggest that there has been a clear improvement, especially with the middle and upper end students who felt more confident in tackling lengthier paragraphs under timed pressure. Many of the students had clearly considered the structure of exam questions and many were able to include detail about, and explain, two or three pieces of clear evidence in their assessment. The opportunity for students to practise their written style regularly has also helped with the ‘end of unit’ assessments that are completed at home; over the year, increasing numbers of students have started to apply their feedback from ‘practice’ homework paragraphs to their assessment paragraphs. The formulaic approach to planning paragraphs has also helped to ensure wider engagement with the assessment preparation sessions. However, some of the weaker students continue to struggle to engage meaningfully with feedback given and they dismiss practice paragraphs as ‘an old piece of homework’. As a result, detailed feedback on homework does not inform their work. Over the next year, I intend to trial strategies for how best to support these students further.

