Own selfIs Your Identity Static?
Different parts of my personality/identity are shown in different environments and situations, so my identity is not static, no. For example, when I’m around friends or family it differs. Also, more generally, with age my identity and how it’s shown has changed. When I was a teenager, around the ages of 15-17 I wore a lot of black as I was unhappy and that wasn’t a particularly good time in my life. However, without even realising I gradually started to wear brighter and more colourful clothes as I got happier. 
Own Self and What is Important to Your Identity? 
Elements of myself that I consider to be important is my identity and a part of that being my heritage.  I’m from Kingstanding in Birmingham and have history of family in Birmingham, but I am also South African, Jewish and Northern Irish. I’m proud of all of these and consider them to be an important part of what makes me who I am. 
Being half South African I express in my love of rugby and support of the Springboks (their national rugby team) and we often eat South African foods and snacks. In being both South African and Northern Irish this is often also expressed in using slang from both of these countries, as well as Brummie (Birmingham) slang. I believe all of these make up and show the different parts of my heritage and roots. In addition to this I also often use Yiddish words, which is essentially Jewish slang, so I think the largest expression of my different roots/heritage is vernacular and colloquial. 
How do You Present Your Identity?
The main way in which I present my identity is in how I dress. I have different parts to my personality/identity and show them in this way. For example, some of my different styles are rock n roll, vintage and boho. They are all quite different but are all a part of my identity and so I like to show that through fashion. My tattoos are also a way of presenting my identity. I am generally an introvert which is presented in my identity by usually avoiding large social gatherings, unless I’m at a concert which is something I love to go to, and staying at home as I am more of a homebody, though I do also love nature so am often in the local park. I believe my lack of social presence in wider society presents my identity of being an introvert. 
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…I identify a lot more with my past self from two years ago, when I was 18, because that’s when I started to notice a real change in myself. I started to learn more about what things I am really interested in and know more about who I am and become comfortable with that. I feel like that’s around the age I started to really be me and so I definitely still do identify with that as it has only grown more so since then. 
How do Others See You? How Do You Think Others See You?
For this one I asked some family members as I wasn’t sure myself how other people actually view me. My mom said that I can be feisty, snappy and aggressive but also very considerate and caring. My brother says that he sees me as someone who is determined, and they both have said they have seen changes in me over the years. They both see me becoming more me and turning into the person I’m meant to be, for example changes in the way I dress and music I listen to and pursuing the career I want. They both also said I seem more comfortable in my skin than I used to. Though I think most of this just comes with growing up and no longer being a teenager. 
I would say I generally think others view me as rather shy, awkward, introverted and perhaps a bit weird. However, in certain situations I try and present myself to be more confident and outgoing, and in general I perhaps try and present a general image. For example, I usually dress in a 70s/rock n roll sort of way which presents the image that that is what I am into, which I am and it does, according to my friends and family. 
How do You See Your Identity Developing in the Future?
I imagine a big change in my future identity will be if/when I become a mother. It is something that I think I would like one day and would definitely be a large development and change in my identity. 
In five years from now I would like to have done a postgraduate degree after I have my bachelors and hopefully be starting my career in something to do with heritage and history, such as working in a museum or an academic field to do with history. 
I would like to be seen as professional and intellectual in my future workplace and others to see me as someone who’s chill and fun more so not in a work capacity. 
How do You Identify with Own Personal Past?
I do still identify with my past self in many ways. For instance I still listen to some of the same music and have similar interests still. Even though a lot about me has changed, a lot still remains the same. 
My past self from five years ago, when I was 15, is different to me now at 20. Now that I am out of my adolescent years I’m starting to grow and change more but I still do identify with myself at from five years ago because she is still a part of me and I think it is important to look back and see how you have changed because often you don’t even realise until you do…



One example of a national heritage organisation is Historic England. This group aims to protect the heritage of England but also allow people to immerse themselves in it. On their website they list the most important places in England of historical significance such as monuments, buildings, parks, gardens, battlefields and shipwrecks for example, as well as more than this. Another example is English Heritage. This organisation also cares for historic places in England such as medieval castles, Cold War era bunkers and Roman forts to name a few examples. English Heritage aim to and allow people to experience history rather than just simply read about it in books. They aim to allow people of all ages to really have a hands-on experience at these historic sites to learn about it but also to enjoy it. I purchased the book from a local charity shop (Kingstanding, Birmingham), however I presume it was originally sold at a bookstore like Waterstones or Foyles also within the area.
The book itself however was printed in Croydon and the publishing house (Alma Classics) is in Surrey, so it has come from somewhere else originally. 
The book sits visibly on my shelf so I see it every day and it is something to be read. 
This book has meaning to me for reasons previously mentioned such as it being my favourite book set in one of my favourite time periods as well as having cover art that I really love, and that being the reason to buy that specific copy of the book. 
It also has meaning to me though as I know someone personally in my life who reminds me of the main character, Jay Gatsby, in some ways and I personally relate to the narrator, Nick Carraway. So, in many ways reading this book is often a relatable experience. 
To others though reading this book could be a very different experience, or somewhat similar. I believe that everyone’s reading experience is unique and that there is no one true meaning as there can be an inexhaustible variety of meanings for people. 
The book is not authentic in the sense that it is a largely fictional novel, and also in the sense that it is a reprint from the original 1925 edition. However, I believe that it does hold authenticity as Fitzgerald was often known to draw on his life experiences in his writings. Furthermore, the meaning of it is real and the feelings one can have with a piece of literature is authentic. 
My experience with this is that it is something I cherish a lot and keep on my shelf in view. When I’m not re-reading it I do often take it down to admire the cover art or flick through to read my favourite quotes/passages which I have underlined in pencil. 
The book is in pretty good condition. The cover was a little bit dirty when I purchased it but was easily cleanable. The spin is intact and hasn’t been bent nor have any of the pages been bent in the corner. It does look a little bit worn and used, but not overly so. As a book lover I personally try and keep my books intact so I am careful with them. However, inside I do lightly mark my favourite parts pencil. Overall, however, I would say the book is in good condition. 
Monetary speaking it has little value as it isn’t old copy, nor is it rare or first printing or a special edition. However, to me, it has a lot of personal value as it is my favourite novel (and I have read a lot of books). Also, as I said previously I have had previous copies of this book but this one is my favourite edition because of the 1920s style cover art. It may not seem like much but to me it makes it more valuable and personal. 
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I own the book now and I bought it at a local charity shop. Before I owned the book it could have had multiple previous owners, but definitely at least one. 
This edition of the book is from 2012 so it is eight years old and I bought this copy to replace my old one only earlier this year, so the previous ownership could be fairly large but that is something I won’t really be able to trace.  
The construction of a book begins with printers printing text on large sheets of paper. It is then cut into smaller pages and then divided into smaller groups. Next they are folded in half and sewn together and then cut down to the finished size and glued to the spine cover. 
There is a mixture of natural, man-made and a mix of both in the materials used in a book. For example, the pages come from trees which are natural but then are made to be the way they are which is unnatural. Other materials used are ink, printers, glue, thread and all the objects used in putting the book together. 
The purpose and use of a novel is to read and enjoy and that is the purpose of this one. However, I personally believe that the author also intended for people to maybe learn something from the book and get lessons out of it, which I have. Some of the things I have learned from this book  is to let go of the past and move on, which is something the main character, Jay Gatsby, was unable to do and also that the grass isn’t always greener on the other side which is again something the main character, as well as Myrtle Wilson, were unable to do. 
Its definition of what it means to me is that it is a representation of my love of literature and reading and also of my love of history. The book was written in the 1920s and set in that time too so it shows a glimpse of life in that era which to me is fascinating as I love that era and history in general. 
My chosen object is my copy of my favourite novel - The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. 
The item is a vertical rectangular shape. It is white on the outside with some colour on the cover art and a gold font. 

My chosen character for the workshop is the archaeologist. I chose this particular one as I find the field of archaeology to be of interest. In relation to the press release the archaeologist would have a role in this in potentially having the dig the site to glean information about the site so we can be more knowledgeable on it, also to maybe find more items like the previous ones found (pottery, coins and bones for example). With the items the archaeologists has already retrieved, such as the skeleton remains of a human, they can piece together the history of Dundiggin Castle. 













