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Academic writing is something that is widely used around the world in universities and scholarly communities. It is formal and descriptive. “The use of contractions and direct style is not normally acceptable academic writing” (Day, 2018). This means the author should not be using personal pronouns (e.g., I, me, mine, we, us, our).
There are two types of academic writing, student academic writing and expert academic writing. According to Smith (2022) Both of these types of writing should maintain the same standards, which can be tough for students to grasp. 
Student academic writing is used around schools and universities for assessments and reports while expert academic writing is used for publication purposes.
Academic writing should be precise, evidenced and structured amongst other characteristics. The reader should be able to understand the text easily and the writing should be backed with references to show the reader where it has come from. This is where in-text citations help.
Paraphrasing is essential because it displays your strong understanding of the source to put in your own words. It also gives you a compelling option to using direct quotes, which should not be used as often (LA TROBE UNIVERSITY, 2022)
Gathering evidence is important as well as pointing out the source of where it came from. This is the reference list which prompts the readers back to the main source. If possible, the author should then go to explain what the evidence means to them. This shows the reader the authors understanding of the information and how it connects to the topic of the writing.
Newcastle University (2023) states that adding a reference at the end of your writing is not always enough. Evidence does not speak for itself and in most cases the author needs to analyse and clarify it for the reader, so they are able to understand how it reinforces your writing.

