
 The Police use many techniques to do their job to the highest effectiveness. One of those methods of Policing is Community based and Neighbourhood Policing. According to the College Of Policing (2020) the defining features of this type of policing are that Police officers and police staff are more out in the public eye keeping a good relationship with them. It builds trust and builds a bond between the community and the police. The result of this is that people have a higher confidence in the police as they see them on a more personal level. This type of policing has been used frequently by the UK police but has suffered drastically as according to BBC (2019) places such as South Yorkshire Police are to cut their number of Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) in half. Another method that the police use to tackle crime is by the use of a method called ‘Problem-orientated policing’ also known by the acronym POP. The College of Policing (2017) describe this method as one of problem solving and it tries to tackle the specific problem which is causing crime. The College of policing (2017) tell us that problem-orientated policing uses a so called SARA model in order to work effectively (Scanning, Analysis, Response, Assessment). The College of policing (2017) also tells us that problem-orientated policing is effective in fighting crime and is backed by evidence. The next way in which the police work to reduce crime is by implementing a Intelligence-led method. According to The Parliament website (2008) the intelligence led policing is simply using the information and understanding of today’s policing to implement them in the future and successfully improve tomorrow’s policing. Next is a method that is used by The New York Police Department according to the BBC (1998). That method is the use of zero tolerance policing but more known as positive policing over in the United States of America. The BBC (1998) Presents us that the Superintendent Ray Mallon, Head of Middlesbrough CID who had promised to cut crime by 20% in 18 months. BBC (1998) also claim that there is a link between crime and disorder so targeting areas with high disorder will prevent more crime happening. The BBC (1998) tells us about a theory developed by Kelling and Wilson in 1983 that if you stop minor crimes from happening people won’t commit the more serious offences. The results shown in that news report show that since the implementation of zero tolerance in New York crime in that city has fallen by 39% and murder by 49%. The final method of policing is Evidence based policing. The College of Policing describe it as a an approach used by officers and staff use to review and reflect the best evidence to educate and possibly change policies, policing actions and the decisions they make. The College of Policing claim that this is backed by academics. College of policing (2014) has published that police officers and staff have reviewed academic research in a five day camp and looked at over 5,600 pieces of research and has found useful studies in response to prostitution, reduction of theft and support of mental wellbeing amongst other findings.https://www.nottinghamshire.police.uk/
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Focusing on Community based and Neighbourhood Policing and looking deeply in to it, it does just seem to be simple policing without much complications as according to Higgins (2018). The basis of it is simple, keep a good relationship with the public and they won’t commit crime, he claims. The College of Policing tells us that the main points of Community policing are to engage communities, solve problems, help out with activities, prompt the correct culture, collect database, help officers, staff and volunteers develop skills and share learning. Higgins (2018) claims that this style of policing has been introduced in the UK in the year 2008 in order to address local crime on a smaller scale starting in the local Communities. Higgins (2018) states that this style does not only help fight crime but also help victims of violent and/or sexual crimes, report crimes and seek help professional help knowing their local officers on a familiarity basis. Brogden and Nijhar (2005) explain why the use of Community Policing could work for other countries as well as the UK. Brogden, M and Nijhar, P (2005) talk about how the harsh zero tolerance policing has not worked in places such as Russia and how corrupt the police force become there that Community policing has become the last option. They do however agree that in theory the method of policing is easy, but there may be difficulties in the practicality. Brogden, M and Nijhar, P (2005) argue that community policing is about to take over the world and all forces will pick out the benefits of it and implement it in their respective police forces. They believe that it is good as countries will be able to learn from one another and pick up the positives and get rid of the negatives. 
The local police in places over the UK seem to back this way of policing as the Thames Valley Police state that it’s important to have teams in local areas who are working with the Community. The teams are made up of police officers, staff, PCSO’s, volunteers and special constabularies. It seems a good idea for Community policing to make the most of volunteers and special constables as they are part of that community, they are a part of it and they are the local people of which the Community is made out of. Additionally to that, Dorset police have also made a map of their respective area and have put on it the function where you can find your local area, where you live, and find out who your local police staff/ officers are. This seems to be very helpful and you get to know the name and even see a picture of your respective local officer. It means that local members of the public can see their local police and correspond with them on a personal level. This may be useful for those who suffered from sexual assaults and feel too embarrassed to tell somebody they do not know, like police. Higgins (2018) states that one way that the police put this method of policing into use is by designating smaller and quieter police teams to areas to work with local groups in a small scale rather than large.
Homer (2018) states that a third of the PCSO, who were meant to the ones who are out there with the communities, have been axed and there are now 4188 less officers than five years before. Homer (2018) also states that critics say that police presence deters from crime however Homer (2018) also states that the Home office numbers of crime had fallen by 40%. Homer also presents the words of an ex-gangster and he says that the presence of police officers are a good deterrent. This is backed by the graphs presented by Higgins (2018) where there is a clear drop of people worried about crime from the year 2008. The Office for National Statistics (ONS 2019) shows how true this is as the official statistics for crimes recorded presented by the ONS (2019) are dropping year by year (even before the introduction of Community policing). This could explain things such as The Guardian (2017) claiming that the numbers of police officers fallen by nearly 20 thousand since 2010 with some local areas going from 17 officers on duty to just 4.  
Unfortunately, in the recent years not all crimes dropped, contradicting, certain crimes rose to very high levels. Lyness and Powell (2018) talk about this and report on the words of Dick (2018), the metropolitan police commissioner, who said that the whole policing system needs to change in order to battle that. On the contrary, Dick says that everybody needs to work together to stop the outspread of the crime, so doing what Community policing is all about.  Knife crime had become a problem with Lyness and Powell (2018) reporting that over 200 people suffering fatal injuries in 2013, this toll raised to over 1000 in the next five years. Lammy (2018) believes that the way that police are dealing with knife crime right now is insufficient and it needs to change. He believes that arresting the youngsters with knifes won’t stop knife crime as that is directly linked to the multibillion pound illegal business which is drugs and gang activity. He believes a method of policing such as problem-orientated policing. This would mean police would direct the drug/ gang problem in the area instead of actually knife crime itself. Lammy (2018) also seems to believe that being more stern and more non-sense policing would also work better with harsher and mandatory prison sentences and he even is in favour of stop-and-search methods. A method we seen effective in New York in the late 1990’s where the introduction of zero tolerance policing has been introduced (as mentioned previously by BBC 1998) especially now that even gun crime is rising with Lammy (2018) stating It raised by 20% from the previous year in London. Lammy (2018) believes that going hard on the youth carrying knives may not work, however, because they are not aware of the lorries and ships shipping in drugs from both Europe and America which is causing all this commotion. He believes that going hard on the Drug lords and the people above would cause knife crime to decrease. 
Coming back to Higgins (2018), talking about the future, he  states that by 2025 the police will try to be ‘proactive preventative’ as stated in the Policing vision.  He claims that in the future the police will try to stick to Community policing however claims that it has changed since 2008 such as cultural differences with a lot of smaller communities have been emerging in the local areas themselves. Also Higgins (2018) claims that the police force itself has changed since 2008 with the police becoming a more diverse force than previously. This However is shown to be not fully true as the statistics form the ONS (2019) show that the majority of the force is still white at 93.1% as of right now however, it does state that the percentage of officers from ethnic minority background has risen from 3.9% to 6.9%, also now 4% of senior officers are from ethnic minority background compared to 2.8% in 2007, the year before Community policing became popular. Additionally Higgins (2018) claims that the police will also concentrate on the prevention of crime instead of fighting it for their plans for the year 2025.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Concluding it does seem that the recently implemented style of policing in the UK has its benefits but some are also skeptical about it. The Thames Valley Police support the idea and seem to be fully backing the style of policing Statistics from the ONS(2019) clearly show that people feel a lot safer and that the crime rate in fact has dropped. Additionally Homer (2018) states that the number of police officers had dropped, especially PCSO’s yet the crime has dropped. This may mean that using this style of policing means that crime rate can drop, people can feel safer and at lower costs- hence the police cuts in recent years with The Guardian (2017) claiming that in some areas police numbers dropped from 17 officers on duty at a time to only 4.  Higgins (2018) also states that this style of policing could help victims of violent crimes, or ones they could find embarrassing, share the story with the police and seek professional help if necessary. On the other hand, there are people such as Lammy (2018) who believes that in certain scenarios or situations, different style of policing could be used. He mentioned how in more serious offences such as organized crime and drug dealing or gang affiliation, styles such as zero tolerance will work better for such crimes. This has been backed by the BBC (1998) where they state that such style of policing has worked historically in places such as America. Lammy (2018) states that problem-orientated policing could also work to fight knife crime and focus on the bigger picture on why the crime exists not the crime itself which in this case is believed to be drug sales and gang affiliation. Putting the positive and negatives together and looking at Brogden, M and Nijhar, P (2005) it may be safe to say that community policing has the potential to work for everyone if the circumstances are right however Lammy (2018) would suggest that other methods of policing should be used it make the work of the police as effective as it can be. Going forward it is believed that this is the type of policing will continue until at least 2025, as stated by Higgins (2018). He claims that the police will continue to try and be proactive and preventative in their methods of stopping crime. Also, going forward Higgins (2018) believes that the police will try to continue to reflect the population in their numbers when in regards to representativeness from ethnic minorities, as even that numbers of ethnic minority police officers has risen it still doesn’t reflect the population. It is also possible that in the future we will see other countries take on this method of policing on as predicted by Brogden, M and Nijhar, P (2005). Finally, it is possible that we will see this method of policing used in the UK as it is effective as seen on ONS(2019), seems to cut down costs as reported by The Guardian (2017),seems to be in plan up until 2025 at least as stated by Higgins (2018) and is backed by UK police forces such as Dorset or Thymes Valley Police.
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