Fellowship
Supporting Statement Template

	Your Name

	Renuga Jayakumar

	Applicant Name 

	Balendran Kandasamy

	Your Institution/organisation/other

	Institute of Inner City Learning

	Your current role

	Senior Lecturer in Computing, Programme Manager for BSC Applied Computing

	Email address

	r.jayakumar@uwtsd.ac.uk

	Your Fellowship Status (if appropriate)

	Senior Fellow of HE

	Relationship to Applicant

	My colleague

	How long have you worked with the Applicant (insert dates)

	More than 5 years

	




Declaration
	
In submitting your Supporting Statement, you are confirming that the applicant’s submission relates to their higher education professional practice and that your statement is your own work and has been written specifically for this applicant. If the professional integrity of the Supporting Statement is in question it will not be accepted.

I confirm that I have read and agree with the declaration above.


                                                                              
 Date: 24/7/2026
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FELLOWSHIP - SUPPORTING STATEMENT TEMPLATE​ 


Supporting Statement

Please provide your statement to verify and endorse the applicant’s submission for Fellowship in the following section. You are required to comment on the applicant’s recent higher education practice (usually within the last 3 years), providing examples to support your statement wherever possible. 
In completing this Supporting Statement you are confirming that you have read the AdvanceHE Guidance for referees writing a Supporting Statement. In association with the Descriptor 2 criteria, as a guide, you should comment on the following in your supporting statement: 
· your own personal experience of the applicant’s recent and effective HE practice;
· if you have been involved in peer observation of the applicant’s teaching and/or support of learning, please draw on relevant examples from this;
· any inclusive practice and/or contribution to developments by the applicant in teaching and/or supporting learning within their context as appropriate;
· your perspective on the practical examples provided within the application to illustrate the Fellowship requirements.
Two sides of A4 will normally be sufficient for this category of Fellowship.
	To whomsoever it may concern

I am pleased to provide this reference in support of Mr Balendran Kandasamy’s application for Fellowship of the Higher Education Academy (FHEA). I have known and worked with Mr Balendran in his role as a Computing Lecturer at UWTSD London Campus, where he contributed to teaching, assessment, student engagement and academic support under my programme management. He worked within the Computing subject area from February 2018 before moving into Business teaching in October 2025. During this period, he made a valuable and sustained contribution to the learning experience of students from diverse academic, cultural and technical backgrounds. I have witnessed his consistent commitment to enhancing student learning, supporting student progression and maintaining high standards in teaching and assessment.
Within Computing, Mr Balendran delivered a broad range of modules, including Computer Architecture and Operating Systems, Learning in the Digital Era, Introduction to Web and Database Concepts, Data Warehousing and Data Mining, and Databases and Application Development. In addition to teaching, he also undertook module leadership responsibilities, which included developing and updating learning materials, recording practical sessions to support independent learning, and designing Moodle quizzes and related activities to reinforce students’ understanding. As a module leader, he communicated effectively with the module team to agree delivery plans, share good practice and support consistency across teaching groups. He also organised marking standardisation meetings to promote fairness, reliability and consistency in assessment and feedback practices.
Mr Balendran has demonstrated a thoughtful and student-centred approach to teaching and learning. He has worked effectively with students from a wide range of backgrounds and has adapted his teaching methods to support their understanding, participation and academic progress. His practice reflects an appropriate and inclusive pedagogic approach, creating a supportive learning environment that recognises the varied experiences, prior knowledge and challenges faced by many of our students. He has also provided valuable pastoral and academic support, helping students to navigate personal and academic difficulties and encouraging them to build confidence in their abilities. His support has contributed positively to students’ engagement, confidence and performance.
Mr Balendran has shown a clear commitment to continuing professional development by participating in workshops, training sessions and relevant courses to enhance his teaching practice and professional skills. This willingness to reflect on and improve his practice is consistent with the values of the Higher Education Academy and demonstrates his commitment to lifelong learning, professional growth and the enhancement of teaching and learning in higher education.

Mr Balendran is a valued colleague who demonstrates professionalism, integrity, reliability and strong interpersonal skills. He is proactive, collaborative and consistently committed to delivering high-quality teaching and student support. Based on his sustained contribution to teaching, assessment, inclusive practice, student engagement and professional development, I am confident that Mr Balendran Kandasamy is a suitable candidate for Fellowship of the Higher Education Academy. I wholeheartedly support his application and believe he will continue to contribute meaningfully to higher education and uphold the standards expected of the fellowship.

Renuga
Renuga Jayakumar
24/7/2026
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