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I will be evaluating a primary source in the form of a photograph from the Roderic Bowen library.  In order to analyse this document, I will investigate its providence, context and how it has the potential to form part of a dissertation. Furthermore, by looking at the information provided in lectures related to this module and how those ideas and skills proved useful in evaluating this primary source. 
                The photograph is titled as ‘Coleg Dewi Saint’ which translates from its Welsh to English as Saint David’s College. The provenance of the photograph is 1911 – 1912. Although we know this is the actual date of the photograph as it is written along with the title we could always infer the date from a few different factors. First the fact that the photo is in black and white. The first photographs were used in 1840 as Talbot had succeeded in producing photogenic drawings in a camera.[footnoteRef:1] so the photograph had to be at least from this time period although photographs wouldn’t have been that widely available. coloured photographs gained acceptance in everyday life after the war where colour film photography hit a cultural, technological and commercial flourish.[footnoteRef:2] and therefore there was a window of time before and after this date were black and white photographs were the norm. Secondly, we can estimate the date by the fashion shown in this photograph. The men are all dressed quite formal for the time in suits more than likely black. This could have possibly been the standard uniform of the college. Therefore, by looking at the fashion of a particular photograph it is useful in narrowing down the date to a specific decade if not the year as fashion is always changing. Thirdly the location of the photograph can help identify the date as overtime buildings and landscapes can change. Overtime building can fall into disrepair and need renovating or even having to be knocked down and rebuilt. From the photograph we know this picture was taken at saint David’s college in Lampeter in the quad of the old building. St David's College was founded by Bishop Thomas Burgess in 1822 and the old building has been in use since at least 1827. [footnoteRef:3] Therefore, it is understandable that a building this old may need reinnervations. We also know that landscapes can change over time with plants and tree’s growing and also being removed or chopped. The difference is landscapes may be able to determine what time frame the photograph was taken. Finally, the progress of technology and design may be able to clue us in when the photograph was taken if we didn’t know the date. Over time as the campus progressed additions would have been made. Therefore, if we looked a photograph in the same location from todays year, 2018 and compared it to our primary source, the original photograph we might be able to spot certain difference. Overall the change of photographical technology, fashion and landscapes could all be crucial in determine when a source was taken if there wasn’t any access or means to acquire when this primary source was taken. [1:  British Library [http://www.bl.uk/learning/timeline/item106980.html] 13/03/2018]  [2:  Amy Touchette, A quick History of Color Photography (for photographers) 8 June 2017, [https://photography.tutsplus.com/articles/the-reception-of-color-photography-a-brief-history--cms-28333] 13/03/2018]  [3:  https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/5f5f5d76-72d9-3241-b056-af39668f9a20?terms=coleg%20dewi%20saint%201911-1912 18/03.2018] 

                           The date and location given by this primary source is useful is helping us to understand the context of this photograph. One of the first things you notice about this photo is their all men. There are no women. This suggests that this was quite an elitist college as there was no women admitted or the club they are part of has no women. However, since we know that Saint David’s College was a theology college where at this time period mostly trained the attendees as priests. Furthermore, the first women admitted to Saint David’s College was in 1964 so again this could help date this photograph. Furthermore, as this was an all-male theology college in 1911 it also suggests that the people in this photograph were from upper middle-class backgrounds as they had to pay for tuition and boarding which not everyone could afford at the time. However, from the amount of people in this photograph it is more than likely that at least one male would have received some sort of scholarship although we couldn’t be certain unless we dug further into these people’s records. 
                 The source also allows us to see difference in this specific time period and the time period now. For instance, unlike modern photographs the formation of setting out the descriptions id a little different. There is no extra detail adding that the names go left to right which show people know how this was set out and we can understand how this was commonplace for the time period of 1911. It might not be that significant to this primary source but it allows to have a clear set up enabling us be able to identify each person in the photograph clearly. The difference between the layout of class and group photographs in 2018 and 1911 allows us to find another angle in using primary sources and comparing them in order to enhance your argument.
                          From research about this primary source, it is determined that the photograph is of a club focusing on a cultural group. This suggests that these people would have been in interested in poetry, music and the arts. Furthermore, the culture appearance of this club suggests the rebirth of welsh nationalism.  From what we understand of this time period the people shown would have probably spoken English during the college. Although as welsh culture was beginning to re-emerge the use of the welsh language would have become more prominent. This was shown by the use of the title of the photograph being in welsh, ‘Coleg saint David’. However, from research the club portrayed was most likely the Cymdeithas y Brythoniaid which translated to the society of Britons. This supports the idea of a predominately English-speaking college. We also have the idea that since the college was founded in 1822 and we assume the club was started not long after that, that this club is very outdated. Although the club is described as the society of Britons it does suggest a unification of the kingdoms of Britain and doesn’t suggest a divide. Therefore, the society of Britain and the rebirth of welsh culture seems intertwined as the emergence of welsh nationality is just furthering the culture of not only this society but also the college.
From this photo and the clear list of names it is possible to make an educated guess that most of these people are welsh. This is also supported by the fact that Saint David’s College is in wales so those from a well-off background who wanted to be priests or study at a theology college would have come from the surrounding areas in wales. On the other hand, it would be more than likely be a probably cause to say that some of these members would have travelled from England. Another thing we can determine from this photograph is that it was taken at Saint David’s College, a theology college. Therefore, we can determine there would be a religious aspect of this college and from research we know it would be the church of wales, an Anglican church. 
                           Another thing we can infer from the date of this photograph is there mostly likely political views. Most of the people in this photograph would most likely be pro- war. This goes on to support the idea that most of the people depicted in this photograph would have gone on to join the fight when war broke out in 1914. It is also more than likely that a few of those pictures in the photograph would have perished during the war or as a result of it. To actually determine this, I would have had to cross reference the people listed under the photograph with their death certificates. This would be a great primary source to cross reference with this photograph as death certificates would allow you gain more specific information about that person. You would be able to find out about their background and from there be able to determine how they arrived at saint David’s college. 
                     From this photograph we can also learn some extra information about how this club was run and even the type of people in the primary source. From the information accompanied by the photograph we can distinguish two particular words, ‘Ysgrifennydd’ and ‘llywydd’. Ysgrifennydd meaning secretary and Llywydd meaning president. Again, the use of the welsh language instead of the English language accompanied by the photograph suggests that the use of the welsh language was more prominent then originally thought.  The central figure in the front row also gives us something different to discuss. We can see from the photograph that he is older then the other males in the group which suggests he is probably a teacher. By looking even closer we can see that he is wearing a clerical collar, which goes to show that he is a priest reinforcing the idea of a theology college. He is described as Athro which translates into teacher which suggests he is not only a priest but one of the teachers. He was also probably in charge of the club. Overall this that a primary source is not just the photograph but also the description attached to it which you can learn a lot from.
               When we think of primary source and sources in general we usually think of written texts. However visual sources such as photographs are also a very important method in conveying your evidence. In fact, it does have the potential to form part of a dissertation or extended project. Not only because it allows you to have a variety of primary sources but also because there is a lot a photograph can say about a specific event or person. The ideas and skills introduced during this module lecture played a key part in how primary sources can be crucial in adding to an argument and how to spot the key details in a specific primary source. We also learnt how the meaning of a primary source can change over time. How it has a specific meaning when created or written but over time can evolve into something new. Comparing a primary source as learned in lecture helps to further understand the providence and context of a primary source. As well as learning who to write, understand and learn from primary sources in lecture, a trip to the Rodrick Bowen library was also important. It helped to study a wide range of sources like photographs and journal entry’s but some unusual primary sources like menu’s and a beer ledger. It was also important to understand that primary sources can have many different interpretations as well. 
                       In conclusion this primary source is of a photograph taken in 1911-1912 at the location of saint David’s college of a group called the society of Britons. The province and context of this photograph is clear and concise and contributes to the argument that would be used if this primary source was part of a dissertation. The ideas and skills introduced in this module helped me to realise how over time the meaning or even intention of a primary source can be changed. It also helped me to understand why it’s important to compare any primary source with other secondary sources or even another primary source.  The visit to the Rodrick Bowen was important to not only learn how easy it is to access primary source but how many different ways there is to interpret them. 
