[bookmark: _Toc303070346]
[image: ]

	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   


	NAME:  Cameron Edwards
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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:
Facial recognition technology and surveillance is a controversial topic within policing where there is a fine line between preventing and detecting crime and maintaining the public privacy as a human right. As technology becomes more and more advanced police forces are developing various methods to improve efficiency and effectiveness of their police force. Facial Recognition is the most recent development in UK policing and is being trialled in a limited number of police forces nationwide and the public opinion is also being gauged in order to ascertain whether the pros of this technology outweigh the ethical issues that arise.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
The information being sought is the opinions of police officers and the public on the deployment of such technologies and to gather data on its effectiveness in crime detection. In addition to this, information is sought from the public on whether the benefits of this technology outweighs the potential breach of privacy to the public.

	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Throughout the research, material such as news articles, journals, academic papers and existing police policies will be used to review, discuss and analyse. As facial recognition software is a new development in policing, there is limited material available however due its heavily publicised use in the media and on the streets, it appears to be a controversial topic in modern day policing given the legal and ethics issues that can arise through its use. As the technology is becoming more readily available in UK policing, sufficient research must be conducted to discuss the pros and cons of its deployment and recommendations need to be made for its use to ensure ethical and legal usage of such advanced technology.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The research method to be used in a questionnaire. This is best suited for my research as it can gather a wide range of opinions, and the participants can be tailored for an accurate representation. Through using a questionnaire, a large number of participants can be asked with minimal cost or ethical implications


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
During the research, a questionnaire will be used to gauge opinions on the use of Facial recognition technology in policing. The target sample group for the questionnaire will be a combination of currently serving police officers and the public, these groups will be identified within the questionnaire to avoid confusion. Within the sample group of police officers will be officers experienced in the use of FRT and can provide an informed opinion on its use.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
When using a questionnaire, ethical issues may arise in the form of anonymity and confidentiality. In order to minimise the ethical issues surrounding this, the information and data obtained will be stores on an encrypted device and there will be no requirement to input personal information when completing the questionnaire. As well as this, another potential ethical issue that may arise through the use of a questionnaire is bias in the design of the questions potentially leading to skewed results based off of how questions may be worded. To avoid this, careful consideration will be taken to ensure that the questions being asked are neutral and not leading questions that may favour one side of an argument over another.

	TIME SCALE:
Proposal & Ethics – 19 May 2025
Literature Review – 28 July 2025
Methodology & Planning – 8 September 2025
Analysis of Results – 27 October 2025
Findings and conclusion – 01 December 2025
Final Project – 29 December 2025
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