Play History Questions

What were your favourite places to play or special play spaces? Why?
How important was nature to your childhood play? In what ways was it important? 




What things did you most enjoy about playing in nature?
 Did you have freedom to roam and explore as a child? Did you feel safe doing so? What sorts of things did you do?



In what ways did other children influence your play experiences? Did you have a best friend, a close group of friends, or siblings you played with a lot? Did you encounter any bullies?




In what ways did adults influence your childhood play activities or opportunities? And who were they (parents, other family members, nannies, teachers, or other adults)?




Did your play involve pets, animals, or wildlife? If so, what are your favourite memories of playing with them?
What were your favourite playthings during childhood? Why?



Did you collect things as a child—bought things, things found in nature, things you made? If so, what did you collect?
What was the best gift you received as a child? Why was it so special to you?



Did you play games (children's games like tag or kick the can, informal ball games) with your friends? If so, what were your favourites? Why?



Did you build or construct things, from craft materials, items in nature, "junk," or other found materials? If so, what materials did you use and what did you make?

Did your childhood play include any creative arts? Did you draw or paint, sing or chant, play musical instruments, dance, or put on plays? If so, what did you most enjoy doing? Why?




A common expression among children is, "Let's pretend we are ...". Did you and your friends do this? What were some of the things you pretended to be? Was your pretend play ever based on a movie or TV show?



Did you and your friends form your own special clubs or groups? Clubs or groups with your own rules, maybe a secret meeting place, rituals, passwords, or special language? If so, please tell us about them.
.


Did your childhood play involve risky physical activities that could have resulted in injuries (climbing trees, jumping off ledges, playing in creeks, doing unsupervised gymnastic moves, bike stunts)? If so, what kinds of things did you like doing? Were you ever seriously injured from these activities?
 

What "great adventures," if any, did you have when playing as a child—things that gave you a thrill?
 

What types of mischief, if any, did you get up to as a child? Did you get in trouble for it?
What were some key influences on your childhood play time, opportunities, or experiences? What things enhanced your play opportunities? What things limited them?



What are some the main things you remember daydreaming or fantasizing about as a child? For example, a different kind of life or what you wanted to be when you grew up?



How do you think your childhood play contributed to your development? What things, if any, did you learn from play activities? Did play help prepare you for adulthood? If so, in what ways?

Do you remember any play experiences that caused you sadness or were not enjoyable? If so, what were they and why did they make you feel that way?

Of all your play experiences, what stands out as having brought you the most joy? Why?



