Jianan Liu
As a first-year PhD student, I had the unique opportunity to shape the visual identity of the “Prof. Doc Research and Development Residuum Conference 2026” by generating AI background art for our promotional posters.

Before designing, I conducted digital ethnographic observations of external academic conferences. I noticed a distinct pattern: many rely on overly corporate, rigid visual identities with dense text and predictable stock photography. Their tone often feels static. I wanted Residuum to feel dynamic and forward-thinking, properly reflecting our diverse tracks like “Immersive Imaginations,” “AI: Revolution,” and “Innovative Methodologies.”

These external insights directly influenced my design decisions. Instead of literal representations, I opted for abstract, futuristic 3D compositions that evoke curiosity. To achieve the visuals accompanying this post, my AI prompts focused on ethereal geometries, such as: “3D abstract geometric shapes, floating spheres and sharp pyramids, translucent glass materials, soft pastel pink and vibrant blue gradients, futuristic, immersive, minimalist.”

The resulting images perfectly align with our conference identity. The floating spheres and intersecting pyramids symbolize the convergence of different disciplines, from “Communications” to the “Future of Chinese Creative Industries.” The translucent, layered structures visually represent the concept of a “Residuum”, the foundational elements we use to build the future. By blending soft, nostalgic pastels with sharp, futuristic geometries, these AI-generated backgrounds visually bridge the gap between our themes of “Nostalgia: Lost Past” and “Leading Change,” providing a captivating, immersive canvas for our call for abstracts.
[image: ]    [image: ]    [image: ]
[image: ]     [image: ]      [image: ]
image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




