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	Title of Dissertation:

                                      Sub Stories


	Aims and Objectives:

To create, write and present a collection of short stories amounting to approximately 13,000 words in total. The story content being concerned with social issues of late 20th and early 21st century semi-rural/ rural Britain.
I aim to complete the work within the time frame specified and to be ready for submission by 9th May 2018.
A 2,000-word critical commentary on the compilation of this work will also be submitted and will include a bibliography and commentary on research materials I will access to enable the completion of my dissertation.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
My creative writing dissertation will be a collection of short stories that reflect the lives and times of a fictional semi-rural community during the late 20th and early 21st century. They will be stand alone stories but are all closely linked to each other as they will be concerned with social issues commonly found in recent past and present-day communities throughout the UK.
Each separate story’s protagonist will speak to the reader from a different life- stage and I will include at least one story from each: childhood, youth, motherhood, middle age, old age, within a wide range of social situations. The stories will be written in either the first-person narrative or in the third person. The narrative voice chosen for each story will be selected and revised carefully as my writing progresses to ensure the best presentation for the circumstances of each individual situation with a view to creating a strong, authentic voice.
The title I am using for the collection will be SUB STORIES and each separate story will have a one-word title with the prefix ‘Sub’; for example, one story will be based around an incident of childhood bullying and will be called Subdued; And another named Submerged, deals with the tragedy of depression and suicide; whereas Submission is a tale of disempowerment and sexual abuse. And Subsist deals with the life situation of a lone parent, beset with the problems that poverty and oppression bring.
Basically, the whole collection will exist with the intention to shed light upon the plight of people in various ‘sub’ situations, for example, the poverty stricken, disempowered, oppressed and bullied. They are stories of everyday lives.
I aim to tell them with an honest and empathic voice that homes in on the deeper meanings and the cause and effect of common social problems in communities of modern day Britain.

The contents, descriptions, and details of these stories, though fictional, will be drawn mainly from my own life experiences and stories from in and around the communities in which I have lived and worked throughout my life. I will endeavour to write them in a realistic and engaging style with the employment of close psychic distance, interesting character development, descriptive focalisation and realistic dialogue.

The number of ‘Sub Stories’ and the length of each is yet to be decided but the word count for this collection will be approximately 13,000 words in total.
Research materials and background reading of authors who have achieved success within the realms of the short story genre, especially those concerned with social commentary, will be an important resource to further enhance the authenticity of this work.
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+ various articles concerned with the sociology of Britain, including statistics of  for example; deprivation, child neglect, poverty, etc.
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