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Figure: Research Process Overview 
	 
	Accelerating Digital Transformation in 
Health and Social Care in the UK 
The study seeks to explore the positive impact of digital transformation in the UK's health and social care sector. It explores the current state of digital transformation, the key barriers and enablers to digital transformation, and strategies that can drive digital transformation and speed it up. The study also offers suggestions on how to enhance digital healthcare services and facilitate better patient outcomes. For the purpose of meeting these objectives, secondary research is used for data collection and thematic analysis is used to analyse the collected evidence (de Pablos and Zhang, 2023). 
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Figure: Six Stages of Thematic Analysis; SOURCE: (Cresswell et al., 2024) 

	 
	
	
	
	 

	Methodology 
The method used in this study is a qualitative secondary research method because it is a method that can be used to collect evidence from academic and professional sources. Peer-reviewed journal articles, books, NHS publications and UK government reports on digital transformation in health and social care are used to gather data. A critical review, comparison and synthesis of relevant literature is undertaken to highlight common findings, barriers, opportunities and best practices. It is one way that provides reliable and up-to-date evidence and does not require the time and ethical standards needed for primary data collection (Cresswell et al., 2024; Njoku et al., 2023). 
	
	
	
	Data Analysis 
Thematic analysis is the method used for the analysis of the collected literature. Information relevant to the research is thoroughly analysed, coded and categorised into meaningful themes such as digital technologies, barriers to implementation, digital inequalities, organisational readiness and strategies for improvement. The similarities and differences of the studies are explored to identify any common themes and gaps in the evidence. The themes are then explained to help answer the research questions and to develop evidence-based recommendations to help move the UK's health and social care services faster towards digital transformation (Cresswell et al., 2024). 
 
Ethical Considerations 
This research is a secondary research, there is no human involvement and therefore no formal ethical approval is required. Ethical practice is ensured by the use of credible, peer-reviewed sources, accurate presentation of findings, and by avoiding plagiarism by correctly using Harvard referencing, and by reporting evidence objectively without changing or misrepresenting published information. These principles support academic integrity of research and reliability of research outcomes. 

	
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	Data Collection 
Data is collected through a structured literature search of Google Scholar, University library databases, peer reviewed journals, books and UK Government publications. Only recent and relevant studies related to digital transformation in the health and social care sector in the UK are included, based on the research objectives. Preprocessed evidence is presented in a systematic way before thematic analysis to identify the barriers, digital inequalities and effective implementation strategies that can guide and support improved healthcare delivery (Asthana and Prime, 2023; van Kessel et al., 2022; Njoku et al., 2023). 
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