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Choose one Specific Learning Difficulty (SpLD) and discuss its impact on learning and achievement for children and young people in schools.

This assignment will explore in depth the impact of Dyslexia on children and young people in an educational setting. (NHS, 2020) states that 1 in every 10 people are said to have some degree of Dyslexia, in an average class of 30 students there is a possibility of 3 students who have dyslexia. This assignment will look at the positive and negative areas of a child with dyslexia looking into how these can have positive and negative effects on a child’s learning in an educational setting and how their social and emotional development can be affected as well as their academia. Reviewing what support children with Dyslexia  have in schools and how effective are these strategies and interventions as well as looking into policies, procedures and legislation that support this. In addition to the theory behind  the support given today and how we still use certain elements of the theory to devise support plans. The government states 
	‘6.3 million people (around 10% of the UK population) have dyslexia. 1 in 6 adults has the reading level of an 11-year-old. People with dyslexia often have other conditions, including dyscalculia (difficulties with numbers), ADD (attention deficit disorder) and ADHD. 
These figures are staggering and shows the need for specific support required for children throughout education and also for adults in higher education. 

According to (Lawrence, 2009) The definition of Dyslexia from the British Dyslexia association is the first to highlight the strengths of Dyslexia and the abilities and strengths  of a person with dyslexia rather than focussing on the weakness’ they describe Dyslexia as being a mix of difficulties and strengths, strengths being extremely creative, imaginative, skills in speaking. Some of the difficulties include reading, writing, spelling and fine motor skills. Dyslexia is categorized as a Specific Learning Difficulty due to the fact that its symptoms effects the ability for a person to learn as it presents issues mainly with reading, writing and spelling. However, Dyslexia is not thought to have an impact on the intelligence of a person, somebody with Dyslexia just needs to be taught in a different way. (NHS, 2020) In addition to this Dyslexia is also neurodevelopmental causing problems with processing information in opposed to a person without a neurodevelopmental issues as there are many differences in brain activity. However none of these has an impact on the intelligence of the person studies over many years have shown that a person with Dyslexia has different brain activity sometimes taking longer to process information and in other cases being very clever in certain areas that allow their creativity to flow (Hall, 2009). (Hall, Dyslexia in the Primary Classroom, 2009) suggests that Dyslexia is also a Co-Morbid condition, often Dyslexia is linked with dyspraxia, dyscalculia and people Autistic Spectrum Disorder is likely to have some sort of Dyslexia too.
Dyslexia is commonly thought of as an issue with reading, writing and spelling: although, this is a true statement there are many more contributing factors to dyslexia both positive and negative (University, 2016). A child with Dyslexia may struggle with mixing their words up when reading or writing, fid it difficult to read, they may see words and letters moving around the page, difficulty understanding their left and right, they may need a little more processing time especially after instructions and may not be able to take on board too many instructions at once. A child with dyslexia may also have complications with memory, memorising sequences, writing by hand and organising themselves. In some cases children may have feelings of frustration, anger or sadness as they feel they are different and they cant do things that others can, sometimes even trying to hide the fact that they struggle and have dyslexia so their peers don’t know as they may fear judgement. However, there are many positive factors to being Dyslexic, a person with dyslexia may be much better at seeing patterns, problem solving, telling stories and having a vivid imagination, having a good understanding of complex builds and the ability to take something apart and reconstruct it. In addition to this a dyslexic person may be very good at inventing, drawing, painting, and making things. Seeing the bigger picture is also a skill somebody with Dyslexia may have (Assosiation, 21). People who have Dyslexia may have to work a little harder or in a different way to others but are still able to achieve the same as everybody else. (Arkell, 2021) Suggests that somebody with Dyslexia can still reach their goals and aspirations in life such as these celebrities; Richard Branson one of the most world famous entrepreneurs now with an estimated £3billion, George Washington an American President, Pablo Picasso an artist most commonly known for his abstract art pieces, Jamie Oliver a professional chef and book seller and most well known Albert Einstein  one of the most influential physicists in history developing the laws of relativity. 
In Wales the Local Education authorities are currently following a framework set by the Welsh Government the Special Education Needs Code of Practice, this document gives guidance on how to support children with special educational needs ensuring that all strategies and interventions are in line with The Education Act 1993. This code of practice is soon to be replaced with a new one due to the Additional Learning Needs (ALN) Transformation Bill, this will be in place by September 2021 and the term SEN will be replaced by ALN. In addition to this new Act all educational setting must have a policies and procedures to support their ALN students (Government, 2021). There are many strategies used to support the delivery of education to a student with Dyslexia (Reid & Green, 2012) suggest using smaller steps, pre task and post task discussions, using short sentences and visuals, self-assessment, and a tailor made framework for teaching pupils with dyslexia. It is important to allow children with Dyslexia to show their knowledge and understanding of a subject as it is difficult for them to show this in a written format, planning tasks using differentiated learning is essential to a student with dyslexia and allows them to feel the same as others as they can express themselves (Fredrickson & Clyne, 2015).
Understanding the way in which children learn is imperative to the success of students in an educational setting. Throughout the history of education a person’s intelligence would be measured solely on their Intelligence quotient (IQ), a persons IQ is tested on their language and mathematical ability. The method of categorising a child’s intellectual ability is only effective in students that don’t have an additional learning need (Govindaraju, 2021). As and example if a child had dyslexia and dyscalculia then they would not be assessed fairly by looking entirely at their IQ as they will have troubles with both literacy and numeracy. (Bates, 2015) states Howard Gardeners Multiple Intelligence theory is a revelation in identifying intelligences in students with additional learning needs, gardeners MI theory suggests that there are 9 areas of intelligence, summarised as Linguistic, Logical-Mathematical, Musical, Bodily-Kinaesthetic, Visual-Spatial, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalistic and Existential. In a classroom setting multiple intelligence theory is essential, not all students learn in the same way and cannot all thrive in written work. Tasks using pictures, art, music, drama, practical science experiments and games such as scrabble, planting flowers and looking after school gardens will all connect with gardeners Multiple Intelligence theory, these sorts of practical interventions will allow a child with Dyslexia to thrive in their own intelligences (Scholastic, 2021). (Bates, 2015) also suggests that a teacher is to consider taking children out of their comfort zone therefore using other intelligences to gauge where the students may excel, there are also lots of tools online to test your own multiple intelligences.
In conclusion to this assignment research has shown that children with Dyslexia has often struggled in the past in educational settings. Although, there are still struggles faced in education today the Education system is proving to be much more beneficial to children with additional learning needs and the new ALN bill will be welcomed in September 2021 offering more child-centred learning allowing ALN children to thrive throughout their education and achieve the best they can. In addition to this reviewing the links to multiple intelligences theory and how it can be used to assist children with dyslexia on their learning path. Looking extensively at what is dyslexia and the effects on a person and their education.
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