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A similar scheme within the area would be the IQ Building located on King’s Road, Swansea. This is another university building owned by UWTSD. This building and the Y Fforwn library building were constructed as the first phase of Swansea Waterfront’s £350m Innovation Quarter. These two buildings were completed in 2018 and cost £32m (KIER, 2023). 
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The four storey IQ building is 10,109m² and is significantly bigger than the proposed two storey building which is 2,015m². However, the IQ building was designed specifically for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) subjects (UWTSD, 2023). As a result of this, the building features specialised rooms such as workshops and IT suites. Therefore, you would expect these rooms to cost more as they will have a higher specification. The proposed design does not feature these rooms only traditional classrooms, but this could be a good idea for future expansion. 
The external design of the proposed university is very much similar to the IQ building. It features a lot of red brick and glazing throughout the building, as much of the surrounding area does. These materials were chosen to enable the new university to blend it with the surrounding development and create a sense of familiarity. As the external design of the building is very alike to the IQ building, it is expected that the costs would be quite similar.
Although the proposed design is much smaller than the IQ building and only features 10 traditional classrooms, the building does feature two-tiered lecture theatres and can hold a combined total of 380 students. The IQ building does not feature any rooms of this capacity and therefore it is expected that these lecture theatres will cost a significantly higher amount of money to construct.
The internal design of both buildings is very alike, they both feature modern communal areas in the centre of the building, where students can meet to socialise (bof, 2023). They both feature open ceilings with suspended acoustic panels to improve acoustics and visual appearance. In the proposed design it is also suggested that timber acoustic panels be installed as a feature wall in every classroom. This will not only improve sound transmissions but help create a warmer and more welcoming atmosphere. However, this increased specification will create an additional cost to the classrooms. 
Sustainability was an important factor to consider when designing the proposed university building. The design features car charging points to all car park areas, a bus route, photovoltaic panels to the roof and two green roof spaces. It was hoped that these facilities would not only help the building be more sustainable but encourage its users to be so to. The IQ building situated on King’s Road, features none of these added facilities and therefore it is expected that the cost of the proposed development would be much higher. 
The proposed development is estimated to cost £9.2m. Just over a fourth of what it cost to build the IQ and Y Fforwm building. However, with the larger lecture theatres, higher specification and inflation this is anticipated to be a good value price. Inflation in the UK has risen by 20.29% from 2018 to 2023 (Inflation Tool, 2023). This has massively affected the price of materials and labour, and this is reflected within the project costings. 
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