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It is hard to assess the influence of the Etruscans on Roman religion as not much remains of the Etruscans as it has been lost however we can gain a reference from the influences based on archaeological finds and the limited writings of ancient authors who give a brief mention to the Etruscans. Assessing Etruscan influence is also a difficult due to the Greeks who the Romans also bear influences from. Ancient authors who write about the Etruscans are writing hundreds of years after the fact so it is hard to determine where they got their facts from and if what they are saying is true since they were not there in the time that they are writing about. It is important to know who influenced Roman religion as the Romans were very superstitious and religion greatly impacted on how they conducted their everyday life. 

The Etruscan religion itself included the likes of divination which the “Latins and their Italic neighbours were strongly influenced by Etruscan rituals and priesthoods as exemplified by Roman haruspices and augurs”
. Etruscan divination included “soothsayers could allegedly understand the will of the Gods by observing phenomenon such as lightning.” And also “the examination of the internal organs of sacrificed animals” and also “the more curious Etruscan traditions was the observing of the way some sacred chickens ate their food to understand the divine will”
. The Etruscans also built the “triple temple on the Capitol”
 which is proof of their influence on Roman religion due to archaeological finds such as “anatomical terracottas, coinage, weapons and plentiful aes rude”
 which present that in the architecture of the temples it resembles the Etruscan temples. Some of the Roman gods may have been influenced by Etruscan Gods however the Gods may also have been influenced by the Greeks as most cultures have similar Gods to each other such as the Gods of war. Furthermore, some names of Etruscan Gods and mythological heroes have similar names to Roman and Greek Gods and heroes, therefore, their influence can be seen as the Gods carry over. For instance, both Rome and Etruria have a similar figure of Hercules in their mythology, however “in Etruria he was not a hero as in Greece but a god from the beginning”
. However, some names are similar between Etruscan and Greeks but are significantly different to their Roman counterparts, such as the Etruscan God Artumus and the Greek Artemis whereas in Rome the God is called Diana which is a significantly different name from the Etruscan and Greek names. Furthermore, some names of the Gods between the Etruscans, Greeks, and Romans are remarkably different therefore making it difficult to tell whether they were influenced by each other and also brings into question who was influenced by who. As “mythical scenes on Etruscan mirrors can be taken as from the Greek and/or Latin tradition or they can be genuinely Etruscan”
  and because there are no writings about Etruscan history it makes it hard to determine if the findings were of genuine Etruscan origin. Furthermore, it is hard to ascertain who was influenced by who as “the Etruscan pantheon, like the Roman one, had a special power of integrating gods from outside”
 therefore it is difficult to tell what was originally of Etruscan origin. 

The Etruscan influence can be seen as the first Kings of the Rome had names that appear to be of Etruscan origin, therefore, it can be assumed that they were from Etruria and therefore they would be influential in bringing Etruscan influence to Rome other Roman names also seem to be of Etruscan origin. The main influencer would be the King Numa who would bring religious reforms to Rome and would, therefore, be bringing Etruscan influence to Rome. Furthermore, Etruscan families held great power in Rome, therefore, it would make sense that they would have influence over religion and how it was practiced in Rome. This can be seen as Priests who took part in divination were high ranking, therefore, presenting the importance the Romans placed on divination which was copied from the Etruscans presenting the Etruscans were highly influential in Roman religion. Furthermore, in the writing that has survived which mention the Etruscans, they are described as having a “love for luxury and decadent ‘softness’ (tryphê), their oriental origin, their excessive wealth, and their cowardice derive from previous Greek characterizations of the Etruscans”
. Their cowardice is noted as the Romans need to appear strong and have a right to invade Etruria so that they do not appear as antagonists in their history, therefore, making their writing somewhat biased. Maria Beatrice Bittarello says that the “Etruscan culture was prestigious”
 therefore this presents a reason for the Romans to want to integrate the culture of the Etruscans such as religion. This is because Rome wanted to take the best bits they found from the nations they invaded to improve their own culture so that they could be the best and improve. Furthermore after the Etruscan Kings of Rome were overthrown the soothsayers from Etruria were still looked upon as a source for divination so they had a great impact on religion to still be kept in place even after the Kings were overthrown and the Republic was established, “The Roman Senate ordained that the Etruscan oracles and ceremonies be maintained in perpetuity by the state and they were practiced by Roman priests until the Christian era”
. Divination was of great importance to the Romans as it gave them insight into the Gods will of how a battle would go. This was important as it presented if the Romans would win the battle or not which was important to know as if it was a bad future predicted it would lower the morale of the troops whereas a good prediction would boost the troop's morale and would, therefore, increase the Romans chances of winning the battle. 

It is hard to see if Rome was an Etruscan city and has been disputed by scholars so therefore it is hard to see if it had Etruscan influence. Therefore the influence felt may not have been Etruscan as even ancient scholars were confused as to whether it was Latin or Etruscan in origin. Due to this, it is hard for modern scholars to ascertain the truth and therefore it’s hard to see the extent of Etruscan influence because if the city was Etruscan in origin there would be heavy influence made by the Etruscans and would therefore greatly affect Roman religion. Furthermore, the Etruscans were spread out and had no true settlement and like the Romans took ideas from others so it is hard to tell with the limited evidence which has been left of the Etruscans to tell what was of original Etruscan origin. However Roman cities appear to resemble Etruscan cities and their layout, therefore, their architecture affected Rome and its urbanisation. 

Ancient sources about the Etruscans are difficult to rely on as it is written by people hundreds of years after the fact and also by some Greek authors who would not have been there. Therefore the evidence for the Etruscan influence on Roman religion has to be found in primary archaeological finds such as the terracotta figures and the temples which resemble Etruscan architecture so it can be interpreted that the Romans copied the Etruscan architecture in their temples. Also, Etruscan inscriptions can be used to determine the Etruscan culture however it is hard to interpret them as the Etruscan language is similar to Latin but it is also different so it is difficult to translate the text and get the true meaning behind it. The Etruscan language is also hard to understand as inscriptions on graves are of names which does not indicate the actual meaning of words in the Etruscan language making it difficult to translate. Furthermore, Roman authors quote from lost texts which as we no longer have those texts it’s hard to get the full picture as they may have taken quotes out of context. 

In conclusion, primary sources like the architecture of Roman temples indicate that the Etruscans were influential in Roman religion. This could be due to the early Kings of Rome being of Etruscan origin due to their names being of Etruscan origin as were other Roman names. The Gods used by both the Etruscans and the Romans are also very similar though they also share characteristics with Greek Gods and other mythical heroes there is a subtle difference between them. The Romans integrated ideas from the places that it took over, therefore, it is not hard to believe that they could have taken influences from Etruscan Religion to improve their own. However the same can be said about the Etruscans as they also integrated other cultures so it is unclear if it was truly the Etruscans that influenced the Romans and their religion. It is hard to get an understanding of the Etruscans due to primary texts about them being lost therefore we need to analyse ancient texts that quote those sources this means that scholars need to trust the words of authors that are writing hundreds of years after the events that have taken place which may be unreliable. 
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