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Introduce self and the topic of presentation – Im going to talk with you about your rights as children, participation and advocacy.
1. Introduce UNCRC (5 Minutes)
What is the United Nations Convention on the Rights of The Child? (I will refer to it as UNCRC) 
It lays out lots of rights that all children have to grow up healthy and safe, to ensure their voices are heard so that their views are taken into consideration on matters which affect them.
Get the group to decide on the cut outs name – once completed, congratulate and let them know they have just participated in coming up with a name for the cut out. We will discuss participation shortly.

There are a total of 54 Children’s rights, but CJ is only holding 42 of these rights, CJ is only really interested in 42 because these rights are specific to him and every other child under 18. The others are aimed at adults and organisations. (Direct audience to the paper chains)
As childcomwales.org.uk reports, in 2011 Wales became the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC part of its domestic law. 
As Article 1 states, all children under the age of 18 have these rights
Your rights can’t be taken away from you by anybody at any time and all children have these rights automatically. You don’t have to sign anything or join a group or club to get them.










 (Direct to poster and briefly outline the 7 core aims)

(Children and Young People’s Well-being Monitor for Wales, 2015 have come up with 7 main aims of the UNCRC)

Core Aim 1: Every child should have a flying start in life (This starts from the day you are born).  and the best possible basis for their future growth and development (UNCRC Articles 3, 6, 29, 36). 
Core Aim 2: Every child and young person has access to lots of education, training and learning opportunities,) – This is not just about learning in school or college, its also about your social development. Meeting new people, sharing ideas and communicating with others in a respectful way, even if you disagree
Core Aim 3: Enjoying the best possible physical and mental, social and emotional health, including freedom from abuse, victimisation and exploitation (UNCRC Articles 3, 6, 9, 11, 13, 19-25, 32-40)
Core Aim 4: All children have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities (UNCRC Articles 15 and 31) 
Core Aim 5: All children and young people are listened to, treated with respect and have their race and cultural identity recognised (UNCRC Articles 12-15, 21, 22, 30) 
Core Aim 6: All children and young people should have a safe home and community which supports physical and emotional well-being (UNCRC Articles 9, 11, 16, 23 and 33)
Core Aim 7: No child or young person is disadvantaged by poverty (UNCRC Articles 26 and 27). 
(Children and Young People’s Well-being Monitor for Wales, 2015)

There are lots of young people who are at a disadvantage. Maybe they can’t afford to attend a school trip which would be really beneficial for them, or they can’t afford to catch the bus to access youth club. As I will discuss shortly, youth workers can advocate on your behalf to ensure you can still access opportunities 
All public bodies must give children their rights. Schools, colleges, youth clubs, hospitals, doctors and your local council

What are some of the barriers to young people accessing their rights? When we discuss participation shortly you will see that the barriers are very similar;
Economic barriers , age, ability, disability, sex, knowledge




[bookmark: _GoBack]How can youth workers help and support you?  5 pillars of youth work. Every activity, project, intervention or any provision aimed at young people must be all of these;

Participative
Educative
Expressive
Empowering
Inclusive 

Im going to talk to you on Participation. So what is participation? (Link in to Article 12 of UNCRC – The right to give your opinion)
‘Batsleer and Davies, (2010) suggest that for some, participation could mean a young person attending a youth club or sports club or attending any session aimed at young people. Others might view participation as a concept which explores social justice and democracy. 
Examples from my practice – Boxing sessions, fitness sessions for young people wishing to join the armed forces, residential weekend (went on one recently where there were a lot of scary activities such as climbing and abseiling. Some of the young people were scared of heights) drop ins at various FE establishments, Create a Nation project (explain what this is – everyone in the group has a job within the government of a made up country- finance minister, prime minister, youth club minister, schools co-ordinator) accessing housing support, accessing provisions for disadvantaged young people. 


Discuss participation and active participation 
Tennis ball game in pairs – 1 minute
Discuss other forms of participation; activities you might like to see run at the youth centre, what would you like to see more or less of in your community, do you think your local councillors could support you? Have local council stopped bus services to your area?
Why should you participate? Fun, enjoyment, emotional health and wellbeing, meet new friends and share ideas and experiences, discover new skills and hidden talents, confidence, resilience, find a common goal, to advocate for positive change.

Some of the purposes of youth work are directly linked and relevant to participation;
· promote and actively encourage opportunities for all young people

· to support young people through significant changes in their lives and assist them to understand their rights and responsibilities

· to encourage young people to gain and develop knowledge

· to promote opportunities and access for all young people whatever their race, gender, sexual identity, language, religion, disability, age, background or personal circumstances

· to challenge oppression and inequality

As discussed earlier when we discussed barrier to accessing rights, barriers to participation include; sex, age, ability, poverty, knowledge, disability, where you live
READ QUOTES FROM YOUNG PEOPLE

Youth Workers can support you to access your right to participate and advocate for you should you need someone to do this.







Advocacy

UNICEF state that; youth-led advocacy is about supporting children and young people to speak up and helping them actively take part in the decisions that affect their lives (Unicef, No date)
You might need an advocate to speak up for you if you are not sure what to say or how to say it. You might be anxious or maybe you just don’t know how to put your feelings and thoughts into words. EXAMPLE from practice; Young person I was supporting in college wanted to change her course 2 days past the deadline for changing courses. She attended an interview but it didn’t go very well. She was nervous and didn’t say everything she wanted to say. She was at risk of disengaging completely but really wanted to stay in college. I requested a 2nd interview with the college which I attended with her, I was able to speak up for her and support her in putting across her suggestions and ideas to the college. She started on her new course 2 days later and is much happier
It’s important to note that I did not give my own views or opinions during the interview. This would not be advocacy. I only supported the young person in explaining her points, thoughts and feelings.

Why else might you need an advocate? To remove barriers to participation,  if you feel you are disadvantaged , to access your rights, to support you in explaining to others how you feel, to campaign for change in your community

Who can advocate for you? Youth Worker, friends (common goal or issue), youth groups, parent, yourself 




We have discussed your rights as a child, participation and empowerment and advocacy. Your rights are very important now and in the future. You have the right to participate in activities, clubs, provisions and services which benefit you and your community. If you are not sure how to access your rights, or if your not sure how to tell someone how you feel or what you want to change for the better then you have people who can advocate for you such as……..youth worker, friends, youth groups, parent.

Thankyou very much for taking part

Any Questions?
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