Task 4: Review 
By Anna Braidley 24/11/23
[image: Star with solid fill][image: Rating Star with solid fill][image: Star with solid fill][image: ][image: ][image: ]I saw a production of The Visit by UWTSD Carmarthen 3rd year students, and this is what I thought of it…
This play is based off of the original 1916 tale of the same name, adapted to fit the modern themes and experiences of the contemporary audience. It follows the dual narrative of the actors playing themselves acting alongside the play and the characters that are portrayed. This play presents as a comedy which quite quickly spirals into a thriller meta performance, leaving audiences with much deliberation and thoughts to discuss. This play requires 3, 10-minute intervals (allowing the audience to discuss the events of the play) totalling a two-and-a-half-hour production. The plots follow a group of student actors lives on and off stage.The duality of both stories are grounded by a minimalistic open set space.  Decorated with the occasional desk and sheet projections and staircase. Confronting the issue of trust or safety within your peers. The mix of comedy turned tragedy was told in a figurative non naturalistic way as enhanced by the open immersive space between the performers and audience. What I applaud most is the projected video screens on the large draped white fabric. Serving as a centrepiece which adds to the modernist retelling of the tale, allowing the contemporary audience to relate which further creates a sense of un-ease. Another stand out moment was the addition of the Panther puppet, perusing the audience and actors in a naturalistic from as if stalking its prey.  The thriller moment arises when the Panther puppet appears, functioning as sign of misfortune. This aids the suspense which adds to the thriller stylistic performance. As a designer I am impressed and influenced how the story can be utilised with props, set and puppets. These elements culminate in symbolic cause for concern, no greater example of this than the yellow shoes… this putrid acid lemon yellow hue is embedded in the actors' costume throughout the second act and shows to overwhelm the actors in act three, displaying the colour yellow as a symbol of corruption. This is made more distraught as the ancient tale doesn’t end well. Without using any spoilers further, I would give this show a 4/5 stars as I felt there was something missing within the immersive aspect. Perhaps it was the case of three intervals taking you out of the experience therefore halting the immersive tension, or perhaps it was the lighting with the lack of blackouts or shadow preventing an intrusive isolated atmosphere. After the show I spoke to a designer behind the puppet: “we mostly prepared by looking at videos of real life Panthers , as I’m not an actor getting the stance and spacing right was a challenge but enjoyable as we collaborated , one of us manipulates the head and tail , while I was moving the front legs and using my legs as its back legs, a good practice for the real world indeed” – Caitlin Fox , third year sets design and production student Carmarthen 2023.
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