 
	Activity:
The Hungry Caterpillar 
	
	

	Number of children: 
4 at a time 
 
	Age of children:
3-4 years old 
	Number of adults:
1 adult per group

	Location:
Inside or outside
 
	Preparation time:
30 minutes
	Activity time:
45 minutes 

	Resources:
- The Hungry Caterpillar book
- Card
- Green paint
- Paintbrushes  
- Paper plates 
- Laminated and cut out foods 
- Blu tack 
- Aprons 
- Scissors
- Laminator 
 
	
	

	Aim/s of activity:
The aims of this activity is to help children count while having fun. Another aim of this activity is to problem solve, this includes listening to the story and then sorting the different foods into different parts of the body for different days according to the story. Before that activity they will be finger painting this while also help the children to count and create their very own hungry caterpillars.
 
	
	

	Links to outcomes:
After completing this activity the children will be able to improve on their basic maths skills, mathematical concepts and number sequences. The children should be able to count with and without using their fingers. 
	
	

	 
 
Differentiation:
This activity will help show the different amount of growth and development shown through out the activity. Different children will develop and grow differently through any given activity. 
 
	
	

	Health and safety:
The children will be supervised at all times by the member staff that is delivering the activity. The children will be carefully watched when using the scissors. 
 
	
	

	Role of adult/adults:
The role of the adult is to deliver and plan the activity. The adult is also responsible for looking after the children that are participating in the activity. 
 
	
	

	The activity:
The activity is based on the book hungry caterpillar,  the first part of the activity is too sit down and read the hungry caterpillar book,  then the activity is too use finger prints to make caterpillars, they will need to paint their fingers and count how many they need to make their very own caterpillars. The second part of the activity is to paint paper plates green and make a big caterpillar and then place the right amount of food, the specific food on the specific days as to what the caterpillar had eaten. They have to make sure they count food for each day for how many caterpillar had eaten. To start the activity, they have to read and discuss the book Hungry Caterpillar book, after reading the book, the children should talk about the book to make sure that everyone understands that the caterpillar ate different foods at different times on different days. By discussing the book, the children are able to understand the activity more clearly and then making the tasks a little bit easier for them to understand and participate in the activity.
Now that they understand the activity, they are able to begin the activity, once the first part of the activity has been complete, the resources for the second part of the activity need to be prepared, this includes, getting the children ready, by giving them aprons to put on, green paint, plain paper/card and a paintbrush. The children have to paint their index finger to create their very own caterpillar, this will help the children to use their counting skills, the children use their finger to create their very own caterpillar however long or however little. The last part of this activity is to give the children green paint, paintbrush and paper plates, their job is to paint the plates green to create the caterpillars body,  the children will then need to cut out the different foods that caterpillar eats on the specific days, after the children have cut out the foods the member of staff will need to laminate the foods for the children to use. After the foods have been laminated, the children will be able too put blu tack on the back of the foods to be able to stick it on the caterpillars body for the different days, this part of the activity will include the children using their problem solving skills and their counting skills.
 
 
	
	


 
 
Section 2
In regards to an evaluation, this activity supports many different parts of the evaluation. This activity supports, progression, mathematical concepts, engagement, active learning and monitoring. During this activity it shows progression, to make this activity more difficult, the foods could be placed on different days, all mixed up and then the children have to work out that the further the caterpillar goes along in the week the more he eats, therefore using their problem solving skills. To make the activity a little bit easier, the different foods could be partly placed on each day and then the children have to figure out and match each food. 
This activity also supports mathematical concepts, this activity showed mathematical concepts by using their fingers to create their very own caterpillar, therefore using numbers. This activity also shows the use in different numbers. The children can use their solving problem skills by matching different foods to the specific days. This activity also supports imagination because they are able to create their own caterpillar at any size and therefore making them be unique. 
During this activity it is the role of the adult to prompt and encourage the children to stay focused and concentrate on the activity. To do this the member of staff should keep the children entertained by giving them different tasks within the activity to keep them focused on the activity. They can use cutting out the foods as a concentration focus for the children who may have finished the first task. If the children are not focused/enjoying the activity they will lose interest in the activity. 
This activity also supports active learning. By supporting active learning it helps to include the children in the making of the activity. In this activity the children will do most of the making. The children will paint the plates and cut out the different foods, the adult only has to supply the children with the different resources, such as paper plates, green paint, card, scissors and a laminator. According to everttcc active learning is any instructional method that engages pupils in the learning process. Active learning refers to activities that are introduced into the classroom. 
This activity also supports monitoring, this means that the adult should observe the children and give the child any prompts that they may need. This could include giving children a different difficulty of the activity. The children may need an easier option or a more complex option. They could also give the children different resources such as scissors but by the adult monitoring the children they will be able to help the children if they need assistance or they will be able to give scissors to children who may not need help. 
For the mathematical concepts, zerotothrree said that a key skill for maths children a should use number sense, this could mean that some children should be able to count forwards and possibly backwards. Therefore this activity is a good way for the children to use their number sense. 
According to OECDilibrary monitoring child development and outcomes are widespread, this is to identify children’s learning needs and to enhance their development. 
According to keap, babies and young children are powerful learners, as they explore and learn, children are drawn to play, play is recognised as so important  to their well-being and development that the right to play is set, play is a fundamental commitment within the Early Years Foundation Stage. Keap also said pedagogy is the understanding of how children learn and develop, the practices through which we can enhance that process. This activity shows how children can develop throughout the activity. This is shown by starting off at a basic level then moving up to a more advanced level. 
In Vygotskys theory, play is an important part of early childhood. Vygotsky believed that play promotes cognitive, social and emotional development in children. Also in Vygotskys play, role playing and the imaginary situation are planned ahead as there are rules for participating in play. This activity supports Vygotskys plan because as well as there being a set task the children in the spare time, while waiting for other children to finish the activity they would be able to use the spare card and paint to create anything they would like. 
 
Section 3
Teachers and key workers have different ways of working. Teachers may want to plan and create resources in completely different ways to different people. Teachers and key workers make different resources and collect different resources, teachers and key workers also have different planning techniques, they have different planning methods and resources for different ability children. Teachers and key workers have different ways of bringing maths into play. They also observe children in different ways, each and every person have different ways of doing different things like observing. According to NurseryWorld, settings that were bringing maths into all activities, and adapting the learning environment so that it became numeracy-focused were also successful. Maths may be hard to incorporate into different activities because children do not realise that maths is in everyday activities/tasks in everyday life. NurseryWorld also said that teaching maths through ‘real life’ situations was also instrumental to positive maths engagement. They also said that using resources such as play-doughy, cooking, self serving at meal times and tally charts, focus on numbers and problem solving therefore linking to the curriculum.   
The range of resources is very wide range, you can find resources almost everywhere. Resources that could be found outside may include, leaves, sticks, confers, rocks and shells. Whereas resources that you possibly may find own your home can be very different to the ones found outside, these may include, paper, spoons, lolly pop sticks and tubs. However resources within classrooms are also going to brew completely different to outside and in your home. Resources found in nurseries/classrooms may include crayons, stencils, coloured sand and rubber ducks. 
Rubber ducks and sand can be used within a topic such as farm animals and the could be used in messy play, such as ducks in water, then the children are then playing but still learning that ducks spend a lot of their time in water.
Leaves, rocks and sticks could be used for maths, this could inclined putting each stick, rock and leaf into different size orders, from small to big. They could also use them to print with them, making different shapes or different patterns. The children also have the opportunity to go and collect the items, meaning that they get to go and outside and explore nature as well as learning about the world around them. Even though resources can be collected from the same places but differently because of different methods. Due to different methods of observing, resource making/ collecting, planning and methods, they may collect different resources in different ways. Different people also have different ideas for tasks with maths involved, therefore people will not need to use the Sam resources. Different people may not like to use/collect reassures from outside and just use resources found within your home, whereas people may prefer collecting things from outside on a regular basis. 
According to UNICEF, the most important period of human development is from birth to eight years old, during these years, the development of cognitive skills, emotional well-being and social competence. These first eight years of life is the most important years for development. According to UNICEF, six to eight years is the two years that learning through play gets neglected to prepare them for further education. Teachers can implement learning through play by even just having lessons outside then maybe having the option to explore the natural world and then get taught about the natural world so that the children are more intrigued by the natural world after exploring it. UNICEF also said that three to five years is where children’s language, social-emotional and cognitive skills are rapidly expanding. During this period learning mainly comes from play which is essential for a good quality  school period. UNICEF also said that play is one of the most important ways in which young children gain essential knowledge and skills. Adults can encourage this by providing opportunities for children to do outside on a regular basis. 
Even though children may have the choice to go and collect their own resources, it is actually all down to the decision of the teacher. Activities can also betaken outside, the activity does not necessarily need to be based on the outdoors and also does not need to include outdoor resources. Adults can encourage children to enjoy their time outside, while doing the set activity. Activities can also be made more difficult and possibly even a little built easier. Activities can be changed depending on the child’s possible level of development, depending on whether the child is well developed the activity can change, if a child is a little lower on development charts the activities can be made easier and for children who are a little higher on development charts activities can be made harder.  
 Section 4
Adults can support a child’s play by simply engaging with children during play but the children will give signs to the adult to engage with their hem during their play. According to Croner-I Early Years Foundation Stage the emphasis for planning has shifted towards planning fort the individual child and away from planning for whole groups. They also said that it is important that all children, whether they are full time or part time school, are given the opportunity to experience a whole range of activities across all areas of learning and development. Adults can monitor and plan in very different ways. 
Monitoring can be used online, on paper, ion groups, individually or with a friend. Even though some methods of monitoring may not be beneficial, for example, monitoring a child in a small group may be a bit easier to monitor because they may naturally join in if they see other children doing what they have been asked to do, therefore being monitored individually may be harder to complete. 
Planning can also be used or planned differently by different people. Planning can be used for groups planning, individual planning, self planning and general planning. In general group planning, it would come across as the easiest type of planning because it is for everyone, all children of different abilities are doing the same thing at the same time at the same level and in the quickest time. Individual planning can be very beneficial because each child would then have an individual task/activity to match their development. Individual planning may take longer to do but very beneficial for the child’s development as they can eventually get given more difficult tasks/activities in the future. Individual planning is also helpful when you have a smaller group of children, therefore making it easier to plan for and monitor each child.  
According to Preschool-plan-it, children at the age of three years have shorter attention spans and planning preparation will save the adult and the children a lot of time by having the activity planned and ready to go. They also said that adults will need to use their own judgement, based on their knowledge and experience to adapt/create new activities and tasks. According to Wikihow, the best way to plan is to have some sort of idea of what the adults want to do, be specific and realistic, for example making sure that all resources are available for the activity and reasonable for the activity. 
Planning and monitoring play a big part in a child’s development, these two specific things are very important for any child, the planning side of a child’s development is very important because it helps the adult/member of staff get to know what level the child they ate planning for is working towards. Monitoring also provides an opportunity to get to know the child that they are monitoring. 
A child relies on a very well planned activity because they expect the task to be at their development level.  A child also rely on monitoring because it links in with planning, by monitoring will it makes planning easier for an individual child, therefore making the activities planned at the correct level. 
Monitoring a child links in well with planning, it helps a child to progress onto a more difficult option of activity or task. 
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