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Gas leak? he goes. Any gas leak would’ve been reported to
me. I've not heard a word.

I look at Mark, shake my head, Mark wanders off eyes already
down to his phone.

No problem, I say. Show him the clipboard. Sign to say you
wouldn’t let us in?

P’m signing nothing pal.

Okay so I'll put down ‘refused entry’ — and I take a good look
at his name badge — ‘by James’ and then we’ll know. In case of
any problems. Gas leaks can occasionally cause problems...

And I smile.

Alright, give’s a sec, he says. Looks up a number on his screen,
dials.

I hear it ring.

Ring ring

Ring ring

And

It goes to answerphone.

The doorman

Ends the call, doesn’t leave a message. And - I smile.
The flat is a sight.

Like someone’s spent thousands creating a beautiful living
space with breath-taking views over the city and the river,
then some other fucker’s come along and emptied half a dozen
wheelie bins of shite all over it.

I sniff the air and taking my lead a bit more than he needs to,
so does Mark.

There’s no leak here, I say.
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