AHHI6012 Imagining the City: The Urban Experience, c. 1851–Present
Week 4. Shanghai: The Pearl of the Orient
Timeline of Modern Chinese History 
	1644–1911
	The Qing Dynasty

	1793
	Macartney Mission from Great Britain

	1839–1842
	First Opium War between Great Britain and China

	1842–1843
	Treaty of Nanking and Bogue Supplement fix tariff at 5 percent and establish extraterritoriality and most-favoured-nation principle in China. Great Britain acquires Hong Kong.

	1850–1864
	Taiping Rebellion: civil war led by millenarian quasi-Christian sect 

	1856–1860 

	Second Opium War; leads to Treaty of Peking; Britain acquires Kowloon; Russia receives lands north of Amur and east of Ussuri Rivers.

	1884–1885
	China defeated in war with France; establishment of French Indochina

	1894–1895
	China defeated by Japan in First Sin-Japanese War

	1895–1900
	Scramble for foreign concessions in China

	1898
	Hundred Day's Reform attempted by the Guangxu Emperor on advice of Kang Youwei (1823-1901); halted by Empress Dowager Zuxi

	1900–1901
	Boxer Rebellion: anti-foreign, anti-Christian uprising in China; leads to occupation (and ‘sacking’) of Peking by international alliance (Britain, Russia, France, Japan, Germany, United States, Austria-Hungary, Italy); huge indemnity owed by China; public executions.

	1905
	Abolition of the imperial civil service examination system. Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925) founds Revolutionary Alliance in Tokyo.

	1912–1949
	Republican Era

	1912
	China declared a republic; Sun Yat-sen first President, but resigns in favor of Yuan Shihkai (1859-1916); formation of Nationalist Party; end of Qing Dynasty

	1915–1920
	New Culture Movement: calls for reform of Chinese society and nationhood: emphases on vernacular literature; end to patriarchal family; individual freedom; women's liberation; democratic and egalitarian values

	1916–1926
	Warlord period: control of the country was divided among its military cliques in the mainland regions of Sichuan, Shanxi, Qinghai, Ningxia, Guangdong, Guangxi, Gansu, Yunnan and Xinjiang.

	1917
	Sun Yat-sen sets up rival government in Canton

	1919
	May Fourth Movement: anti-imperialist, cultural and political movement growing out of student protests against Chinese government's weak response to the Treaty of Versailles, especially allowing Japan to receive territories in Shandong which had been surrendered to Britain/Japan by Germany after the Siege of Tsingtao (part of eastern theatre of WWI)

	1921
	Founding of Chinese Communist Party in Shanghai

	1926–1927
	Northern Expedition led by General Chiang Kai-shek (1884-1975) reunifies China under Nationalist government

	1931
	Mukden Incident: staged explosion on Japanese-owned railway; provides pretext for Japanese expansion in Manchuria	Comment by Alexander Scott: 

	1934–1935
	Long March; Communist headquarters established in Yenan under leadership of Mao Zedong (1893-1976)

	1941
	New Fourth Army Incident causes rupture in Communist and Nationalist united front. United States enters war with Japan.

	1937–1945
	Second-Sino Japanese War: Japanese occupation of eastern China, including Shanghai

	1945
	Soviet Union enters war against Japan, invading Manchuria. United States attempts to mediate an accord between Communists and Nationalists.

	1946–1949
	Civil War between Communists and Nationalists results in Communist victory; People’s Republic of China est. 1949 led by Mao Zedong

	1949–present
	People’s Republic of China – Communist era

	1958–1961
	The Great Leap Forward:  collectivisation of farms; reform of agrarian economy 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]1966–1976
	Cultural Revolution, which aimed to purge Chinese society of foreign and imperial influences and to alleviate dissent to Communist regime

	1976
	Death of Mao

	1978–present
	Liberalisation of Chinese economy

	1978–1989
	Leadership of Deng Xiaoping; reform of Chinese economy to embrace market under rubric of ‘socialism with Chinese characteristics

	1989
	Suppression of Tiananmen Square Protests

	2010
	China officially became world’s second biggest economy



