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The Duke of Edinburgh
The Duke of Edinburgh’s award started on the 1st of September 1956. It is a youth training organisation. People aged between 14 and 24 can undertake this award. This award takes between 1 to 4 years to complete. You should complete the award before your 25th birthday. There is about 275,000 of people taking part in the award. The Duke of Edinburgh’s award was first announced in February 1956. The award would be for boys aged 15 to 18. This award was designed to attract boys who had not been interested in joining one of the main British youth movements, such as the scouts association. Girls were allowed to participate in November 1957. The duke of Edinburgh’s award was extended to girls on Thursday 19 of June 1958. The girls programme was not going to be the same as the boys programme. The girls programme was for girls aged between 14 to 21. The Duke of Edinburgh’s award includes 3 levels, the bronze, silver and gold. The bronze level has 4 section, volunteering, Physical, Skills and Expeditions. The silver level has four sections, Volunteering, Physical, Skills and expeditions. The gold level has five sections, . Each level has a different time period. The bronze level takes 3 to 6 months, the silver level takes 6 to 9 months and the gold level takes 12 months to complete. As soon as u turn 14 u can start the bronze level. You must do a minimum of 3 months activity for each of the Volunteering, Physical and Skill section, and plan , train for and do a 2 day expedition. The next step is to do your silver level. You must be at least 15 to do this level. You need to do at least 6 month Volunteering and at least 6 months. If u go straight to the silver level without doing the bronze level u have to do an extra 6 months of volunteering. As soon as you turn 16 u can do the gold level. You will have to spend 12 months volunteering, and 12 months on Physical or skills and 6 months on the other. The expedition will be for four days and three nights.  In 1958 the first gold award was achieved. In 1959 the charity was established.  The duke of Edinburgh had its 50th birthday in 2006. Prince Phillip, the duke of Edinburgh was the first chairman.
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